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I’ve always liked October at church. Children have moved up into their new Church School classes, most people are
back from vacations and settled into a regular rhythm of activities, choirs and instrumentalists are leading us in
worship, newly-elected elders and deacons are getting acquainted and learning their responsibilities, and the cooler air
and changing leaves give us extra reason to marvel at God’s creation.
We begin October with World Communion and celebrate the unity we have in Jesus Christ with people around
the corner and around the world. We worship in many different languages, use different styles of music, and different
breads for the sacrament. Some services are far more or far less formal than ours, and some last for four or five hours!
What is important is our shared faith and our desire to gather and sing God’s praise.
Later this month we will recognize our third graders and present them each with a Bible of their own, and we will
present our own gifts to God by declaring our intentions to share of our time, financial resources, skills and energy in
the coming year. October is a wonderful month!
We all have so much for which to be grateful. Take some time each day to reflect
on the blessings in your life. Doing so is a great way to start or end the day – or both!
Make a list of things you are grateful for. Allow your list to grow long. Say a prayer of
thanksgiving. Rejoice in God’s goodness. Celebrate God’s grace by doing something
thoughtful for someone else. These are more than good habits to cultivate. Allow them
to become spiritual disciplines. Allow them to become a regular way you walk with
God, not just during October but throughout the year.
Grace and peace,

Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor

Flu Shot Clinic
Rite-Aid Pharmacy will offer flu shots, Sunday October 16 from 10:30 a.m. to noon, in the
Curtis Room. No sign up is required. Cost is $32.99 and is covered by most insurances.
High dose vaccine (for those over age 65) is $69.99, and covered by Medicare Part B. Bring
ALL your insurance and Medicare cards with you. Questions? Contact, Sandy Talbott
stalbott@firstpresbyterian.org.

Worship & Music
CELEBRATE WORLD COMMUNION ON OCTOBER 2 – A FAMILY SUNDAY
Worshipping and Reflecting Together
World Communion Sunday, October 2, celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our
brothers and sisters around the world. Come, let us share the feast!

• Each worship service next Sunday is unique. Our 8:00 a.m. service will have a more
meditative approach to World Communion. At the 9:30 a.m. service, children and
youth will provide much of the choral and instrumental leadership with music
from around the world. The Chancel Choir will provide musical leadership for the
11:00 a.m. service. Dr. Fair will preach the sermon at all three services.

• We invite you to “A World Communion, Family Sunday Happening” – a multi-
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generational event for all ages in the Social Hall following the 9:30 a.m. service. Try
breads from around the world, learn about and pray for our mission co-workers,
discover world hymns, and much more in this time of worship and learning

• We have the opportunity to support the Peace and Global Witness Offering, which will be used for global peacemaking
ministries and locally to resettle young adult refugees in our Ann Arbor community.

• As we do for all designated Communion Sundays, we will “share the feast” beyond our walls by bringing canned food and

monetary donations. Our October food offering will be collected by Presbyterian Women for the Detroit Hunger Ministry.
Come feed others are we are fed!

Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday, October 2, from 5:00 – 5:30 p.m. join us on the front steps for a special Blessing of the
Animals. We celebrate on this Sunday, the closest to the day of The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi,
Patron Saint of Creation. All well-behaved creatures that walk, swim, hop, slither, and fly are
welcome. “For every wild animal of the forest belongs to God, the cattle on a thousand hills. God
knows all the birds of the air, and all that moves in the field is God’s.” Psalm 50:10-11. For the
safety of all, please leash all pets which are not otherwise contained. Gifts of pet food will be
gratefully accepted and donated to the Huron Valley Humane Society.

Organ Improvisation Competition, October 2
Our church is hosting the University of Michigan’s Organ Improvisation Competition in our sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday,
October 2. Three finalists from around the country will compete; they are given two musical themes on which they improvise
for 20 minutes. The three judges rank their playing and award the prizes accordingly. Please join us. There is no admission fee.

All Saints’ Sunday Worship Remembrance
Worship with us on All Saints’ Sunday, November 6. Names of members and family and friends of members who have died
in the last year may be submitted at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/all-saints-sunday-submit-a-name/ or in the
Church Office by October 24. These names will be included in the bulletin.

