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your journey from here.
I feel a rising tide of wistfulness in writing this final First Press
First, about the work ahead. The past year has brought huge
column as your Interim Pastor. In the summer of 2019, when I
challenges – two of which, I think, present particularly urgent
accepted the invitation to walk with you across the cusp between
opportunities for you as a church: the crisis of American identity
past and future, none of us had the slightest idea how completely
posed by the persistence of racism and classism – and the threat to
the ensuing months would defy expectations. Back then, there
basic survival posed by global warming. One is corroding our most
was every reason to hope that a new Lead Pastor would be here,
sacred national ideals; the other is damaging the earth’s capacity
or on the way, by the end of 2020. That milestone now appears to
to sustain life as we know it. Both are inextricably connected to
be perhaps a full year farther on – which isn’t surprising, given the
the most essential teachings of our religion: our sacred duties as
scope of the intervening challenges. But (as I keep saying) it’s not
stewards of the integrity of
as though you’ve been sitting
God’s creation, and of the
on your hands! So much
indelible image of God in
planning, coping, healing have
every person. There is simply
filled these months to overno sidestepping these crises;
flowing. No, the time hasn’t
if making God’s love visible
taken the shape we expected.
in these times doesn’t mean
But it bears the unmistakable
engaging them, I don’t know
marks of the faithfulness and
what it does mean. And
ambition of this congregation
there is no question in my
nonetheless.
mind that, whatever your
The April issue of this
engaging them might end
newsletter will carry details of
up looking like, if you do it
how things will work at First
with courage, faith, good will
Pres during the final months
and energy, you will show to
of transition, beginning after
your neighbors in southeast
Easter. The necessary reMichigan a quality of spiritual
sources are within reach: staff
community so vital,
and volunteers, pledges and
TheTorres-Davenport family at the baptism of Evelia on February 14.
so principled and purposeful,
contributions, love and
so timely and irresistible that folks will come from far and wide to
conviction. You have more than enough of everything you need to
join you in the work. The way to do the growing you’ve said you
see you into God’s bright plans for this church. You’ve got this!
want to do (indeed, must do) is to grow in your diligent engagement
Meanwhile – the sharpest parting sorrow I feel is the loss of
of these most urgent and inescapable challenges. We didn’t choose
your physical company on all the Sundays - 56 of them! – when
the work of our time; but the choice is ours whether or not to emwe were only able to worship together virtually. I do still vividly rebrace God’s call into it.
member what it felt like to be with you in your sanctuary, the room
Then – a word about quality of life. “Excellence” is a word I
bristling with so many different kinds of energy, so much history, so
heard, early on, in various self-descriptions of the life of this church
many bonds. But it won’t be long now before you have the blessing
and the culture of this city – and I’ve come to admire it in what
of each other’s company again. The great American divine Jonathan
you’ve done and who you are. I hope you’ll remember that when
Edwards wrote that God’s grace is so extravagant that it’s as though
Paul offers to show the Corinthians “a still more excellent way”
God re-creates the world all over again each moment to enable us
(I Cor. 12:31), what he then illuminates is the way of love that is
to start again, afresh. I’m sure you’ll taste such grace as that on the
patient, kind, not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude – that
day you’re all given back to each other at last.
In the meantime – after sharing these 18 months, I have a few
continued on page 3
parting observations on my heart, which I hope can be bread for

Lent is the name we give to our Christian journey through the dark, cold days

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday – March 28
Rev. Jay Sanderford, preaching
9:30 a.m. – Livestream
11:00 a.m. – WAAM Radio

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
12:15 p.m. – Live Midday Prayer on
Facebook and Instagram

Maundy Thursday Services
Family Home Service via Zoom
7:00 p.m. – Worship Service with
Communion, Livestream, Rev. Mark Mares,
preaching

