PRAYER SERVICE
in the manner of the Taizé Community
Tuesday, May 4, 2021
7:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
BE RECONCILED ALL YOU WHO ENTER HERE
Parents, children, partners, friends, enemies;
Believers and those who cannot believe;
Christians and their fellow Christians.

(Variation of greeting posted outside the Church of Reconciliation, Taizé, France)

Holy Spirit, mystery of a presence, you say to each of us:
“Why be worried? One thing alone is necessary:
a heart attentive to understand that
God loves you and always forgives you.”
(Prayer by Brother Roger of Taizé)

SING PRAISES

IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL

COME AND FILL OUR HEARTS

OPENING SENTENCES
One: Sing to our God a new song.
All: God has done marvelous things!
One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord!
All: Break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
One: Let the sea roar and all that fills it.
All: Let the world and its people sing together for joy!

SING, PRAISE, AND BLESS THE LORD

Cantor’s Text: Praise the Lord, all you nations, praise God all you peoples. Alleluia! Strong is God’s love
and mercy, always faithful for ever. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Let everything living give praise to the
Lord. Alleluia! Praise to the Lord.

A READING FROM I JOHN 5:1-6
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
All: Thanks be to God.

PSALTER
PSALM 98
(Left side of the sanctuary facing the chancel)
O sing to the Lord a new song,
for God has done marvelous things.
God’s right hand and God’s holy arm
have gained God victory.
(Right side of the sanctuary facing the chancel)
The Lord has made known God’s victory;
God has revealed God’s vindication in the sight of the nations.
God has remembered God’s steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.
(Left side)
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.
(Right side)
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy
at the presence of the LORD for God is coming to judge the earth.
God will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.
A READING FROM JOHN 15:9-17
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving
you these commands so that you may love one another.

One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
All: Thanks be to God.

SILENCE
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the needs of the world, saying,
Hear our cries, O Lord; come quickly to our aid.
Most gracious God,
you have gathered us from east and west, north and south, and made us into your people.
You shower us with blessings and give us songs of joy.
When trouble comes, you hear our cries and lead us to safety.
Hear our prayers for those in trouble, Lord.
For your blessed and broken church…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For those who are entrusted with power…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For all those who have lost their way…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For those who suffer at the hands of others…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For those who languish in hunger or thirst…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For all who teach, and those who would learn…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For those who are sick or dying and those who care for them…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
For those whose needs are known only to you…
hear our cries, O Lord: come quickly to our aid.
We give you thanks and praise, O God, for you know our needs even before we ask,
and your Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.
With faith in your merciful kindness we pray; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

MY SOUL IS AT REST

Cantor’s text: In God is my safety and glory the rock of my strength. Take refuge in God, all you people—
Trust him at all times. Pour out your hearts before him for God is our refuge.

NOTHING CAN TROUBLE

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
May the God of peace inspire us,
may the God of justice empower us,
may the God of hope encourage us to live the Good News.
Go, in the power of the Spirit.
Go, and do not try to separate politics and prayer.
Go, not to escape, but to engage with God’s world.
Go, to live hopefully, as people of resurrection.
Amen.

HOLY SPIRIT, COME TO US

Cantor’s text: Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven shine forth with your glorious light. Veni Sancte Spiritus.
Come, Father of the poor, come, generous Spirit, come, light of our hearts. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Come
from the four winds, O Spirit, come breath of God; disperse the shadows over us, renew and strengthen
your people. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Father of the poor, come to our poverty. Shower upon us the seven
gifts of your grace. Be the light of our lives. O come. Veni Sancte Spiritus. You are our only comforter,
Peace of the soul. In the heat you shade us; in our labor you refresh us, and in trouble you are our
strength. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Kindle in our hearts the flame of your love that in the darkness of the
world it may glow and reach to all forever. Veni...

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please extend the peace of Christ with one another saying:
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Join us for our next Taizé Prayer Service on Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
For in-person worship sign-up online.
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About Taizé: Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy, in the eastern part of France,
not far from the town of Cluny. Since 1940, it has been the home of an ecumenical community of
brothers whose prayer, three times each day, is at the center of their life. Today, Taizé is a place to which
visitors of all ages and backgrounds come on pilgrimage, to participate in international meetings of
prayer and reflection.
Taizé’s vocation is to strive for communion among all. From its beginnings, the community has worked
for reconciliation among Christians split apart into different denominations. But, the brothers do not
view reconciliation among Christians as the end in itself; it concerns all of humanity, since it makes the
Church a place of communion for all.
Song is one of the most essential elements of Taizé worship. Short songs, repeated again and again, give
it a meditative character. Using just a few words, they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by
the mind. As the words are sung over many times, this reality gradually penetrates the whole being.
And these simple songs then enable us to keep on praying when we are alone, by day, by night, and
sometimes in the silence of our hearts when we are at work.
Icons contribute to the beauty of worship. They are like windows open on the realities of the kingdom
of God, making them present in our prayer on earth. Although icons are images, they are not simply
illustrations or decorations. They are symbols of the incarnation, a presence which offers to the eyes the
spiritual message that the Word addresses to the ears. By the faith it expresses, by its beauty and its
depth, an icon can create a space of peace and sustain an expectant waiting. It invites us to welcome salvation even in the flesh and in creation.
Soli Deo Gloria: To God alone be the Glory.

