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WHAT’S INSIDE

2016 Camino Pilgrimage Group

We may greet November with a wide range of emotions. At First Pres, our month
begins with special services of worship. On November 6 we will observe All Saints’
Day and remember loved ones who during the last year have moved from this life to
the next. Their names will be read at all three morning services as a part of our communion liturgy, emphasizing that in life and in death we belong to God and pointing
forward to that time when all will sit at table together in God’s coming kingdom. At
3:00 p.m. that day we will gather again for the Chancel Choir’s presentation of the
Mozart Requiem, under guest conductor Allen Crowell.
Two days later, all Americans have the great privilege of voting for those who will
govern us. Voting is a responsibility to be exercised and to be given careful, prayerful
thought. Our collective decision will influence the lives of millions of people, not just
in the United States but around the world. Pray for God’s guidance. Pray for civility
and the continuation of our 200+ year tradition of peacefully transferring power. Pray
for God’s Spirit to move among us so that people of both major political parties – and
all smaller parties – will resolve to rise above differences and work for the common
good. Pray for peace.
On Wednesday morning, November 9, our weekly 9:00 a.m. staff worship service
will include the Sacrament of Communion – lifting up our unity in Jesus Christ – and
all are invited to join us for this brief service. We will gather in Monteith.
Lots more is before us. We will celebrate Thanksgiving in worship on November
20 and begin Advent on November 27. Our worship the four Sundays of Advent this
year will center on scripture texts used in Handel’s Messiah and the Chancel Choir
will be presenting different portions of this magnificent music each week.
Friends, be aware of God’s grace and be filled
with gratitude. Allow God’s grace to inform your
thinking and your actions. Remember that everyone
is a beloved child of God. Everyone. Give thanks to
God that this is gospel truth.
Grace and peace,
			
Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor
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Leaf Raking Day
Saturday, November 19
8:00 a.m. - Noon
Calling all leaf-rakers! All generations
come together for Washtenaw Dairy
doughnuts, hot drinks, and to make
our campus beautiful. If you have tarps
and rakes – bring ‘em! Otherwise, bring
yourself, your warm clothing, your
good humor, and willingness to work.
Questions? Contact Adrian Prundeanu
at 662-4466, ext. 343 or aprundeanu@
firstpresbyterian.org.

Fall Back November 6!
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m.
on Sunday, November 6. Remember
to set your clocks back before going
to bed on Saturday, November 5!

Worship & Music
Mozart Requiem
Chancel Choir and soloists will join with the chamber orchestra Michigan Sinfonietta to present the Mozart Requiem on
All Saints’ Sunday, November 6, 3:00 p.m., in the
Sanctuary as we remember those who have died. Guest conductor Allen Crowell, was Director of The United States Army Chorus and Associate Bandmaster of The United States Army
Band (“Pershing’s Own”). Retiring from the Army in 1979 after 20 years of service, he returned to his alma mater, Westminster
Choir College, Princeton, NJ, where he taught and conducted 1979-99. In 1999 he was appointed Director of Choral Activities
at The University of Georgia. We are pleased to welcome an outstanding conductor as we remember those who have died with
the spiritual music of the Mozart Requiem.

Post Election Worship Service
All are welcome to join the church staff for a brief post-election worship service with
Communion at 9:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall on Wednesday, November 9.

EMU Choir Fall Concert: Songs of Love, Hope, & Wonder
The Eastern Michigan University Choir, the university’s top vocal ensemble, will present an evening of choral music entitled
“Songs of Love, Hope and Wonder” in our Sanctuary on Friday, November 18, at 7:30 p.m. The program will include choral
master composers J. S. Bach, Claudio Monteverdi, and Maurice Duruflé interwoven with modern works by Jake Runestad and
Sean Kirchner. Join us for a wonderful evening of vocal music and a celebration of choral art music old and modern.

Faith in Action
Ministry at Alpha House

“Let’s Do Detroit” at First Pres!