Good Friday Tenebrae Worship Service
7:00 p.m. – Livestream
Seven Last Words of the Cross
Reflections by FPC members Meg Brown,
Peter Bubriski, Alice Holderby, Harper Feyen,
Hadley Feyen, Lynne Lande,
Lucy Schneidewind, John Whittier-Ferguson,
and narrator Ava Westfall
Anthems, and Hymns

of winter and the long, long wait for spring. It’s a season that can try one’s patience and stir one’s restlessness. So maybe it’s not surprising that the spiritual
practices we associate with the season are renunciation and repentance. The
mood of austerity seems well-tuned particularly to this year when we’ve had so
much taken from us: it seems like we’ve already given up a lot as we embark on
the pilgrimage of Lent this year. But . . .
The journey itself is powered, isn’t it, by our being drawn toward a God
who fills us – who welcomes us – who believes in us! It’s because we long to be
closer to God, closer to each other, closer to our best self, that we follow where
Jesus leads. Day by day we’re being given love, given life, offered a vision of right
relationship by the one who says, “Come unto me” – the one who says, “Love
one another as I have loved you” – the one who says, “I came that you might
have life, and have it abundantly”. The Christian journey is not so much about
taking stock of what we need to give up – it’s about what has been given back!
And about what we, in turn, give back.
So Lent at First Pres this year will give us opportunities to consider what
we’ve been given back by the God who calls us forward, onward in spite of the
dark and cold and uncertainty and, even, the struggle of our time. And, having
been given back a sense of invitation into God’s embrace, we’ll find that we’re
motivated, in turn, to give back: to live with compassion, to advocate for justice,
to share hope and joy.

Lent 2021: Email Daily Devotional
Our members and staff have written daily devotionals to take us through the
season of Lent to Easter. If you are not receiving them, and would like to, please
contact Rev. Rogers, at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org. Enjoy a daily reading,
reflection, prayer, and spiritual practice.

Pandemic Pancake Party!
Thanks for those who joined us to “pre-bake” pancakes, and then bake and
eat more pancakes on Shrove (Fat) Tuesday. Anna Schneider, Pastor Evans and
Sebastian Torres-Davenport had a particularly good time!

EASTER SUNDAY
April 4
Sunrise Service – Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers
and Rev. Jay Sanderford
9:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
Rev. Rick Spalding, preaching
11:00 a.m. WAAM Radio
12:30 – 2:00 p.m. – Sanctuary Stroll with
Brass Music
You will be able to listen via YouTube and
Facebook

Flowers to Beautify our Easter Worship
Flowers are $18 each and may be ordered in memory of a
deceased loved one or in honor or recognition of someone still living. All donated flowers will be delivered by our
deacons to selected church members who are experiencing health issues, other struggles, or the recent loss
of a loved one. Orders may be made online here (https://
firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/easter-lilies/) or by contacting the Church
Office (662-4466). All orders must be placed by Thursday, March 25. The names
of those being remembered or honored will appear in the Easter bulletin.

2

continued from page 1

Worship & Music

does not insist on its own way – that is not
irritable or resentful – that bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things. The quality of caring, supportive
Monthly Taizé Prayer
community is one of the most widely
TuESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021 – 7:00 P.M.
recognized and admired strengths of First
Pres – as any of you who have endured a cri- A service of song, scripture, prayer, silence, meditation, and candles. This service can be
sis of health or spirit knows. I think it’s more viewed on YouTube and Facebook.
likely to be the quality of life that makes the
pastoral leader you hope for feel called to
Virtual Hymn-Sing Coming Soon!
join you in this work than a great deal of
excellence. Don’t forget to forgive each other The Chancel Choir, Sanctus Ringers, and the FPC Section Leaders will provide the congre– for not being perfect, for not always being
gation with a Hymn-Sing that will be live on YouTube and Facebook beginning on Monon the same page, for sometimes getting
day, March 1. You are welcome to sing along from home with Hymns like: Abide with
tangled up, for not already being good at evMe; Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!; The Church’s One Foundation; Shall We Gather
erything, for sometimes not accomplishing
at the River, and much more! Check out our website for more information.
everything you’d like to. Please stay generous in cultivating this quality of life among
you – and in pooling it for the sake of the
New Virtual Art Exhibit
damaged environment and the wounded
Communion by Benjamin Winans
society around you.
Between now and Easter there will be
MARCH 12 – MAY 2, 2021
much more for us to say to one another –
Exhibited at First Presbyterian Church is a sculpture titled Phantom Limb, and is a part of
some of it prompted, I hope,
Benjamin Winans’ Master of Fine Arts thesis shown on display at Stamps Gallery March
by these thoughts.
12 - May 2. It is part of a broader body of work in which Winans reimagines symbols
In the meantime –
onward!
of American Christianity and nationalism - a pew, a flag, the notion of monument. He
takes these apart and puts them back together in new ways that expose misinterpretaFaithfully,
tions and historical undercurrents that are often in opposition to Biblical tenets of grace,
forgiveness, redemption, and
reconciliation. The artworks
test relationships between
Rick Spalding,
Interim Pastor
patriotic, sacred, and often
violent power structures in
American political culture
and Christianity. In this way,
he also tests his own relationship to the symbols with the
hope that the investigation
will provide proof that there
is room for truth, justice, and
change in this broken world.

