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There are many reasons to be a Presbyterian. A few of my
favorites are our trust in a sovereign, loving God, our belief
that the Holy Spirit continues to inspire our reading of scripture, that God calls us into community to listen and learn
from one another and to care for one another, and that God
calls us to use our minds as well as our hearts in our worship
and life together. Because God is the creator of all and creates
us as intelligent, thinking beings, everything in life is a theological matter. God has a bearing on everything in life.
As we move through the busy days that wrap up another
school year and into the more relaxed pace of summer, I hope
you will accept the challenge to think theologically in the
coming months. When you read or hear a story in the news,
consider it from a theological perspective. Does it push up
against a biblical mandate? Does it call to mind a teaching of
Jesus? Does it illustrate the pervasive nature of sin? Do you
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perceive that God calls us to respond
in a particular way?
With the often harried pace of life
that includes 24-hour news cycles and
electronic gadgets that ding to trigger
instant responses, learning to think
theologically can be a way to heighten
our awareness of God’s constant presence in our lives. It can help us ‘be still, and know God.’ It can
bring strength to face whatever comes our way, comfort that we
are not alone, and peace. This is my prayer for you all.
Grace and peace,
						
		
Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor

Register Now for the All-Church Picnic ... BBQ, Inflatables, and a Rock Band!
Be sure to save your spot at the June 7 all-church picnic! We’ll enjoy the delicious chicken, pork, and kielbasa barbecue of Ann
Arbor’s Satchel’s BBQ; have giant inflatables for little kids as well as big ones; enjoy games for kids of all ages; and welcome the
band Chief Officers’ Blues, featuring our member Dallas Dort. The cost is $7 per person if you pay ahead online, or $8 at the
door. There is no family maximum cost set for this event. Children 5 and under eat for free. Sign up now at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/allchurch-picnic-reservation-2015/

Congregational Life
PENTECOST IS MAY 24
Help us celebrate the church’s birthday – WEAR RED TO WORSHIP!

Get Your Directory Picture Taken Now!
New Dates Have Been Added
We have two more sessions of photo taking with Lifetouch, the first scheduled for Wednesday, April 29 through Saturday, May
2 and the second for Friday, June 12 through Sunday, June 14. If you have not yet had your photo taken for the new directory,
please sign up soon. These are the last dates that professional photographs will be taken. The new photo directory will be distributed in September. Sign up at www.firstpresbyterian.org, or call the Church Office (662-4466) for an appointment.

Recognizing Graduates

Farewell from
Rev. Lindsay Conrad

Graduate Recognition - We will recognize and celebrate our
high school graduates on Sunday, June 7. We will recognize
college graduates in the June edition of First Press. If you have
a college graduate (undergraduate or graduate degree) in your
family, please let us know. The deadline to submit information
is May 12. Submit your information at: https://firstpresbyterian.
wufoo.com/forms/celebrating-our-first-pres-college-graduates/, or call the Church Office.
We will be listing these graduates
by name, degree, and institution.

Rev. Lindsay Conrad is embarking on her
next journey in ministry this month as
she heads to Burlington, North Carolina
to serve as Associate Pastor of Mission,
Young Adults, and Congregational Care at First Presbyterian
Church. She ends her time with us in worship on Sunday,
May 10. Please stay for the Coffee Hour as we celebrate Lindsay’s ministry with us. Cards of appreciation are welcome.
Below are her words of gratitude as she continues in her call
to ministry.
Peace be yours, dear church,
as we part ways,
and we say goodbyes both sweet and sour.

Plan Your Route to Church
Keep these Sundays in mind when you are driving to church.
Roads may be blocked off so plan an alternate route.

As the hour comes to walk away,
I must say you have been a blessing,
a challenge, a delight, and a headache and have helped me grow in leaps and bounds.

May 3 Burns Park Run – Road closures affect families
who live in the Burns Park area.
May 31 Dexter-Ann Arbor Run – Main street is closed.

AND - I would do it all again.

Don’t Miss the Spring Photo Show!