Donate Chancel Flowers
There are several open dates remaining for 2016 to donate chancel flowers. Your donation remembers those you love, beautifies the Sanctuary, and celebrates the glory of God. After worship your donation brightens the days of those who are unable to
attend church or brings comfort to those who are ill or grieving. Open dates are October 23, October 30, November 13, and
December 11. The cost is $50.00. To make your request sign up at www.firstpresbyterian.org, or contact Lori Wolters at 734223-5980 or loriwolters@yahoo.com.
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Financial Stewardship
Stewardship Season Kicks Off
Stewardship season is in progress and lasts through Sunday, October 23.
Stewardship packets have been mailed and may have already arrived at your
home. Please take a moment to review the stewardship materials, and prayerfully
consider your contribution, then complete the 2017 Opportunities to Serve and
Financial Commitment (pledge) forms that are included in the packet. Return
these forms to church by mailing or dropping them off, or complete them online at http://firstpresbyterian.org/contribute.
We hope to have most commitments delivered to the church in time for Commitment Sunday, October 23. Your prompt
response is greatly appreciated and will alleviate the need for follow-up calls from church volunteers. It will also allow our church’s
Finance Committee the time they need to structure a budget before the church’s fiscal year begins on January 1, 2017.
If you have questions or concerns please contact Bill or Pam Wood, Stewardship Co-Chairs, at 994-6594 or wwood594@comcast.net or pamwood47@gmail.com.

Words of Grace and Gratitude - Jane Hollingsworth
My husband and I became members of First Pres eleven years ago, while
we were expecting our first child. Although we had not been active church
members prior to that, we decided to join in order to give our growing family a religious foundation and a spiritual sense of community. My husband
grew up in the Cherry Hill Presbyterian Church in Dearborn, so that is how
we came to choose First Pres.
Our oldest child was born in December of 2005, and I left my full-time job as
an engineering consultant in order to stay home and raise our son. The adjustment to becoming a full-time mother was difficult and isolating at times, I was
alone with our infant for hours during the day. Shortly after the birth of our son, our deacon delivered a package to our
home that contained – among other things – a new baby blanket knit and donated by a church member and information about a church group for young mothers called Mother’s Morning.
I went to my first meeting when my son was only a few weeks old, felt instantly welcomed by all of the other
mothers with young children, and knew that I had come to the right place. At each meeting, our children were
lovingly cared for by volunteer members of our church, which allowed us moms a few precious, unencumbered
hours together. Each meeting had a different agenda, ranging from completing service projects to listening to
speakers about financial planning for young families to exercising together. It was a wonderful place for fellowship
and support among other young mothers.
Although the Mother’s Morning group no longer exists (over the years our children grew and our lives became
busier and our schedules more hectic), I am so grateful for the support and relationships that were nurtured during my
formative years as a newly minted mother of very young children.
As our children grow (they range in age from 5 to 10 years old), our family has become more involved with the
church’s Children’s Ministry. My children have made good friends through their Sunday school classes, we love participating in events like the annual Christmas Eve pageant, and I have even found the time to help teach Sunday school
classes during the year. It is these types of opportunities that give our children the religious foundation that is important to our family, and also give us a connection to our church family.
Every fall we complete the online pledge form during the Stewardship season, and these are only a few of the reasons that we feel it is so important to do our part to financially support this church which has given us so much more
than we could ever repay. It gave me a nurturing place to come when I was a brand-new mother, where I could have
fellowship with other mothers who shared my questions and joys and fears. It has given us a place where our children
can make friends and learn about God. It has been a wonderful church family for us, and we will do our best to support
it in any way we can. I prayerfully hope that you will consider the same.
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Legacy Partners Luncheon Celebration
On June 5, we celebrated Legacy Giving Sunday by welcoming Rev. Dr. John Buchanan, retired senior minister of Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago as our special guest preacher and luncheon speaker. At the luncheon we honored 90 plus First Pres
Legacy Partners. Legacy Partners are members and friends who have remembered First Pres in their will or estate plan. More
than sixty-five current Legacy Partners, along with First Pres Pastors and Staff, gathered at noon at the Ann Arbor City Club
for appetizers, good conversation, a wonderful meal, and a stimulating talk by Rev. Buchanan. Dick Rigertink captured the
festivities on camera and we share a few of those pictures here. Thank you, Dick!