benjamin Winans

LenT Lunchbox concerTS
WEDNESDAYS
FEBRuARY 24 - MARCH 24
12:15 - 12:45 p.m.

Available on YouTube and Facebook

(b. 1987, Raleigh, NC) is an installation artist, printmaker, and scholar whose work
addresses the intersection of evangelical Christianity and American culture, faith and
doubt, and the search for grace and redemption. He graduated in 2018 with a BFA in
Painting and Printmaking from Virginia Commonwealth university in Richmond, VA.
Winans has exhibited nationally and internationally, including a solo show at Gallery
Edit in Richmond as well as group shows in Richmond, Ann Arbor, MI, Providence, RI,
Wichita, KS, Lucknow, India and Tokyo, Japan. His work has been published in Studio
Visit Magazine and was featured on the cover of VCu’s Amendment Literary Journal in
their 2016 Annual. The following year, he was the recipient of the John Roos Memorial
Scholarship for artists working in the humanities. He lives in Ann Arbor, MI and he is
finishing his MFA at Stamps School of Art & Design at the university of Michigan.
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Congregational Life
All-Church Variety Show
SuNDAY, MARCH 21 – 6:30 P.M.
Join us by sharing your talent in our All-Church Variety Show. You may record your act or talent from home or schedule a time to
record yourself in the sanctuary.
What Should My Act be?
Well... what are you good at? What makes you happy and confident? Is there an act you could perform with members of your
family? Maybe it’s singing, playing an instrument, dancing, reciting poetry, sharing a piece of visual art you have created, performing
comedy, juggling, performing gymnastics – you name it. Variety makes the show...well, a Variety Show!
how Long can My Act Take?
Your act must be 3 minutes or less! If your performance is more than 3 minutes, you may be asked to shorten it or, if that is not
possible, to choose something else.
What if I have more questions? Please contact Dave VanderMeer: dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org

Caregivers Support
Are you currently providing caregiving support for someone you love? Would you be interested in finding a place to join others
walking this same road? The First Pres Caregivers Support Group meets every first Monday of the month. Our next virtual gathering
will be Monday, March 1, from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Please email Stacey Pakela, Parish Nurse, at spakela@firstpresbyterian.org for any
questions or for more information on this wonderful group!

Mature Ministries in March
Join us on Thursday, March 11, at Noon, for our monthly Lunch & Learn, with First Pres member Virginia Rezmierski presents,
“Power, Bullying & Sexual Harassment.”
First Pres member Ginny rezmierski will speak to us about bullying in its various forms including sexual
harassment, developmental stages where “power” is the focus and how children, youth and adults can
get stuck focused on power over others. Ginny was the Director of the Office of Policy Development
and Education at the university of Michigan, where she led a team of policy analysts researching and
analyzing information technology related policy issues. She has published numerous articles regarding
information technology and ethics, privacy, security, and community building. She continues to speak
nationally and locally on these issues as well and has led several national research projects to examine
the costs associated with information technology related abuse incidents. Ginny teaches a graduate
course at uM on ethics and values, and she has directed a National Science Foundation research project
designed to identify factors related to the occurrence of computer related incidents in colleges and universities and the recommended practices for preventing and handling such incidents. Contact Rev. Rogers for the Zoom link to join the conversation!

“Tell Me More”
Join us on the fourth Sunday of each month at Noon for a conversation with pastors and church members to learn more about
First Pres. Meant for people considering uniting with our church family, it is a time to ask anything! Get to know our polity, how we
worship, our long history of service to our community and the world, and what we believe. All are welcome! https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81188882448. Contact Rev. Rogers for more information, or call the Church Office.
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Join First Pres!
It’s easy to become a member! Join as a full member, or an affiliate member (meaning your primary membership is lodged elsewhere
but you are committed to being a part of our church). Simply join our brief “Zoom” meeting after worship with two elders and a pastor.
Spend a half-hour in conversation about what brought you to membership, and sharing what we love about First Pres. After joining,
we ask you to attend a 90-minute online membership class within a month of becoming a member.
Fast-track opportunities occur on March 7, April 11, and April 18. Questions? Contact the Church Office or Rev. Rogers.