The week of November 14 -20, our congregation will be
supporting the work of Alpha House, a shelter for children
and families experiencing homelessness. Take the opportunity
to experience this very rewarding form of ministry yourself.
Sign up on the board at
Coffee Hour or online at
www.firstpresbyterian.org.
Questions? Contact Lucie
Audette (laudette125@
hotmail.com) or Anne Gere
(argere@umich.edu).

Cass Community Social Services Dinner
Sunday, November 13, 5:30 p.m.
Rev. Faith Fowler of Cass Community Social Services will be
presenting a program highlighting the new Tiny Homes project on Sunday, November 13. In addition, Cass’ new culinary
services program will be preparing a food extravaganza for
the event! Dinner will be prepared by Cass’ catering service,
developed by Matt Prentice, a well-known Detroit restaurateur. Matt has selected Apple Grilled Turkey with Franklin
Cider Mill Apple Cider Glace to top the menu. The Ambassadors will also be on hand to sing. Tickets are $15.00 per
person; children 10 and under, $7.50. Learn how First Pres can
become more involved in meaningful ministry in Detroit.

Keeping Up with the Ludwigs
This past month flew by as we spent most of the month
teaching homeschool, teaching English, preaching sermons,
practicing lessons, and learning about the harvest. It’s been
a good month with rains once or twice a week to keep the
temps down in the 90s and lower 100s, but it’s been mixed in
with a lot of patient waiting and extra stressors with children.
Great news for the Rickshaw project! Rickshaws were purchased for less than anticipated so there are funds to cover any
large repair costs and to buy additional taxis. Please continue
to pray for us!
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Forward in Mission...Not your Granny’s Bazaar!
Sunday, November 20, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Find out how First Presbyterian is working locally and around the world. Our mission teams want to involve you in our
work! But, we know some of you are unable to travel, or the idea of spending a week sleeping on the floor leaves you, well...
weak! Although you may have wanted to support the missions, we suspect that some of your
purchases may still be in your closet gathering dust. We’re going to give you a chance to help
the mission teams and participate in the missions without leaving Ann Arbor or buying
things you have no use for. Each team has developed a list of intangible items or “shares”
to be sold at the Forward in Mission event. For instance, if you wish to support the Russia
Mission Team, you could pay for a portion of the Russian Visa application fee, a hefty $250
for one student going with the college group next summer. It’s available in increments of $5,
$10, $15, or more. Or, maybe you wanted to join the Nicaragua group but thought their trip
sounded too strenuous. You could help to buy the paint for the classroom that was built last
year, which could be used by our delegation this spring to finish that building. In their Sunday
School classes, each child will be given a passport. Children will carry the passport around
Forward in
to the different mission tables to be stamped. While there, they can learn something about
Mission
the mission or the country. Find out how First Presbyterian is working locally and around the
world. To see the catalog, click here.

ISRAEL/PALESTINE MISSION TEAM NEWS:
Don’t Miss Out on Cinnamon Rolls!
There’s still time to place your order for Israel/Palestine Mission Team Cinnamon
Rolls! Cinnamon rolls come in plain, with raisins, or with pecans and cost $10 a pan.
Order before Thursday, November 3 online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/cinnamon-roll-fundraiser/ All orders are to be picked up in the Social Hall on
Sunday, November 6, between 8:45 a.m. and noon. The proceeds are used to provide
financial support for the Mar Elias Educational Institutions, schools for children in
the Palestinian village of Ibillin, Israel, and for other initiatives of the Israel/Palestine Mission Team. Help bake cinnamon rolls
on Saturday, November 5, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This is a fun social event! Volunteer by contacting Margaret McClamroch
(mmcclamroch@hotmail.com or 971-3949). Questions? Contact Margaret McClamroch.
IPMT Member Elected to Board of Directors- The Israel Palestine Mission Team announces that member Jim Thomson has
been elected to the Board of Directors of the Pilgrims of Ibillin. First Presbyterian Church, through the Israel Palestine Mission
Team, is a chapter of the Pilgrims of Ibillin, which is a U. S. non-governmental organization that supports the Mar Elias Educational Institutions in northern Galilee, Israel, and seven other peace-building organizations in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza.
First Pres has supported the Mar Elias schools, founded by Melkite Father Elias Chacour, since 2001. Jim’s role on the Board
will involve setting the future direction of the support efforts undertaken by the Pilgrims and interpreting to local congregations
the missions of the recipient organizations in Israel and Palestine.