First Pres Financial Update
The following financial information for First Presbyterian Church is for the month of August and the 2016 fiscal year which
ends December 31, 2016.
Budget Approved by Session for 2016 Year................ $2,046,240
Income Received for August/Year to Date.................. $118,040 Year: $1,158,683
Actual Expenses for August/Year to Date................... $138,018 Year: $1,248,086
(Shortfall)/Excess for August/Year to Date................. ($19,979)/($89,403)
We thank all those who have supported our Church so far this year. We especially thank all who continued to support First
Presbyterian Church during the summer months! As we move into the fall season, you can support the work and mission
of First Presbyterian Church through continuing your annual financial commitment/gift or by making contributions during
the offertory at our worship services or online at http://firstpresbyterian.org/contribute. If you have questions please contact
Anna Miller in the Finance Office at (734) 662-4466, extension 345 or amiller@firstpresbyterian.org.

Faith in Action
Nicaragua Mission Trip Planned This Spring
The Nicaragua Mission Team is planning its fourth intergenerational trip (teens
with a parent or guardian) for March 31 - April 9, 2017, which coincides with the
Washtenaw County schools spring break. We plan to return to the small community of Quebrada Honda to continue making improvements to the school as well as
other projects requested by the community. Please join us on Sunday, October 30
at 12:15 p.m. in the Vance Room to learn more about this exciting trip.
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Setting the Table of Peace
Support the Peace and Global Witness Offering October 2
Every day, we witness conflict. We read news stories of
violence and irreversible divides. Angry rhetoric fills our airwaves, inboxes, and social media feeds. We see conflict tear apart
communities, families, even people we know. Surrounded by this
strife, it’s easy to see the world as a dark place. We may even come
to share the doubt expressed in Psalm 78:19: “Can God spread
a table in the wilderness?” Yet our faith tells us despite our doubts, sins, distrust, or even anger, God not only sets a table, but
invites us to join it and partake in an abundance of peace.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering challenges us to look at the world as a place where Christ’s peace is possible, not as a
place where conflict is inevitable. This special offering helps bring people to tables of peace, justice, and reconciliation even in
the wilderness of war, violence, and division. In places of conflict, the Offering supports Presbyterian mission co-workers working to bring together former enemies and begin healing the wounds of war. Closer to home, support enables efforts to turn
back the tide of gun violence. In other communities, it’s facilitating a dialogue about the difficult subject of race to find new
common ground. And everywhere, this Offering supports witness, because by sharing the abiding love and mercy of Christ,
more people can find their way to a seat at God’s table.
A quarter of this Special Offering will stay in our community to provide aid for young, single adult refugees resettling in
Washtenaw County from Syria and the Middle East. Samaritas (formerly Lutheran Family Services) and Jewish Family Services have created a welcoming community response for the many refugees in crisis. Our offering will specifically focus on the
youth and young adults coming here to start a new life. Please consider a generous gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering
on October 2 ... and thank you. - Sue Cares, Mission Committee

Fall Cass Workday
Volunteers are needed to work at the Cass Community Social Services Center in Detroit! We need First Pres volunteers to help
with work projects at Cass on Saturday, October 22. We are hoping to provide assistance for the Tiny Homes project, currently
underway at Cass. There are other ways to help for those who are not able to do construction-type projects. Volunteering at Cass
is always fun! Families and groups are particularly encouraged to sign up. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/
cass-work-day/

Thank You Delonis Homeless Center Greeting Card Volunteers
Sunday, October 23, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service, we will recognize and thank our dedicated Delonis Center card
volunteers. Each week at the Wednesday evening meal, one of this group of loyal volunteers helps the guests select their
greeting cards. The cards are donated by church members and stamps are provided by First Pres which allows guests to keep
contact with their families and friends. The 20-year-old card program also allows our volunteers to have time to listen to the
evening guests – amazing conversations often emerge. Interested in volunteering? Call Jeannine Buchanan at 971-6589.