Christian Formation
Children & Families
Lent Weekly Spiritual Practices
During Lent, people sometimes discuss what they will “give up”. This year, Families are encouraged to consider doing the opposite.
Add something to your family’s faith journey. Now through April 2, you are invited to join Beca Torres-Davenport each week for
10-15 minute spiritual practices. Contact Beca for the link.
candle Prayer & Story Talk – Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m.
Prayerful Yoga – Sundays, 5:00 p.m.

Peeps & Pizza at home
SATuRDAY, MARCH 20, 11 A.M. - NOON
Join us online Saturday morning as we pop open our Peeps kits, plan our diorama Bible stories and
spend time “hanging out”. When we’re finished, we can show off our final products online and enjoy
our lunches (feel free to order pizza!) We will provide “Peeps@Home” kits for you to build your dioramas
at home. Just make sure to register with the link found in emails and on the church website. Kits will offer
the sweet, lovable Peeps and assorted crafting materials. You decide on the Bible story and add any other
household materials you’d like! Sign up by Friday, March 12, to receive a kit.
Kits will be available for pick-up on Wednesday, March 17 and Thursday, March 18 from
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Deliveries can also be arranged for Friday, March 19.
Note: One kit sign-up per household.
Questions? Contact Beca Torres-Davenport at btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Communion Milestone Workshop for
Kindergarten & First Grade
Families with children in Kindergarten and First Grade
should be receiving a letter about the upcoming
Communion Milestone Workshop on March 14. If you
have not been able to attend previously, please consider
joining in this special Milestone event as your children
continue to learn what the love that Christ offers and
what it means to be a follower of Christ.

Youth
Youth Group
All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to join us
on Sunday nights during the month of March
as we travel through Lent with the musical
Hamilton as our companion.

Wednesday Midweek Zoom break
Every Wednesday night in March, join us for a (~20 min) Zoom session for a spiritual practice. Each week it will be different, from Yoga,
to art, to prayer exercises. Join us for a time of reflection, pause, and rest.

Lenten book read
It isn’t too late to sign up for our Youth Lenten Book Read. We are reading the wonderful graphic novel, Sheets by Brenna Thummler.
It’s a beautifully illustrated book that follows a ghost named Wendell and a young girl named Marjorie who runs a family laundromat.
It explores themes of grief and empathy and we invite ALL youth to join us! We plan to have our discussion towards the end of the
month. Sign up for the book read! Contact Mark Mares for the link.

First Pres Podcast: Faith beats
A new podcast from First Pres, Faith Beats, launched in February. Look for new episodes this month on
Friday, March 12 and March 26. Faith Beats is a podcast geared towards Youth & their families, but we
invite all of First Pres to check it out on Apple podcasts, Spotify, or SoundCloud. Faith Beats is a podcast
about the questions of life and the rhythms of faith, community, and imagination, through the narrative
lens of storytelling, arts, and spiritual practices.
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opportunity to Serve

Mile A Day — E-Race The Stigma
We know that mental health issues continue to hurt us and our communities, especially during a pandemic. Join us from March 21 April 17 to run/walk/jog a mile a day for 26.2 days! March 21 will kick-off the challenge with a virtual marathon, half-marathon, 10K,
and 5K. Participants can run on a course of their choice or on the traditional course which will have minimal markings, but will be set
up on RaceJoy for audio cues and fun inspiration along the way. March 22 will be the start of the 26.2 Mile-A-Day Challenge. Everybody will run, walk, skip, trot, or saunter one mile each day and on the 27th day, we all join together to complete our “marathon” by
running together. All are invited to participant are invited to participate in both the full virtual challenge on March 21 as well as the
Mile-A-Day. Not sure how far a mile actually is? It’s 1,760 yards and it is also 5,280 feet. That’s it! It is also just 4 laps around a track or
the distance of The University of Michigan Stadium to Burton Tower.
Read more about this opportunity and register/log your miles here: https://epicraces.com/events/ann-arbor-marathon-challenge/

UKIRK (Campus Ministry)
uKirk@uMich update

The winter semester continues remotely as students attend virtual classes and stay socially distant due
to the pandemic. Weekly college lunches remain a consistent connection point. Students are involved in
church life where they can be, from reading scripture to leading our under 5’s Christian Formation, and
hopefully assisting with our new video livestream of Sunday Services!
career Mentors: If you are interested in connecting with students based on a common career
interest, please contact Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org). We are creating a
database of interested students and possible mentors who share a common career interest in
addition to their connection to First Pres!