College Connection
Cook Pancakes for College Students!
The Pancake Supper will be Tuesday, December 13, 10:00 p.m. - midnight, as UM students wrap up the
semester. As the semester winds down, students are working hard, and our hospitality goes a long way.
We expect to serve over 300 hungry students from 10:00 p.m. to midnight and we need your help! Volunteers are needed to help with outreach, setup, tear down, cooking, serving, and more. To sign up for a job
contact Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett at jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-4466, ext. 346. Don’t have time to
help? Monetary donations are needed as well. To contribute, make your check out to First Presbyterian
Church with Pancake Supper on the memo line.
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Financial Stewardship
Words of Grace and Gratitude

As co-chairs of this year’s stewardship campaign, it has been our good fortune to work with
a wonderful committee. Our members include Brian Baumhover, John LeDuc, Katie and Bill
Parker, Chris Queen, and Lee Roberts, and helpers Jane Hollingsworth, Meg Brown, and Carson
Smith. Thank you all. Of course, all of our work has been under the gentle guidance of Rev. Dr.
Fairfax F. Fair and Rev. Daniel Ervin, with the able assistance of our delightful church staff, who
make this a team effort.
Our pledge goal for 2017 is $1,700,000. As of October 27, we have received $1,125,161 in pledges, or 66% of our goal. If you
have not yet pledged, we ask for your prayerful, and prompt, consideration. Our church has a history of meeting its goals, and we
believe this year will be no different. We will continue our outreach efforts, believing that making and keeping promises to God
is an important and shared spiritual discipline. We use the word “prompt” because we cannot plan for 2017, we cannot prepare
a budget, and we cannot set our course, until we know what financial resources will be available to us. Imagine taking a car trip
without a gas gauge! If you have already pledged, a simple “Thank You” seems inadequate. Because of you, we can continue to
educate our young people, and provide them with Bibles so they can educate themselves. Because of you, our brothers and sisters
in other parts of our world can continue to receive medical and spiritual care. Because of you, those in our congregation who are
troubled in body or spirit have people they can turn to for comfort. Because of you our congregation can continue to worship
together in celebration of God’s amazing grace. And so much more….
Most of us have an area of “special” interest. We hope you’ve reflected your individual interests on the Opportunity to Serve
form that came with your stewardship package. To meet our mission obligations, our church needs both our financial and our
service support. Together, let us continue to express our gratitude for the indescribable, and unearned, gift of God’s grace.
Pam and Bill Wood (co-chairs)

Endowment & Special Gifts

Did you know that under U.S. tax laws, if you have an individual retirement account (IRA) and have reached the age of 70-½,
you are required to withdraw minimum annual distributions, which are then taxed as income? However, if you also plan to make
contributions to charities, it is possible to avoid that tax by having your IRA distributions made directly to a qualified charity.
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) permit ANNUAL direct transfers totaling up to $100,000 of tax-deferred IRA savings.
Importantly, QCDs automatically count toward required minimum distributions (RMDs) for the year when the QCD is made.
The charitable organization must qualify for a charitable income tax deduction of an individual, other than a private (grant-making) foundation, a donor-advised fund or a supporting organization under Internal Revenue Section Section 509(a)(3).
To make a contribution, contact the intended charity to determine the exact payee name for the check (for example: First
Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor). Then instruct your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly to the
charity. It won’t qualify if the trustee or custodian makes the mistake of putting IRA money in a non-IRA account of yours as an
intermediate step. It won’t qualify if the check is made out to you. The charity that receives the donation must provide the same
contribution acknowledgment needed to claim a charitable income tax deduction. Questions? Contact Anna Miller, Finance
Manager, at amiller@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-4466, ext. 345.
Source: http://wealthmanagement.com/retirement-planning/ira-qualified-charitable-contributions-reinstated-made-permanent

