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2 Samuel 23: 1-7 
John 18: 33-37 

 
     What is Truth? This is the age old-question. Many philosophers and schools of thought have attempted to 
answer this question. Names like Aristotle, Socrates, and Plato come to mind. Rationalism suggests that truth is 
best discovered by the use of reason and logic rather than the use of the senses. Idealism argues that physical 
objects do not exist independently of the mind that perceives them. There seems to be no universal answer as to 
what truth really is. In our current world of relative truth, half-truth, and alternative facts, the ability to find truth 
seems like an impossibility.  
 
     However, I am reminded of the words of Booker T. Washington: 
 

“A lie doesn’t become truth, wrong doesn’t become right, and evil doesn’t become good, just because 
it’s accepted by a majority.” 

 
     Friends, this is where I invite you into the text. Jesus has been betrayed by one of his disciples for 30 pieces of 
silver! And Peter, perhaps his most beloved disciple, has just denied being a follower of him three times. Jesus 
has been arrested by the religious officials and handed over on charges of insurrection for plotting against the 
empire. Jesus is standing before Pontus Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judea. It is Pilate’s job to rule on the 
affairs of Rome and squash anyone who threatens the Empire. The questioning begins, and Pilate is curious as 
who this King of the Jews is and why he has been turned over to his authority for execution. Jesus, in this text, 
seems to be speaking in riddles, not directly answering the questions presented before him. However, something 
becomes quite clear. Jesus directly proclaims, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom 
is not from here.” After their discourse, Pilate seems reluctant to bring any charges against Jesus. He seems to 
find no fault or validation in the accusations of insurrection against Jesus. So, in accordance with Jewish custom 
where one captive could be released during Passover, Pilate offers a choice. A known bad person. Barabbas, a 
murderer and actual insurrectionist, or this Jesus “king of the Jews” who has not harmed anyone. And the crowd 
calls for the release of Barabbas. 
 
     So, in order to really understand the fullness of what is happening here and to get a better understanding of 
what led us to this moment, we discover Jesus’ first declaration of public ministry. After leaving the temptation 
in the desert, Jesus finds himself in the temple in Nazareth where he is believed to have spent his childhood. 
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Jesus stands up to read the scroll of the prophet Isaiah given to him. He unrolled and found the place where it is 
written,  
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
     Jesus then sits down and says, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Later in this 
declaration, Jesus tells all those listening that God intends to open up the covenant to all peoples, even to those 
who were considered outsiders. And those religious folks around him are not happy about it.  
 
     In this initial ministry moment, Jesus is signaling the in-breaking kingdom of God, announcing himself as an 
agent of reconciliation and liberation. Not just an eschatologically promise of ultimate freedom, but a release 
from the current powers and systems that oppress. This reign of Christ and in-breaking kingdom of God would 
not come about via insurrection, or violence, or war. It would be ushered in by the Holy Spirit and the changing 
of hearts. This liberation and reconciliation were the Truths that Jesus was speaking about. This in-breaking 
kingdom of Heaven speaks of new a reality! Where the last shall be first, where the greatest among you will be 
the person who serves, and where justice and compassion are paramount!  
 
     But as we look around it seems like this kingdom is nowhere to be found. We seem to be waiting for 
something to change. We seem to be waiting for the in-breaking kingdom to magically start happening. Song 
writer John Mayer in his song Waiting on World to Change, leans into this sense of waiting. Mayer sings,  
 

“Me and all my friends 
We’re all misunderstood 
They say we stand for nothing and 
There’s no way we ever could 
We see everything that’s going wrong 
With the world and those who lead it 
We just feel like we don’t have the means 
To rise above and beat it…. 
So we keep waiting on (waiting) 
Waiting on the world to change.” 