It’s a Feast! It’s the Philippines Pig Roast!
Saturday, October 29, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m., in the Social Hall
Join us for a delicious, entertaining evening! There will be ...
• An authentic Philippine dinner complete with roast pig, adobo, pancit with
mango cake, coconut cookies, and other delights for dessert.
• PACE, the Philippine Arts and Culture Ensemble of Michigan will perform
traditional songs and dances.
• Information regarding mission projects and partnerships in Dumaguete,
Philippines will be on hand and missioners who have been part of this mission
will be available to answer questions.
Proceeds support our sixteen-year-on-going mission projects in the Philippines and scholarships to students in Dumaguette.
The cost is $10 per person, $35 per family. Order tickets ahead by calling the Church Office at 662-4466.
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Buy Your Cinnamon Rolls Sunday, November 6!
The annual Israel/Palestine Mission Team Cinnamon Roll Sale is Sunday, November 6.
Cinnamon rolls are baked with loving care from scratch by members of our mission team. They come
in plain, with raisins, or with pecans and cost $10 a pan. Place your order during Coffee Hour on
Sundays, October 23 and October 30, or beat the crowd and order online at https://firstpresbyterian.
wufoo.com/forms/cinnamon-roll-fundraiser/ All orders are to be picked up in the Social Hall on Sunday, November 6, between 8:45 a.m. and noon. The proceeds are used to
provide financial support for the Mar Elias Educational Institutions, schools for children in the
Palestinian village of Ibillin, Israel, and other initiatives of the Israel/Palestine Mission Team.
All are welcome to help in the baking of the cinnamon rolls on Saturday, November 5, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This is a fun social
event! Volunteer by contacting Margaret McClamroch (mmcclamroch@hotmail.com or 971-3949).

Let’s Do Detroit! Cass Dinner - Sunday, Nov. 13 at 5:30 p.m.
Join us for an evening of great food, wonderful entertainment and good information about Cass
Community Social Services in Detroit! Tickets are $15.00 per person; children 10 and under, $7.50.

• Rev. Faith Fowler of Cass will present a program highlighting Cass’ new Tiny Homes project.
• Cass’ culinary program will be preparing a food extravaganza for the event! The catering service

which was developed by Matt Prentice, well known Detroit restaurateur, has provided employment opportunities for Cass residents. In addition, Matt trains Cass staff, supervises volunteers,
and prepares food in the Cass kitchen. Matt has selected apple grilled turkey with Franklin Cider
Mill apple cider glace to top the menu.
• The ever-popular Ambassadors will also be on hand to sing.
The dinner hopes to stimulate conversation and open opportunities for First Pres to continue to become more involved in meaningful ministry in Detroit through Cass.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education Lectures - All Invited!
Dr Shannon Roznay of the Thrive Wellness Center in Saline, will present “Handle Depression and Anxiety Naturally” on
Monday, October 10, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Please join us to learn about natural alternatives to these problems.
For more information visit http://thrive-wellness-center.com/meet-doctor/

