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Philippians 4: 4-7 
Isaiah 11: 1-10 

 
 This scripture passage comes to us near the end of the book of Esther. By the time we find ourselves in this 
story, most of the conflict and action has already happened. We are presented with a “fairy tale” ending of sorts 
to what is a bizarre story of politics and the threat of an entire people, the Jews. We know from the portion of 
scripture we just read that the king is willing to give Esther whatever she wants, up to half of his kingdom, and 
she requests that the lives of her people, the Jews, be saved. We know that Haman is killed when Mordecai 
should have been the one killed. And we know that Mordecai recorded these events and sent news around to 
everyone, thus creating the Jewish festival known today as Purim.  
 
 But where did this all begin? What caused the king to give Esther such a big gift and for Esther to choose to 
save her people? So let’s quickly recap the story of Esther.  In this twisting storyline, Esther was not originally 
the queen. Vashti was originally the queen married to Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes). But Vashti did not 
want to comply with one of the king’s outlandish requests, so he got rid of her and arranged to choose a new 
queen, who ended up being Esther, a brilliant and beautiful Jewish woman.  Be mindful that Ahasuerus was a 
Persian king and Esther was a Jewish woman. At this time, the Jewish people were a minority in Persia and 
many were enslaved by Persians (this will come back to be an important part of the story).  
 
 Esther also had a cousin, Mordecai, who refused to bow down to the king and to his right-hand man, 
Haman. When Haman found out about this, he was furious and threatened Mordecai. Haman decided that he 
wanted to destroy the entire Jewish population because of Mordecai and went to the king to get a decree put into 
place (at this time Persian decrees were binding and could not be undone). When Mordecai found out, he 
hatched a plan with Esther to get the king on her side instead of Haman’s side. This part of the story might sound 
more familiar to y’all, this is where we get the “you were born for such a time as this” scripture found in      
Esther 4.  
 
 This plan would seem like a no-brainer to Esther, right? She is the QUEEN after all, she should have some 
sway with the king, and I would imagine it’s important to her to save her people. But she was hesitant at first. 
Even though she was the queen, she was a Jewish woman, so she did not hold a lot of influence over anyone, 
especially the king. I mean, we all remember what happened to Vashti when she went against the king’s orders.   
But as we know, she agrees to the plan and is able to sway the king to give her anything she wants, up to half of 
his kingdom, and the rest, they say, is history.  
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 So, where is the peace in this scripture? Where is the justice? Was it actually a “fairy tale ending” where 
everything magically got better and they lived happily ever after?  
 
 Of course not! There were hurt feelings, and hard decisions, and choices that had to be made for the Jewish 
people to be saved. Esther didn’t just bat her eyes and say “oh, pretty please, save my people.” No, she worked 
with Mordecai on a plan; an elaborate plan that she hoped and prayed would work out in her favor. Peace and 
justice didn’t just happen overnight and they still don’t happen overnight now.  
 
 If we think about our Isaiah passage, the peaceable kingdom, it sounds so nice and idyllic right? The wolf 
shall lie with the lamb, the cow and bear shall graze together, the child shall lead them all. So wonderful, so 
peaceful, right? Possibly yes! But how do we get there? How does the wolf lie with the lamb in peace and 
harmony?  
 
 Well, once again, it takes a choice. If we look at the beginning section of Isaiah 11, we read about a shoot 
coming out from the stump of Jesse, new leadership to help Israel become this peaceful kingdom. It is the people 
and the actions of the people that create peace and justice in the land. It is not a mere coincidence or 
happenstance that causes peace. So what are our choices to make? How can we help make a difference and bring 
about a peaceful time? What actions can we take to see God’s justice reign?  
 
 Well, this week starts our Annual Giving Campaign for 2022, and one of the ways you can take action is by 
planning and giving a designated amount to the church for the work we all do. Now I’m not saying tithe half of 
your kingdom, although if the Spirit moves within you, feel free. But honestly and prayerfully think about what 
you choose to commit and give for 2022. Talking and thinking about money is always a difficult thing, right? It 
requires math and budgeting, and sometimes hard choices. But it also shows us where our actions are or where 
they can be.  
 
 One of my favorite stories to tell is one about my mother. We were out at Target Christmas shopping for 
some of my nieces and nephews and my mom told me when we began “okay, Megan, the budget is $10 per 
child, help me stick to that.” I agreed, and we headed for the toy aisle.  
 
 Now, I don’t know what this sorcery is since I don’t have kids, but something changed in my mom when we 
got into the toy aisles. Suddenly, I was hearing comments of “oh, look at this cute truck!!!! What’s another 
$10?” or “Oh Megan! Look at this doll!!! Won’t Molly just adore this! Well clearly her doll needs a friend; it’s 
only an extra $5.”... Y’all, my mother was overjoyed thinking about these kids and didn’t bat an eye at spending 
an extra $5 - $10 on each of them (there are 8 nieces and nephews, that’s an extra $40-80 more than planned).  
 
 So my mom’s choice was to go over budget and buy the extra toys. Now whether my mother (in wisdom I 
do not have yet) actually budgeted closer to $20 per kid knowing this would happen, I do not know. But in that 
moment, I saw her making a choice to spend the extra money, tighten the finances elsewhere, a choice that 
would bring joy to others in her life.  
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 What would it look like for us to choose to spend that extra $5, $20, $80, whatever amount it may be on the 
church?   
 
 It may not seem that hard, but it’s a conscious choice that each of us has to make. A choice to put our money 
towards something that may not directly benefit us for a while, but will be a benefit for others in our lives.  
 
 Returning to our scripture for a moment, I’m struck by how confident Esther seemed in making her request 
to the king. Now she may have been terrified, and that certainly makes an excellent reading of the passage too. 
Either way, here she is, tempted by so much, up to half of the king’s belongings and she still chooses the life of 
her people.  
 
 I don’t want to conflate the idea of annual giving with saving your entire people. But I do want to point out 
the temptation to be selfish is a theme in Esther’s story, and it is a theme that Esther herself breaks away from. 
We don’t know if Esther had doubts or if she was tempted by the material items that the king had offered her. I 
would like to believe that if I were in her shoes, I wouldn’t have any doubts or temptations. But let’s be real that 
temptation is very real and is not so easily surpassed. It is very easy for me to justify adjusting the budget a bit to 
get myself a $5 cup of coffee at Starbucks as a treat, and that’s just a cup of coffee, that’s not the temptation of 
half a kingdom… 
 
 So as we go into this season of giving, as you think about your contributions to the church and what you 
want to give this year. I encourage you to think about Esther. Think about the peaceful kingdom and how it is 
our choices that create peace and justice in the world. What would it look like to give that extra $5 or $10 a 
month and forego the extra coffee or present for yourself and instead give to others in your life? It’s not always 
an easy choice. We want and deserve to treat ourselves from time to time, but we are also called to act and make 
a difference in the world by giving generously to God and the church.  
 
 As you go about your week, I encourage you to meditate on the story of Esther, how she made the tough 
choice to ask for her people’s freedom, and to tell the king about Haman’s plan to destroy them, and how she 
acted for the good of those around her instead of for her own personal gain. And may these meditations move 
you to act for the good of those around you, instead of your own personal gain. Amen. 
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