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David at the organ 
St. Michael’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
Ottawa Hills, Ohio



About David...

David brings a wealth of experience as organist, vocalist, church musician and 
organ technician to our staff – and we’re excited to welcome him!

Born in Toledo, David began his musical journey at age six and secured his 
first church organist position at 16. He was selected organist at a large 
Lutheran church at age 20 and served there several years. During that time, he 
met a classmate of Dave VanderMeer, who gave David his first formal organ 
instruction and encouraged him to go to school to study music. Accepted into 
the University of Michigan Organ Department, David moved to Ann Arbor 
in 1991. He won the 1993 Keyboard Day Organ Scholarship Competition 
and placed second in a National Hymn-Playing Competition in 1995. He also 
was a featured recitalist at the Organ Historical Society National Convention 
in Detroit. While completing his Master’s Degree, he received another organ 
scholarship and sang in the University Choir.

David has been Director of Music/Organist at Angelica Lutheran Church in 
Allen Park the past 25 years. During his time there, he led an ambitious project 
to significantly rebuild and enlarge the church’s 1952 Casavant pipe organ 
according to a new specification of his own design. The results have been 
widely admired by both the congregation and visiting musicians. In 1993, 
David helped establish the Renaissance Pipe Organ Company in Ann Arbor, 
which is well known for its quality of work and has an impressive clientele that 
includes many prominent Detroit cathedrals and churches.

For many years, David has sung bass as part of the 
Dearborn-based, 85-member Vanguard Voices, and 
with a select offshoot vocal ensemble, The Aeolian 
Chorale. Since 2014, he has served as a staff organist 
at Ann Arbor’s historic Michgan Theater, where his 
company rebuilt and restored its nearly 100-year-old 
Barton organ.

David and his partner, vocalist Randall Nicholls, are stalwart residents of 
Ann Arbor and enjoy opportunities to collaborate in making great music. 
David also enjoys good food, coffee, a well-made cocktail, dabbling 
amateurishly in audio recording, and many types of hands-on projects, 
such as home remodeling.



  What the Search Committee Says about David...

“David Hufford is a spectacular organist who impressed us all, 
but he is also a deeply committed church musician whose sense 
of vocation is strong and clear.  As an experienced organ builder, 
he brings a unique understanding and appreciation for our 
Schoenstein organ.” – Chris Dahl

“David stated that he feels most rewarded when the music 
‘energizes the spirit’, which is what he accomplishes so beautifully 
when he plays the organ.” – Heidi Hess-Willis

“I was very impressed with David’s musical expression; he does 
more than playing the organ, he “speaks” organ.”  – Nicole Jolliet

“David’s audition was outstanding partly because of his 
knowledge of our organ and how to get the best sound out of it.”
– Marti Wendler

“David’s beautiful and inspired playing is an invitation to ‘Come 
and Worship’.  I also think his hymn playing is an invitation to 
come and sing.” – Gayle Stevens

“I am pleased to welcome David Hufford as FPC’s organist and 
colleague in the Ministry of Music and Fine Arts.  David’s 
extraordinary gifts as an organist and composer will greatly 
enrich the worship life of our community of faith.  He comes to 
FPC from Angelica Lutheran Church in Allen Park.  Please take 
a moment to welcome David to the FPC Family.  You may email 
David at dhufford@firstpresbyterian.org.” – Dave VanderMeer

 
David will present a mini-concert on Wednesday, April 7, at 12:15 p.m., on 

YouTube.  His first Sunday with us in worship will be April 11, 2021.