Open Hearts Welcome Refugees
A team from First Pres has created a new community organization called Washtenaw Refugee Welcome (WRW) to support
refugee families and young, single adults from Syria, Turkey, Libya, and Iraq who are being resettled in Washtenaw County. Formed
at the request of Samaritas and Jewish Family Services (the two Washtenaw County resettlement agencies) WRW is the bridge between these agencies and faith groups, community groups, and individuals wanting to help. WRW gathers and organizes resources;
people, community groups, donated items, healthcare resources, interpreters, transportation, and connects them with refugee
needs. As the need for help grows greater and places higher demand on the agencies’ staff and resources, WRW makes it quicker
and easier for agencies to request and receive assistance.
Want to help? Complete a WRW volunteer application available in the Church Office. Volunteers are needed to help with
transportation, healthcare, social and professional mentoring, pro bono services, hospitality, donated goods, technology, and
communication. Applications and opportunity lists are available in the Church Office
or from ritatoderan@comcast.net . Right now, a great need is for donated or low cost
storage space and volunteers with vehicles to transport donated items. Refugees
coming to Washtenaw County are beginning new lives after incredible suffering and
hardship. All have been thoroughly vetted over many months by our federal
government. Please consider joining WRW and the two agencies in making the
adjustment to a new life a happy and welcoming experience for our new neighbors.
Questions? Contact Rita Toderan, First Presbyterian Congregation Liaison, at
ritatoderan@comcast.net or Rev. Jay Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Forward in Mission – Not Your Granny’s Bazaar!
Mark your calendars! On Sunday, November 20, 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. visit the Social Hall for a mission extravaganza of
epic proportions! All First Pres mission groups will be on hand with wares or shares to sell, information to give, stamps
for mission passports, and much more. Watch the bulletin, the website and the November edition of First Press for more
information.

News from the Ludwigs in Niger
September found the Ludwigs back in Niger after a few months of visiting churches and family in he United States. While
in the US, the Ludwigs were a part of an exploratory meeting about establishing a Niger Mission Network for churches
interested in being involved in partnerships in Niger. This fall, Michael will be teaching English and a new introductory
class on Community Health Evangelism (CHE) at a nearby Bible school. Rachel is teaching three students in homeschool
and looking at new ways to develop relationships with women and children in the area.
Pray with us!
• Pray for a good harvest across Niger.
• Pray for Rachel and all the routines and work of starting a school year with three students.
• Pray for the new class Michael is teaching and for the identification of capable leaders for the
national training program.
• Pray for Zach who will have a minorsurgery at a mission hospital three hours away. (Zach is
the newly adopted son of Michael and Rachael and is enjoying his new family, learning family
routines and has begun his English language lessons.)

Adult Education
Dr. Reggie Williams Speaks on Race (Still) Matters
On Sunday, October 2, First Pres welcomes Dr. Reggie L. Williams for two presentations in the
Exploring the Faith series, “Race (Still) Matters.” Dr. Williams is an Assistant Professor of Christian
ethics at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. He will speak first at 11:00 a.m. in Monteith
Hall on “Moving toward the Beloved Community” and then in the Curtis Room from 12:30-2:00
p.m. on “Seeing Whiteness.” He will explore how whiteness functions as a social norm and affects
today’s racially diverse society and faith communities. At noon a pizza and salad lunch ($7) will be
served. Make a reservation by contacting Rev. Ryo at aryo@firstpresbyterian.org, or the Church
Office at 662-4466.

Sunday Morning Offerings

@ 9:30 a.m.
The Bible @ 9:30 French Room/Library October 2 - 23
Class will not be held on October 30.
Join us for Bible exploration, presentation, and conversation.
We are beginning a study of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. Join us at any time! The class is led by Rev. Ed Koster.
First Couples October 2 - 30 Monteith Hall
Spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for couples and individuals. Presenters are class members
October 2, 9 & 16 - Falling Upward: Creating a Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life
Plunge into a discussion of Falling Upward by Richard Rohr. Create a spiritualty that
works for both halves of life.
Discussion, DVD, and spiritual inquiry.
October 23 - Faithful Practices
A DVD presentation and discussion with materials from Walter Brueggemann, Old
Testament Scholar.
October 30 - Islam and Its History: The View from Ann Arbor Today
Rev. Ed Koster, presenter.
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@ 11:00 a.m.