Adult
Adult Ministries Lenten Series – Giving back compassion
Lent is a season traditionally marked by sacrifice, but after a year that has forced us to sacrifice so
much, what if instead we viewed Lent as a season marked by compassion and fullness through
personal devotion and study? Drawing from Scripture and Henri Nouwen’s Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life, we will take a critical look at ourselves and explore the various ways
Jesus is calling us to lives of compassion.
Join us in two different settings by Zoom:
Small groups will explore compassion in our lives as we read Henri Nouwen’s book
Compassion: A Reflection on a Christian Life in conjunction with Bible text related to compassion.
Small groups meet now - March 28. Please register on the church website, signup form https://
firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/lenten-small-groups-2021/
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. – leader Kathryn Wirstrom
Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. – leaders Alice Holderby, Nancy and Gary Oliver
Sunday, 3:00 p.m. – T2A2, various leaders
Sunday, 7:00 p.m. – leader Olivier Jolliet

exploring the Faith

On Sunday mornings at 11:30 a.m., participants, led by church pastors, will explore the meaning of compassion in our lives and
engage in spiritual practice together.
March 7 – Spiritual Practices, Rev. Andrew Frazier
Are you in need of a deeper spirituality? Are you looking for ways to strengthen your current spiritual practice? Do you know what it
means to have a spiritual practice or to cultivate your personal spirituality? Resident Minister Rev. Andrew Frazier leads us in a
discussion of spirituality and spiritual practice. The first session will attempt to help you define for yourself what spirituality is and
introduce you to a number of potential spiritual practices.
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March 14 — The Vast Mystery of Another: Finding Words for Compassion, Rev. Rick Spalding
In this session we’ll consider attempts by several artists — poets, novelists, even a painter or two — to describe or express the sources of compassion as it wells up in us. How can we ever understand each other well enough to truly feel for and with another? We’ll
stroll through a motley assortment of words and images - from the poets Naomi Shihab Nye and Maya Angelou, novelists
Chaim Potundok and Maggie O’Farrell, painters Pablo Picasso and Gilbert Stuart – and wonder together how to point with mere words
to the wellspring of one of the holiest and most ineffable of human qualities.
March 21 – Spiritual Practices, Rev. Andrew Frazier
Resident Minister Rev. Andrew Frazier leads us in a discussion of our experiences based on the spiritual practices you chose; the
challenges we face, and the insights we gain.
We invite you to see Lent as a season marked by compassion and fullness through personal devotion and study by joining this Lenten
Series in one or all of these options.

About the book: This accessible and thin book is available for purchase. Since we do not meet at church, please order your book
directly (why not a used book to limit environmental impacts) at e.g. thriftbook or other providers. You may also call Robin Agnew
(662-4466) at the church office to order a book and have it sent to you. Note that Individual Study Guides for each week’s study can
be found on the church website for use for individual and family study.

Additional Sunday Offerings
First Friends — Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
First Friends is a fellowship group that uses Christian materials. All are welcome! Topics to be discussed during March include:
March 7 - Wind energy sculpture: (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LewVEF2B_pM ) and TED Talk “My Creations, A New
Form of Life - Theo Jansen,” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b694exl_oZo)
March 14 — Always a Guest: Speaking of Faith Far from Home by Barbara Brown Taylor, chapter 9, “How to Lose Your Life Every
Day.” This chapter talks about showing loving kindness on a regular basis in all you do.
March 21 — The Health Consequences of Loneliness. (https://www.verywellmind.com/loneliness-causes-effects-and-treatments-2795749)
March 28 — healing through nature and indigenous people’s ways (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xk0-yebNA_o)

bible Study with Rev. Ed Koster, Sundays at 5:00 p.m.
The Rev. Ed Koster teaches us the Gospel of Mark, touching on the unique features of this earliest of the gospels. Each week the class
will take up a section or chapter of the Gospel with a presentation, discussion, and time for questions and answers. For more information and to receive the study materials for each week, contact Rev. Ed Koster at ehkoster@aol.com