 
     Friends, this is a song of lament. When looking around it seems as if things are worse: more division, more 
hatred, more greed, more separation from one another. This is a song that lives in the reality of the already, not 
yet. However friends, fortunately we are not called to just wait. We are called to act. The promise that Christ, 
through his death, burial, and resurrection, has indeed paved the way for a new reality, a new kingdom, a new 
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reign. This is where we encounter Jesus’ truth of his coming kingdom and become a part of God’s plan. This is 
where we, by the work of the Holy Spirit, become co-laborers with Christ.  
 
     I remember going to Israel/Palestine with Western Theological Seminary and observing an incident that 
broke my heart. There was a young Palestinian boy, probably around the age of 12, just getting out of school. 
This boy was walking in East Jerusalem in the Muslim quarters right in front of the group of students I was with. 
And I remember this boy being sequestered by law enforcement officers and being questioned. AK47s were 
drawn on this young lad as the officers joked and laughed. I remember staying back and watching, trying to 
ensure that nothing tragic happened to this young man. After about five-minutes of high anxiety, guns drawn, 
questioning, the officers released him. That moment stuck with me and sticks with me to this day. Several 
months later I remember being at a lunch hosted by my seminary. I told this heartbreaking story, and I recall a 
fellow student that had not gone on this trip asked me if I felt relief when I observed this incident, because it did 
not happen to me. What they failed to realize was that in some mysterious and holy way that incident did happen 
to me. That in some mystical and yet profound way, this act in East Jerusalem that stripped away human dignity, 
was my story. And in that moment, I was reminded of the words of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.:   
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  
 
     It matters not where you stand on the situation in Israel/Palestine, but I do not believe that this incident 
testifies to the reconciled-counter cultural, in-breaking kingdom, that Christ invites and calls us to live-in. It is a 
kingdom where the first will be last, and the last will be first; a kingdom where the greatest among us is the one 
who has childlike faith.  
 
     We are called to be God’s own people, people who do not surrender to the evils of society, but point toward 
and live in the in-breaking kingdom of God, people who are focused on Christ and his mission of reconciliation 
and liberation, focused on Jesus’ emphasis of liberation from current circumstances that perpetuate injustice.  
 
     Dr. James Cone in his work, A Black Theology of Liberation, states, “To know God is to know God’s work of 
liberation on behalf of the oppressed. God’s revelation means liberation, an emancipation from death-dealing 
political, economic, and social structures of society. This is the essence of Biblical revelation.”  We as God’s 
people cannot be complacent with injustice. We must be advocates for justice, and, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to seek ways to bring liberation and freedom to those whom the powers and systems have forgotten about 
and abused. Any practices that perpetuate injustice are against the in-breaking kingdom of God, a kingdom in 
which diversity and differences are both celebrated and embraced. 
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What is Truth?  
This is the age-old question.  
 
You see, scripture reframes what truth is in light of the in-breaking kingdom of God.  
Truth as scripture tell us,  
that Truth is not some abstract philosophical knowledge,  
but a concrete invitation to a new way of living and showing up in the world.   
 
Truth beckons us to a new way of existing;  
to recognize the wounded places in our world, so that we show up.  
Truth calls us to be agents of peace and  
reconciliation wherever we are;  
Truth calls us to seek justice in such a way that justice flows down like a never-ending river;  
Truth calls us to have hearts that are full of compassion  
Truth calls us to be attentive to those places on the edges, and the shadows where God is already at work.  

 
     God’s liberating action does not require our involvement. God’s promise of total redemption is going to 
happen no matter what. But friends, we have been invited by Christ to participate. In our proclamation of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, in our work of reconciliation and liberation, we join hand-in-hand with Christ in his 
mission of reconciling all things to God, through the work of the Holy Spirit, so that God’s kingdom might 
come, and God’s will might be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
     In closing, I believe that if the church takes seriously Christ’s truth of the in-breaking kingdom of God and the 
invitation to join, then the church becomes the most powerful entity on the planet, because it then becomes the 
vehicle by which Jesus speaks, loves, acts, moves, and liberates by way of the Holy Spirit.  
 

To the Glory of God! 