Children & Families
Bibles for Third Graders

Each year our church gives a Bible to all third graders, and to fourth and fifth
graders who have never received a Bible. Bibles are given to our children in
recognition of their growth in religious education and in hope that, with
guidance of parents, our children will continue to read and study Scripture. This year a new translation of the Bible – the
2016 Camino Pilgrimage Group Common English Bible – was presented to each child during the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday,
October 16. Children who received Bibles were Gavin Anderson, Henry Baumhover, Cassandra Dutch, Jacob Edwards, Jack
German, Grace Grabowski, Alexander Hamden, James Hollingsworth, Olive Martin, Peyton Peters, Emma Schneidewind, Owen
Smith, Philip Suh, Avaleigh Westfall, and Aaron Wisniewski. Following the worship service, we celebrated with cake! There was also
a gathering of all the children and their families in the Lewis Room to celebrate their Milestone: Exploring the Word of God.
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Youth Connection
Costa Rica Mission Trip
The Costa Rica Mission Trip is June 18-27, 2017. On a Sunday we will fly from Detroit to San Jose where Jorge Zuniga, the Portantorchas Mission Coordinator, will meet us at the airport and transport us to the neighborhood of Grand Blanc to
the gated school campus. At night the team will stay in bunks with hot showers on a beautiful, secure campus and our meals
will be served in the main house (see below, center). We will travel by motorbus to our worksites out in the community. At the
end of the work week we will travel by bus to Quepos on the Pacific Ocean and stay in a local hotel. We will swim on one of
the world’s most beautiful beaches and visit the Manual Antonio National Park to see howler monkeys, sloths, caimans, and all
kinds of birds.
The trip is open to all present high schoolers. The cost of the trip is $1,200. To secure a spot a deposit of $900 is
required by December 3. Fundraising must be completed by April 1. Scholarship money is available. Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett,
Director of Youth Ministry, and Lex Allum, Peer Minister will lead the trip. This is Rev. Dr. Monnett’s fourth mission trip to
Costa Rica. For more information, contact contact Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett at jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org, 662-4466, ext. 346,
or 734-272-9164 (cell).

We have partnered with Portantorchas in 2009 and 2012. On these trips we have built a playground, laid a concrete floor in a church, renovated
a kitchen, painted the expansive roof of a church, dug out a mudslide and started a rock retaining wall with an estimated 12,000 rocks.

Confirmation
Confirmation class is a time of exploration for eight graders, a time to learn about the Bible, worship, who God is, what
Jesus is all about, and how the Holy Spirit is at work in the world. Along the way they study sin, forgiveness, faith, grace, love,
peace, joy, and more.
The confirmation ministry bookends with the vows parents and the congregation make at Baptism when they promise to
raise their children to know Jesus and all that Christian faith can mean to them. In the spring, those in the confirmation class
will have the opportunity to choose First Presbyterian Church as their church. At that time they can join the church and become active, full members of First Pres. As Presbyterians we have no second class membership for our youth. Those who join
are accepted as equal with all members with full rights to vote in congregational meetings, serve if called as elders or deacons,
serve on any committees, and continue to serve God through mission and Christian education. For more information about
confirmation, contact Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett at jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org, 662-4466, ext. 346, or 734-272-9164 (cell).

Pittsburgh Project Update
The high school mission weekend at the Pittsburgh Project, November 4-6, is fast approaching. Please remember our high schoolers in prayer as they travel and rehab homes
for low-income home owners throughout Pittsburgh. The Pittsburgh Leader Team is
Chris King, Josh King, Emily Karlsson, Lex Allum and the Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett.
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Congregational Life
Caregivers Support Group
Are you a caregiver? Whether daily or occasionally, living with or living two states over, if you feel some
responsibility for another person’s wellbeing, you are most likely a caregiver. Caregivers often find
support and comfort from other caregivers. Our group meets once a month - the first THURSDAY of
each month, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., in the Vance Room (across from the pastors’ offices). All are
welcome – please join us!