The sounds of your voices and the wrinkles in your smiles,
will stay with me as I go,
while I tread forward into the next step of my journey…

The Spring First Presbyterian Photo Show runs May 10
through May 31 in the Social Hall. Come and meet the exhibitors during Coffee Hour on Sunday May 10. The photographers are church members or associates and promise to
look as friendly as this alligator! (Look for this smiley fellow
in Prue Heikkinen’s display.) If you are interested in being
an exhibitor, please contact
Marion Powers (761-9859,
or mmpowrs@umich.edu).
Space is limited, but your
participation in future shows
is welcome.

and you on to yours.
Peace be yours, dear church,
and may Christ continue to call you,
challenge you,
rattle you,
shake you,
through the voices of prophets and preachers,
and as you dare to dig into the Word yourself
and be changed.
AMEN.
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Mature Ministries Upcoming Events
Hilltoppers on May 14
Members and friends of First Pres who are 60 and up are invited to join us for an enlightening lecture from Professor Gary Was, MIT-educated Professor of Nuclear Engineering, University of Michigan. Lunch is $5. Reservations
requested, please. Sign up in the Church Office, 662-4466, or contact Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org

Mature Ministries Invited to the Measure for Measure Concert!
The Measure for Measure (M4M) men’s choral group will present their spring concert (with a special performance by a local high
school choir) on Saturday, May 16, at Hill Auditorium, at 8 p.m. They are providing members of Mature Ministries at First Pres and
their friends with free tickets. Interested? Contact Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org, by May 5.

Edsel Ford House Tour May 21

“EdselFordHouseSide” by Andrew Jameson - Own work.

Do you like Downton Abbey? If so, you’ll like this! Mature Ministries invites you to join us May
21 for a tour of the historic Edsel Ford house and gardens followed by lunch on the grounds. We
will depart around 9 a.m. from First Pres and carpool in groups. Our group will be accompanied
by Brad Taylor, Director of the UM Museum Studies Program. The head of the gardens will speak
to our group. The cost for the trip and luncheon is $25. Sign up by May 3. Contact Rev.Rogers at
mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org or call the Church Office at 662-4466.

Geraniums Celebrate our Newest Members in Bloom
On May 24, Pentecost, red geraniums will grace the sanctuary with their beautiful presence. They are in honor of all the members
of First Pres who have joined within the past 5 years. The celebration of their membership is sponsored by the Deacons. Their
names will be in the bulletin that day, and they are invited to take the geraniums home after worship.

Vets Group Sponsors Coffee Hour and Remembrance Ceremony
On Sunday, May 24, the First Pres veterans group will be hosting Coffee Hour in the Social Hall and afterwards,
a special remembrance ceremony in the Memorial Garden. Coffee Hour will be a dedication and remembrance
of those who have served in the military and have died. A slide show will be shown honoring some veterans who
are former members of our church, friends, or relatives of church members. If you wish someone to be honored
in the slide show, please send two photographs of the veteran, one current and one in military uniform, as well
as a description of military involvement to Gary Stahl at stahl.gary@sbcglobal.net. At 12:15 p.m., all are invited
to a remembrance ceremony led by Rev. Eldon Berry in the Memorial Garden at 12:15 p.m.The names of the
veterans interred there will be read. Questions? Contact John Kinzinger at 994-0444.

John Kinzinger’s uncle,
James Kinzinger, U.S. Army

Play Ball! It’s Time for Tigers Baseball
Come with us on June 14 to root for the Tigers as they take on the Cleveland Indians at Comerica Park at 1:00 p.m. This is an event
for all ages, and friends are welcome. Tickets are $32 per person. You can drive yourself, or take our chartered bus for $13 per person (maximum $30 per family). The bus departs from First Pres at 11:15 a.m. Sign up here — https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/detroit-tigers-v-cleveland-indians/ — or contact the Church Office at 662-4466.

T2A2 (Twenties and Thirties) ... Join Us!
We are young adults and graduate students gathered in the wideness of God’s love. Moving beyond the labels of Singles, Young
Couples, or young professionals, we are from different traditions, backgrounds and vocations, and we join together in the ministries of First Pres. Interested in learning more? Contact Sandy Talbott, stalbott@firstpresbyterian.org, to subscribe to our T2A2
email list.
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Transitions
We Say Goodbye to

Memorial Services
Erik Burkhalter............. May 8
Peg Ressler...................... May 15
Betty Reinhart............... May 16
Georgie Taylor.............. May 23
Bob Snyder..................... June 7
Dorothy Barrow........... July 11

Ken Gray, moving to Colorado Springs

We Celebrate the Marriage of
Whitney Wild and Christopher Amon, Saturday, April 25
We Grieve the Death of
James Wiese, April 30

Youth Connection
Confirmation 2015
We welcome our newest members of First Pres, our 2015
Confirmands Ethan Bilby, Allison Dabrowski, Elizabeth Engel,
Nicole France, Leina Kaehr, Emily Lancaster, Ben Meyers,
Claudia Morville, Aedan Mulcrone, Charlie Rogers, Jack Santinga,
and Lydia Schaafsma.