Exploring the Faith October 2 – 30

Montieth Hall

Race (Still) Matters
In addition to Dr. Reggie Williams, presenters include Revs. Daniel Ervin, Angela Ryo, and Jay Sanderford, and
Chuck Monsma, a retired professor of political science at EMU.
October 2 - A Visit with Dr. Reggie L. Williams
Two sessions led by special guest Dr. Reggie L. Williams, Assistant Professor at McCormick Theological Seminary in
Chicago and author of Bonhoeffer’s Black Jesus Harlem Renaissance Theology and an Ethic of Resistance. Dr. Williams will
explore how whiteness functions as an organizing norm and how it affects today’s racially diverse society and communities
of faith.
11:00 a.m. - First Session: “Moving Toward the Beloved Community”
Noon - Pizza and salad lunch in the Curtis Room ($7.00)
12:30-2:00 p.m. Second Session: “Seeing Whiteness”
October 9 - Race and Action: Can I Get a Witness?
Presented by Rev. Daniel Ervin & Chuck Monsma
October 16 - Race and the Elections
Votes, Elections and Demographics, presented by Chuck Monsma & Rev. Sanderford
A Short History of Islam
October 23 - A Short History of Islam: The View from Ann Arbor Today.
Oft feared and misunderstood, Islam is seen as an extreme faith. Rev. Ed Koster will explore the complex history of Islam
and offer insight into the history and practices of this major faith tradition.
October 30 - A Short History of Islam: A Recent View from Syria.
Kelly Nieman Anderson recently visited Syria and other hot-spots in the Middle East and will share her experience and
perceptions.
Common Ground October 9 - 30 Lewis Room
In October, a special series for families, Parenting Today, will consider what is good parenting using amazing audio links, blog
posts and TED Talks to spur conversations. Diane Hockett is the convener.
October 2 - World Communion, Family Sunday Happening
A multi-generational event for all will be held in the Social Hall following the 9:30 a.m. service. Gather with your children
and the whole church family for active learning, fun expressions of faith and to explore learning centers. As it’s a Family
Sunday and there are no separate Sunday school classes for youth and elementary school aged children. All ages are
invited to participate.
October 9 & 30 - Gifts of Imperfection: Raising children with courage,
compassion and connection.
With Brene Brown, a facilitated conversation among parents of elementary
through high school students. Classes use video, audio and conversation.
October 16 & 23 Parenting Today-Parents, Kids & Social Media
Presented by Lex Allum, Peer Minister at First Pres, and others.
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Congregational Life
It’s Time for an Immature Ministries Party!
Are you in your 40s or 50s? Single or couple? Let’s hang out! Join us for a potluck dinner on
Saturday, October 8, at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Nancy and Bob Crawford. Bring friends!
Sign up with Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org, or in the Church
Office. We have a “locally-grown foods” theme, but bring anything you’d like! Keep in mind
the annual chili-cookoff is coming in January. Place and date are TBD.

MATURE MINISTRIES
KICK up your heels and Kick off the program!
Mature Ministries is celebrating 10 years this year! We will have our kick-off day
on Thursday, October 6 and all ages are invited to our presentations. On that day, we
have two guest speakers, and a gourmet lunch for just $10 in the Social Hall.
The first speaker is UM Gymnastics coach Bev Plocki. Gymnastics was all the rage
at this year’s Olympics and she will continue the excitement. This is a huge “get” as
all these coaches are so busy - we are so fortunate to have Coach Plocki coming! Our
second speaker is UM Professor of Pyschology Dr. Richard Nisbett, whom Malcolm
Gladwell has called ‘the person who has most shaped my thinking” - he will speak on “Getting Smarter.” Yes,
he is world-renowned! Reservations for everything we do are requested in the Church Office. Come and hear
about all programs planned for this year. Sign up in the Church Office, or pay ahead of time and sign up at
https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/mature-ministries-kickoff-amazing-um-people/

© Michigan Photography

Brunch Badness!
It’s not quite March Madness, but October is our month for people to enjoy brunch together!
Quad A Brunch - Members of Quad A and their family and friends are invited to attend the annual Quad A brunch on
Sunday, October 23. The festivities will begin at noon in the Social Hall immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Quad A includes people in North and NE Ann Arbor. Please join us to meet your fellow chapel members, get to know
your deacon, and share fun, fellowship, and a delicious meal! For more information contact Heidi Dodson, heidi.dodson@
comcast.net, or 248-921-6109.
Quad B Brunch - The annual Quad B potluck brunch will be held on Sunday, October 30, in the Social Hall after the 11:00
a.m. worship service. Quad B includes neighborhoods near the church: downtown, parts of Geddes, Ann Arbor Hills,
Buhr Park, Burns Park and surrounding neighborhoods. Come to see old friends, meet new neighbors and enjoy a delicious meal. Please bring a salad, side dish, or dessert. Your deacon will contact you soon for your reservation. Questions?
Contact Martine Blogin, Quad B Leader at mblogin@comcast.net