Could You Be a Stephen Minister?
Recruitment of the next class of Stephen Ministers has begun. Consider whether or not this ministry might be a good fit for
you. Stephen Ministers have a heart for those who could use a Christian friend to accompany them through a difficult time
in their lives. SMs are active and compassionate listeners who allow their care receivers to talk, to cry, or to be silent, without
providing advice and attempting to fix the difficult situation. SMs are able to commit to a schedule for training initially and
later to one of regular meetings with their care receiver and regular participation in continuing education and peer supervision.
SMs pray for their care receivers and for one another as care givers. If this sounds interesting to you, contact Mary McKeever
(molivmck@gmail.com or 277-0007) for an application packet and prayerfully consider whether God is calling you. Applications may be returned to the Stephen Ministry mailbox by Sunday, November 6. Interviews will be conducted during November, with selections to be completed by early December. Stephen Ministry is an experience of learning, growth, joy, and service.
Please join us.

Join First Pres!
The next new member class is Sunday, November 20, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Note: The classes scheduled for Wednesday evenings, November 9 and 16 have been cancelled.

PW Looks at Justice on the College Campus
Bible Study - The November 16 Presbyterian Women Gathering starts at 9:30 a.m. in the Lewis Room with the Horizons Bible Study Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes by Judy
Yates Siker. Join us as we look at the Gospel of Luke led by Meg Brown. Luke – historian, Gentile, physician, and storyteller extraordinaire – brings us back to the days of the ministry of Jesus
and shows us Jesus as a prophetic figure. For information about purchasing study materials,($8):
contact Jane Myers at jemyers@umich.edu.
Program - At 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall, Marjorie Horton, Assistant Dean for Undergraduate
Education at UM, presents “Navigating Communications Justice on the College Campus: No
Easy Path.” All are welcome to attend. Lunch ($7) will follow at noon in the Social Hall. For information on the program, contact Meg Brown at lmegbrown@gmail.com. Questions about the
mission and focus of Presbyterian Women? Contact Ginny Bell at virginiabell2013@gmail.com.

Tastes of Faith
Food That Celebrates Gratitude and Joy
Sunday, November 20, Chinmaya Mission, 4760 Packard Rd.
The Interfaith Round Table is extending the theme of the annual Thanksgiving celebration this year. Preceding the Thanksgiving celebration will be a
fundraising dinner that showcases food from a variety of faith traditions with
representative foods served to celebrate holidays and holy days – your way!
All are welcome and encouraged to attend one or both of the events. For
ticket information please visit irtwc.org .

6

World Communion Family Happening
A great time was had by all at the World Communion Family
Happening at the beginning of October. This multi-generational
event convened in the Social Hall after the 9:30 a.m. service and
church members traveled through nine different activities.
In the end, 75 Care Kits were completed and given to the St
Andrew’s Church Breakfast program; Welcome banners were
decorated for refugees arriving in Washtenaw County; Tibetan
prayer flags and prayer finger labyrinths were made; books of World
Communion Hymns were decorated; breads from around the
world were tasted; and a world map was covered with prayers for all
of our Mission co- workers around the globe. Prizes were given to children who tried all of the activities. Adults who tried all the
activities were entered into a drawing. Holly Majorprice won a pound of our Fair Trade coffee, and Ann Nicklas was the winner
of a reserved parking space for one of our Christmas Eve services! Congratulations Ann and Holly. Look for another Family
Sunday (Fun Day!) Happening in February.

Transitions
We Say Good Bye:
We celebrate the retirement of Mike
Wright. Many of you came to know and
appreciate Mike through his years of
service to First Pres as Maintenance/
Repair Manager.