Looking Ahead ...
Summer Events for 6th-8th Graders

• Art Fair Parking – July 15-18 Work with a parent on a three-hour shift to support Youth Mission at First Pres.
• Camp Westminster – July 26-August 1 Are you signed upfor another great week on Higgins Lake with Bible Quest,
canoe trip, swimming, crafts and Nuke’m? See RJ for more information and to sign up.

• Genesis Action Camp – August 11-13

Grab your friends and come for amazing days of big fun at church – with Rolling Hills, Yuck Day, and so much more. Our high school Youth Interns put together three great days of fun and chaos to
make the dog days of summer bark. The cost is $40. Sign up now or sign up later, but don’t forget to sign up for three great
days of mayhem.

Summer Events for 9th-12th Graders

• Keystones at the Lake – July 8

Come out to Clear Lake for pontoon boating, swimming, and grilling fun, from 4:0010:00 p.m. Car pools will leave at 3:30 p.m. from Meijer Parking Lot, Jackson Road.

• Art Fair Parking – July 15-18

Come work two shifts or more to raise money for Youth Mission. This is an all hands
on deck event with shifts from 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 12:00-4:00 p.m., and 3:30-7:30 p.m. Bring a parent or a friend to earn
more money. To earn money you must work two shifts. We need eight people per shift.

• Hiram Roadtrip – August 6-8

We are heading to Hiram, Ohio for bouldering/hiking at Nelson Ledges State Park,
creek walking in the Chagrin River, swimming at the Nelson Ledges Quarry, and a day at the Wild Water Kingdom water
park. The cost is $140 if you sign up by June 10.
Questions? Contact RJ (Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett) at jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org for more information.

Faith in Action
Communion Sunday Food Collection: May 3
Mature Ministries will sponsor the food drive on May 3 as a part of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. As you come to be fed, feed others. The food and offerings given will go to the
Washtenaw Community College food bank.
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Russia Mission Team Events Coming Soon:
An Evening of Music and Dessert
On Friday, May 8, from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., in the Social Hall, the Russia Mission
Team will host an evening of Russian desserts, a variety of musical presentations, and information about a camp for children with special needs in Davydovo, Russia. The event is a fund-raiser for ministry in Davydovo. Members
of First Presbyterian Church and St. Vladimir Russian Orthodox Church will
provide desserts and musical entertainment. Also guest Russian violinist Tatyana
Savenkova, accompanied by First Pres pianist and choir member Grace Chung,
will perform works by Mozart and Bach. The cost will be $5 per person or $15 for a family; also a free-will offering will be
received. Make reservations at www.firstpresbyterian.org
Rev. Don Marsden Discusses Global Christian Ministry
On Sunday, May 10 at 12:15 p.m., the Russia Mission Team will host a luncheon, followed by a presentation on global Christian ministry by Rev. Don Marsden of the Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship. Don attended First Pres as a student, served in
Moscow at the Narnia Center, and currently serves in the Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship, an organization whose goal is to
provide Christian ministry to all groups of people. The cost is $7.00 per person, and $20.00 per family. Please make reservations on the church’s website. Questions? Linda Speck, 677-0620 or aa3013@wayne.edu.

Cass Community Work Day
Come and be a part of First Presbyterian’s annual spring planting of vegetable and flower gardens at Cass Community Social Services in Detroit on Saturday, May 9. Carpools
will leave from the church at 8:00 a.m. We should wrap up our work early afternoon.
Absolutely no skills are required. Sign up at www.firstpresbyterin.org or email Sue
Jeffers at sjeffers1@me.com.

Meet Our International Learners at the ESL Potluck
The English as a Second Language Ministry at First Presbyterian will hold an international potluck on Thursday, May 14, from
5:00 - 7:00 p.m., in the Social Hall. Everyone interested in learning more about the activities of the ESL Ministry as well as those
who enjoy participating in an international potluck is invited. Just bring a dish to share. Beverages, plates, and flatware will
be provided. You can sign up in the church office or online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. Questions? Contact Ruth Primas at
ruthp@umich.edu.