Poets, Priests, and Prophets – A Spring Trip to Ireland
Join Dr. Fair and friends from First Pres on a spring trip (May 18 - 27, 2017) to the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland. The trip is limited to 26 participants. Friends and family who are
not members of First Pres are welcome to join us. To view the trip brochure, visit www.firstpresbyterian.org. Questions? Contact Mary Jones, Pastor’s Assistant at 734-662-4466 ext. 349 or
mjones@firstpresbyterian.org.

Give Blood – The need is constant. The gratification is instant.
The Deacons’ Blood Drive is Thursday, October 20, from 1:30 - 7:30p.m. in the Monteith Hall. Our July event was a great success. Help us achieve a full schedule on October 20! Please consider donating. You may sign up online at www.redcrossblood.
org, or at the Blood Drive table at the Coffee Hour. Questions? Please contact Barb Brewster at dexter4brews@aol.com or
646-5571.
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October PW Gathering Discusses Refugees
The October 19 Presbyterian Women Gathering starts at 9:30 a.m. in the Lewis
Room with the Horizons Bible Study Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes
by Judy Yates Siker. Meg Brown will lead the lesson, which focuses on the book of
Matthew. At 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall, Kevin Piecuch, founder and director of the
Southwest Detroit Immigration and Refugee Center, will present “Refugees in Our
Own Backyard.” All are welcome to attend. Lunch will follow at noon in the Social
Hall. For more information about the mission and focus of Presbyterian Women,
please contact Ginny Bell at virginiabell2013@gmail.com. For information on study
materials, please contact Jane Myers at jemyers@umich.edu.

Youth Connection
Upcoming KEYSTONES Events
Questions? Contact RJ (Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett) at monnett@firstpresbyterian.org.
Pittsburgh Project - November 4-6
Only twelve spots remain out of 25 so sign up soon for this weekend mission trip. The
group will sleep in dorms and work all day Saturday and Sunday morning to do rehab projects for low income home owners.
Past projects included fixing gutters, painting, replacing flooring, hanging siding and drywall, and much more. Join Lex, RJ, and
Mr. King on this fun weekend of mission. Cost is $150.
Florida Mission Trip - December 27 - January 2
Come to the Montgomery Presbyterian Center in Starke, Florida to do maintenance projects at the camp to prepare it for
the spring and summer. We’ll stay in an all-weather cabin and work in the 70 degree sunshine. New Years Day will be spent
snorkeling with manatees. Trip cost is $250 plus airfare. Join Lex, RJ, and college sophomore Erin Tichenor for this week of
mission.
Note: Sign up for both the Pittsburgh Project and the Florida mission trip and the cost is $300 plus airfare - save $100!
Costa Rica Mission Trip - June 18-27, 2017
Come to Portantorchas Bible School on an estate in San Jose, Costa Rica. Sleeping accomodations include bunk bed, hot water, and meals in the manor house. We will work at
area churches and/or in neighborhoods. On the weekend we will travel by motor coach to
Quepos on the Pacific Ocean to visit Manuel Antonio National Park to see sloths, howler
monkeys, and caiman and will swim at one of the most iconic and beautiful beaches in the
world. The trip is open to present high schoolers and friends. Cost is $900 (parent portion)
and $300 fundraising by April 1. Reserve your spot with a $500 check made out to
First Presbyterian Church.

MIDS Event at Howell Nature Center

Junior High Youth Rally - October 1, 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Come do the Zip Line, Archery, Initiatives Course, and hear great speaker
Rev. Dan Heaton of Mt. Clemens on this amazing Saturday with 80 youth
from across metro Detroit. This is a Detroit Presbytery event. Sign up with
a check for $20 made out to First Presbyterian Church and give to Rev. Emily
Béghin, or put in her box in the Church Office. Contact her at 662-4466, ext.
355, as the sign up deadline has passed.
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