We Celebrate the Marriage of:
Christopher Haddlesey & Julia Pakela, May 23
Jim Lombard and Anne Jamison, June 10
Alice Garabrant and Marques Peterson, June 25
Allison Lynn Pomerantz & John Shipman Armstrong,
August 20

Susan Zidar, Finance Manager, left First
Pres September 30, to accept a position at
Colonial Square Cooperative.

We Grieve the Death of:
Marcia Van Tuyl, March 25
Evelyn Hepla, April 25
Elizabeth Rogers, May 10
Robert Kerschbaum, June 20
Fritz Lehmann, August 11
Gwen Groves, August 22
Donna Underwood, September 16
Carol Tice, October 4
Richard Wickboldt, October 8
Libby Hillegonds, October 10
Margaret Rookes - October 14
Paul Kirton - October 18
Jack Edman - October 20
Audrey Curtis - October 22

We Welcome:
Anna Miller has accepted the position of
Finance Manager for First Pres. Anna has
previously served us well as a part-time
Finance Assistant. Her knowledge of our
church’s accounting systems and reports
enables her to move seamlessly into the
full-time role of Finance Manager.

Adult Education
Sunday Morning Class Schedule

@ 9:30 a.m.
The Bible @ 9:30
French Room/Library
Bible exploration, presentation and conversation continues each week with a study of the Gospel of Luke and the book of
Acts. All are welcome! There will be no class on Sunday, November 27.
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First Couples November 6-20 Monteith Hall
November 6 - Refusing to Be Enemies Part 2
A CNN Video on Hand in Hand schools, the only
public schools in Israel where Jews and Arabs take
classes together and learn both Hebrew and Arabic in
an integrated, multicultural setting.
November 13 & 20 - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Over these two Sundays, the class will view and discuss a DVD on Dietrich Bonhoeffer
November 27 - No Class

@ 11:00 a.m.
Common Ground November 6 - 20 Lewis Room
November 6 & 13 - The Global and Domestic Impact of Human Trafficking
Eric Wells, third-year law student at the University of Michigan, will lead us in an in-depth
discussion about the world of human trafficking –the ethical issues surrounding it, its domestic and
international impact, as well as the successes and failures of actions around the world to stop it. He
will share narratives on human trafficking from around the world, discuss the work currently being
done at the Human Trafficking Clinic at UM as well as give us tips on how Christians can be part of
the solution.
November 20 - Forward in Mission: Not Your Granny’s Bazaar
Join the Mission Bazaar in the Social Hall and discover the many mission works and opportunities at First Pres.
November 27 – No Class
Exploring the Faith November 6-20 Montieth Hall
November 6, 13 & 20 A Short History of Islam: The View from Ann Arbor Today
Examine the history, theology, and culture of Islam with the Rev. Ed Koster as our guide. Note: on November 13 the class
will meet in the Curtis Room.
November 27 - No Class

Advent Is Coming!
Gift of the Magi
Gift of the Magi is a mutual, intergenerational, gift-giving event within the First Pres
family. Imagine your child leaving a plate of cookies at the door of a widower, ringing the
doorbell, and running away. The delightful giggles warm your heart as together you watch
from around the corner as the man opens the door to read the gift tag on top, “A gift from your secret Magi.”
While the secular world loves to play secret Santa, we at First Pres get to play secret magi - reflecting the spirit of the wise
men who brought gifts to Jesus. Are you single, an empty -nester couple, or a family with young children? All are welcome!
On November 23, you’ll be given the name of another family unit participating - members and friends of this church. They
won’t know you have their name. You won’t know who has your name, either! You will commit to do three things: pray for
your special person or family during all of Advent; make them something; and do something for them. Now, you don’t have to
keep yourself a secret. It may not be practical. Secrecy is less important than keeping the spirit of the magi, that spirit of joyful
giving. Sign up before November 22 at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/gift-of-the-magi-2016/