How Does Our Garden Grow?
Do you love to garden? Be a part of our vegetable garden pilot program! On Sunday,
May 17 at 1:30 a.m., volunteers from First Pres will team up with those from Hillel to
plant tomatoes, flowers, and a variety of other herbs and vegetables on the Hill Street
property. Volunteers are needed to put in the garden as well as to weed, water, and
care for it over the summer. Want to help? Contact Paul Smith at psmith6641@aol.
com to sign up. Bring your gardening gloves, tools, etc., and see you Sunday, May 17!
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2015 House of Faith
First Pres is a mission minded community. For the last five years, First Pres has been a
sponsor of Habitat for Humanity’s House of Faith mission, giving over 1200 volunteer hours,
$46,000, and 35 lunches (and special treats), which provided homes for four families with
twelve children who now live in safe and stable neighborhoods.
Our 2015 House of Faith Partner family is Tia Walker and her sons. Tia works at Glacier
Hills as a Resident Service assistant. “I have always had a passion for helping others” she says.
She also cares for her mother. Brian and Shawn, both teens, attend the Ypsilanti Community School. Their older brother, Demetrius, has graduated from Washtenaw Community College and is working in another
community. Jayden, the youngest is three and goes to preschool. “God is really blessing my children and me. We have come
across so many bumps in the road, but we’re still going forward thanks to everyone who is involved in making our dream come
true.” Tia and her family attend Abundant Life Ministries Church in Ypsilanti. Tia’s dream is owning a home where her sons can
return from college, and ultimately bring their families and find love, warmth and comfort.
Our House of Faith home is in Ypsilanti’s Nancy Park neighborhood at 1301 Shirley. Please join the volunteers working to
make this house into a home for Tia and her sons. To sign up contact Don Redding at dredding58@yahoo.com or Lois Nissly at
lnissly@comcast.net (to volunteer lunch).

Pentecost Special Offering, May 24, 2015
Every year on Pentecost Sunday we collect a Special Offering that helps Presbyterians encourage, develop, and support their
young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. First Presbyterian will give 40% of this offering to the Cass Community Social Services in Detroit as Cass promotes all of these goals. They provide temporary housing up to two years, and
emergency shelter up to 90 days for women and their children. Cass is unique in that it specifically allows teenage boys to stay
with their mothers and families. In addition they provide an activities program for the youth staying at Cass over the summer
which includes visits to places and events such as Comerica Park. On behalf of local mission, we thank you for supporting young
people here in Michigan and through Presbyterian Church, USA.

Study Retreat: Learn About the Children in Israel/Palestine
You’re invited to learn about the status and experiences of children in Israel and Palestine at the Israel
Palestine Mission Team Study Retreat on Saturday, June 6, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., in Monteith
Hall. This year’s theme is “Hope Amidst Adversity: The Plight and Perseverance of Children in Israel/
Palestine.” Through presentations and small group discussions about the status of Palestinian children,
Arab and Jewish schools, the Gaza War, children and military detention, and more, we will learn about
the experiences of children in Israel/Palestine and explore ways in which we can stand in solidarity with
those who seek peace with justice for all God’s children in the Holy Land. A catered Kurdish meal will
be served for lunch ($10). Register online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/israel-palestine-study-retreat/

Keeping Up with Our Mission Co-Workers
Rev. Michael and Rachel Ludwig express their thankfulness in this month’s update.
In the midst of heat rashes and the loss of their guard, the Ludwigs continue to be thankful for the
encouragement people have sent about language learning, for helpful Nigerien church partners who are there
for advice, and for fairly constant electricity! They report they are also thankful for the past month’s socio-political
conditions stabilizing in Niger and for the continued support from people they have not seen in some time. They
are also seeing and hearing some amazing transformation stories of Christians going from being victims to offering
forgiveness to their oppressors. Michael started teaching an adventurous basic English class at a nearby Bible school and is assisting the EERN (Evangelical Church of the Republic of Niger). Rachel continues to work with Simeon and Adeline on the Hausa
language and keeping the family cool with a weekly trip to the pool.
Please keep the Ludwigs in your prayers for:
• an improvement in the availability of water for their home
• the conference on theological education planned for May
You can learn more about the Ludwigs by signing up for their monthly e-newsletter through mctludwig@gmail.com.
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NEWS FLASH … The Ludgwigs Are Coming! The Ludwigs Are Coming!
Please save June 1 for an evening with the Ludwigs at First Pres! We have confirmed a visit with Michael and Rachel and are now in the planning stages for a dinner and evening program. Mark your
calendars now for an evening not soon to be forgotten.

Haiti Reunion Celebration and Fundraiser
Saturday, June 27, 6-9 pm
Join us for an authentic Haitian dinner, Caribbean music, and a chance to visit with Rev. Dr. Michael
Lindvall (who was instrumental in First Pres’ involvement in Haiti), as we celebrate the anniversary of the
Haiti Nursing School. Tickets are $50/person or $90/couple, a portion of which is tax deductible. For
reservations or family rates, contact the Haiti Nursing Foundation at 353-9565, or info@haitinursing.org.
This event is hosted by the First Presbyterian Haiti Medical Mission Team and Haiti Nursing Foundation.
Forward in Faith: Haiti Medical Mission Team
Telling the story of 15 years of mission work in Haiti is best done by going back to the original voices.
Rev. Dr. Michael Lindvall was Pastor when First Pres launched the Forward in Faith Stewardship Campaign. The congregation determined that buildings and mission go hand in hand. A portion of the capital campaign funds would be directed to mission. This
was a real jump start for both local and foreign mission work at First Pres, including Haiti.
• The highlight of 1998 for First Presbyterian Church was surely that fine Sunday in mid-November when our congregation
dedicated the Forward in Faith Capital and Mission Projects. Nearly a thousand church members toured the Forward in Faith
construction and renovation work as well as the mission projects supported by Forward in Faith. Buildings and mission go hand
in hand. (Excerpted from Michael Lindvall, Annual Report to the Congregation, February, 1999, First Presbyterian Church,
Ann Arbor, MI)

• Medical Mission. This team is off to a good start. Two members, Greg Grieco and Donald Smith, attended the Medical Benevolence Foundation conference in April, leading to the formation of the Medical Mission task group under the leadership of Drs.
Sean Kesterson and Bob Young. The group of about twelve is in the planning stages. They first formulated a list of priorities,
interests, and possibilities. Currently they are assessing needs of a medical clinic in Haiti, and Dr. Bob Young plans to make an
assessment visit to Haiti in late January. (2000) (Excerpted from Eleanor Houser, Chair Wider Mission Committee, Annual
Report to the Congregation, February 2000, First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor, MI.)

• School of Nursing in Leogane, Haiti. My pastor (Michael Lindvall) asked me if a school of nursing could be built in Haiti. I said

“sure” and then he asked if I could start the school? Well, I thought about it and prayed about it and said I would do it. (Excerpted from Ruth Barnard’s response when she is asked how she got involved in Haiti.)

Please come to celebrate 15 years of medical mission work in Haiti!
Rosemarie Rowney, Chair, Haiti Medical Mission Team

Annual Giving
Stewardship Sharing
The Stewardship Committee is hoping to share member's stewardship stories from
time-to-time in First Press. Our first story comes from Gail Grady, who joined First
Pres this past December, and who shortly thereafter agreed to also join our church's
Annual Giving/Stewardship Committee. Gail recently sent a note about her decision
to volunteer for stewardship to committee chair Lucie Audette. Gail has graciously
agreed to share this note with the congregation. Thank you Gail! What's your stewardship story? We'd love to hear from you...
“I had no idea I would become so invested in First Pres in just the short time I have been attending and a member. But my blessings have been many and I believe it is up to me to give back. And three months ago, I didn't realize
I would be so convicted about giving to our church. I visit my Dad frequently (he's 91 and lives at the Chelsea Retirement Center) and every time I go, I tell him that I am serving on the stewardship committee. I have to tell him every
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time since he has short-term memory loss and dementia. He usually doesn't remember what he had for breakfast, but
he always remembers that he loves God and loves me. He and Mom (she passed away 11 years ago in April) always
tithed to their church. They also served their church. I can remember them talking about having to "prove" to the IRS
via church financial statements how much they gave sacrificially. I was probably seven or eight. And we always had
more than enough.
I can also remember my Dad giving a short Stewardship Sharing talk at church on Sunday morning. He took it
back to his youngest days when he watched his parents give and tithe to the church and he did, too. Even if it was a
nickel. And he continued that throughout his life. His mom was listening that day on the radio and she cried.
When I tell Dad that I am now serving my church and that I am humbled and honored to serve on the stewardship committee, he sometimes wipes his eye. And that tells me that I am doing the right thing. I tithe because it is the
right thing to do, and I know that God will bless me for that.
Thank you for asking me to serve. It is a real blessing for me and I pray that the Holy Spirit will speak to me so that
I am able to serve with wisdom and compassion."