Advent Email Devotional
If you would like to receive daily devotions during Advent and haven’t received a devotional in the past, sign up at http://firstpresbyterian.org/daily-devotionals-signup. Every day during Advent, a devotion written by First Pres members and staff will
be delivered to your inbox. A limited number of hardcopies of the devotional will be available in the Church Office.
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Family to Family Christmas
Consider having your family, group, class, or friends “adopt” a local family in need identified by the Michigan Department of
Human Services. Select a family and purchase gifts and/or food according to their needs, and then deliver the gifts personally
or have a FTF volunteer deliver them for you. Alternatively, donations may be made to purchase gift cards for families not directly adopted, or for families in need who have loved ones at Mott Children’s Hospital and U-M Hospital during the holidays.
Sign up to adopt families after morning worship services on November 27, December 4, and December 11 in the Social Hall.
Contact Julie Morrison at jdornmorrison@gmail.com or 668-0420 for more information.

Advent Happening - Arts & Crafts for the Whole Family!
Advent Happening, is a multi-generational creating and crafting event with projects for all – ages
3 to 103. Drop in anytime on Saturday, December 3, 10:00 a.m. - noon for a morning of activities
for the littlest children to the oldest fun-loving adults! Friends are always welcome. Get into the
spirit of the season by making gifts and ornaments, decorating cookies and designing Christmas
cards. For any who wish, childcare is provided for infants through age two if older siblings and
parents are busy at the Advent Happening. Make a childcare reservation by contacting Debbie
MacVey at 662-4466, ext. 342 or dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org.

Hallelujah: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah
Participate in a study series for both the music lover and the biblical seeker and explore the scriptural texts of Handel’s Messiah. This study offers careful examination of the texts and opens doors to our community in a new way. There will be several
choices for you to enter this rich study of the Messiah. On Sunday mornings in December at 11:00 A.M. the pastors of First
Pres will lead class sessions in Monteith Hall. Then, there will be small group discussion sessions throughout the week led by
pastors, retired pastors, and skilled discussion leaders. Sessions will be scheduled by interest and availability. To sign up for a
discussion series, please contact Rev. Jay Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org.

Honor and Remember by Giving a Poinsettia
Give a poinsettia to beautify our worship on December 18 in honor or memory of a loved one. Poinsettias are $16 and can be
ordered until noon on Monday, December 12 in the Church Office or at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/poinsettias-2016/. Please note the early deadline! After worship on December 18 and 24, Deacons will deliver over 150 poinsettias to
those in our congregation who are in life-care residences, grieving, recovering, or dealing with special circumstances.

Family Christmas Pageant
All children are invited to participate in First Pres’ “come-one, come all” Christmas Pageant for children ages 3 and older.
At 3:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve, the children of our congregation present our Family Christmas Eve Pageant and Worship
Service. There are non-speaking parts for a multitude of children. A meeting will be held Sunday, December 4, at 11:00 a.m.
in the Lewis Room for parents of children participating in the pageant. Information about the pageant will be given and some
costumes will be handed out. A pageant rehearsal is scheduled for Saturday, December 17 in the Sanctuary and a full dress
rehearsal scheduled for Wednesday, December 21, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. The age guidelines, with some overlap, are Starbearers
- three-year olds to kindergarteners; Shepherds - first and second graders; Angels - first through fifth graders; Magi - third
through fifth graders. This can vary a little, but after years of rehearsals we find this seems to work the best.
All of our children are invited to sing as a part of the pageant. Doris Granum leads our children’s choir in rehearsal on
Sundays, 10:30 -10:55 a.m. Children are encouraged to participate even if they didn’t start with the choir in September. Sign
your child up to participate in the pageant online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/christmas-eve-pageant-registration/ or complete the form found in the Sunday School classrooms. Register by December 5.

Glacier Hills Advent Bible Study
Friends, join us as we learn and grow with God and each other this Advent
Season in our weekly Advent Bible Study beginning on November 29th through
December 20th, every Tuesday from 10:30-noon in the Interfaith Chapel at
Glacier Hills. This study will be led by Rev. Emily Béghin. Questions? contact
Rev. Béghin at ebeghin@firstpresbyterian.org.
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