Children & Families
Plans Set for Summer Vacation Bible School!
Time-travel with us to Palestine 27-28 AD! Sign up now for Vacation Bible School,
held Tuesday, June 16, through Thursday, June 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. For
three days children who have completed Kindergarten through fifth grade will experience what life was like when Jesus lived by
reliving Biblical events, occupations, the synagogue, family life, and experience being part
of a typical Bible-time family. They will visit the arts and craft shops of the Marketplace,
travel to the Story Tellers tent, witness events in Jesus’ life re-enacted by our street players,
and play games at the Seaside playground. See the bulletin board picture display on the 400
level at church of all the great times we have had in years past. Friends are very welcome!
Register online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. Want to help? Adult, middle school, and high
school volunteers needed. Questions? Contact Deborah MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org or Cindy King at cking@firstpresbyterian.org.

Opportunities for Women
PW Takes Meal to Second Mile Center
The Presbyterian Women will take a meal to the Second Mile Center of Detroit on
Monday, May 11, at 5:00 p.m. Want to help? To join in, attend a planning meeting
Monday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m. at Carole Hendrickson’s home, 2330 St. Francis Dr.
Questions? Contact Carole at 971-8308.

Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting on May 20
Lynn Gulick will lead the conclusion of Reconciling Paul at 9:30 a.m. in the Lewis Room. The annual meeting will begin in
Monteith Hall at 10:45 a.m. with installation of 2015-2016 officers and the presentation of Honorary Life Memberships to persons who have given exceptional service to God and to the church. Rev. Kristin Riegel, Ruth Barnard, and Tawfiq Ammari will
present “Finding Home,” discussing how living in Intentional Community has enriched their lives. Luncheon will be served in
the Social Hall. Everyone is welcome.
Other PW Events:
WEBS (Women’s Evening Bible Study) will meet on the third Monday, May 18, at 7:00 p.m. in the Curtis Room.
The Reading Group will meet on the fourth Wednesday, May 27, at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Lynn Hadden.
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Adult Education
Sundays @ 9:30 A.M.
The Bible @ 9:30 - French Room/Library
Bible Exploration and Conversation
May 3 - 17 The Book of Genesis
The class, led by Rev. Ed Koster, continues a fascinating study of the first book in the Old Testament, Genesis.
First Couples - Monteith Hall
This group offers spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for couples and individuals and meets in Monteith Hall.
May 3 Reflections with Resident Ministers.
Our three Resident Ministers, Rev. Lindsay Conrad, Rev. Kristin Riegel and Rev. Lal Rodawla will speak about their ministry
and experience at First Pres and reflect on their time here as Resident Ministers.
May 10 - 31 40 Chances: Finding Hope in a Hungry World
Fight Hunger! Root Out Poverty! Explore, study and discuss 40 Chances: Finding Hope in a Hungry World by Howard
Buffet. The presenters are class members.

Sundays @ 11:00 A.M.
Common Ground - Lewis Room
Common Ground is a fresh group at First Pres where new and longtime members alike find a place to grow in faith and develop
friendships. All are welcome! The class is conversational in style and is led by First Pres members, pastors, and other knowledgeable presenters.
May 3-31 The Bible’s YES to Same Sex Marriage
This week the Supreme Court heard arguments concerning Same Sex Marriage. Beginning today, we will hold a discussion
of this issue and The Bible’s Yes to Same-Sex Marriage, a book by Presbyterian evangelical theologian Mark Achtemeier.
You may purchase the book in the Church Office for $13.00. The presenters are Rev. Jay Sanderford and other pastors and
church leaders.
Exploring the Faith (Monteith Hall)
May 3
Current Events in Israel/Palestine
Listen and learn about current and recent events in Israel and Palestine from the perspective of
seasoned travelers and keen observers Harris and Margaret McClamroch, and Jim and Mary
Lynn Thomson. Both couples traveled in Israel in the fall of 2014 with the Pilgrims of Ibillin
and have news and insights to share.
May 10 - 31 The Stories of Creation
Epic tales of creation from various ancient sources will be the focus of this series presented by Wally Schmeichel.

Around the Church
The Church’s One Foundation
On Thursday, April 16, choir practice was underway when the tornado alarms went off.
Everyone headed down to the 100 Level along with the others who had meetings at First
Pres that evening. Music in hand, the choir continued their practice unaccompanied.
What hymn were they practicing in their huddled, safe space downstairs? Appropriately,
The Church’s One Foundation!
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