Noon Conversations - Second Wednesdays at Noon
March 17 — “Focus on What Matters Most”
We will pause for an hour and come together to provide opportunities to gather and discuss ways to
strengthen and grow in faith and beyond. Each conversation will begin with a centering prayer, exercises
to discover anew “What Matters Most” and discussion and compassionate connection with others. This
session will be led by Deborah Campbell, Facilitator for Growth and Development Through Coaching. The
conversations will focus on the wonderful question of “What Matters Most,” including Renewal. As we
approach spring, renewal is on the horizon. Discover what renewal means for you, and what actions you
can commit to take to renew your faith and your community.

Journeys bible Study
Journeys meets monthly on the second and fourth Thursday at 11:30 a.m. and will study the Holy Spirit. Contact Rev. Frazier (afrazier@
firstpresbyterian.org) for the Zoom link or for more information.
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Join the Spiritual Writing Group
Have you ever wanted to be creative with words? Have you found it difficult to sit down and write a memory to share? This
spring during “social distancing,” we are sharing our creative work and our discussion of these shared writings, all by email.
Want to join? Contact Meg Brown at lmegbrown@gmail.com to receive the email addresses of all our members.

barclay bible Study
“The New Daily Study Bible Series” by William Barclay will meet weekly via Zoom on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM. We will be
studying the book of Romans. All are welcome to participate! Contact Meg Brown for details, study guide, and Zoom link.
lmegbrown@gmail.com.

Faith in Action
One Great Hour of Sharing Gifts Save Lives and Livelihoods
Before a hunger emergency struck Somalia in 2020, Hawo Abdi and her husband
were successful herders. Then two years of drought parched the land to the
point that they could no longer raise camels, cattle, sheep and goats and a civil
war complicated matters. As her family faced economic ruin, Abdi’s husband
died, and at the time of his death, she was two months pregnant with the
couple’s fifth child.
Desperate to feed her children, Abdi, 29, left her home in El-Wak, Somalia, and walked to the Tulia-Anin Camp for internally
displaced people. She had no choice but to make the high-risk, two-day journey knowing that she would be exposed to possible attack
from armed groups, and food and water are scarce. “We had nothing to take with us, and we had to beg for water,” she says. At the
camp, located just outside Beled-Hawa, Somalia, they found refuge, water and food. Abdi and her children receive a monthly allocation
of rice, beans, cooking oil and sugar that One Great Hour of Sharing gifts helped provide. While life is difficult, Abdi and her children,
including her baby, are safe and nourished. “The food aid has improved the living conditions of my family,” she says. “I was able to feed
my starving children.”
The Presbyterian Church (u.S.A.) partners with Kaalmo Relief and Development to provide food. “We are grateful for your contribution,” says Mohamed Ahmed Iriri, Kaalmo’s director. “It will help us fighting the hunger and poverty affecting our people in Somalia.”
Funds flow from congregations like ours through the One Great Hour of Sharing to feed hungry people all around the world. As a
global-connected church, First Pres has generously supported the OGHS Offering,
giving more than $15,515 in 2020.
Throughout the Lenten season First Pres connects participation in the One
Great Hour of Sharing Offering as a practice of generosity. We go through our
lives every day dimly aware of the amount of need in our world. We fear that
if we were to look directly at it, it would overwhelm us. What OGHS’s offers is
a chance to look beyond our congregation and our denomination and to take
action. Our gifts work to empower, and provide water, and supply food and give
relief from natural disasters.
Please make your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing by check, text, credit card or
via our First Pres website, https://www.firstpresbyterian.org

Local Mission Grant Supports Young Adults through Ozone House
Ozone House, located in Ypsilanti, provides support services, intervention, training, and assistance to run-away, homeless, and highrisk youth and their families. They help youth develop essential life skills, improve their relationships, and enhance their self-image
so that they may realize their full potential for growth and happiness.
In 2020, First Pres awarded a $10,000 Local Mission Grant to Ozone House for their Supported Opportunities for Living on your
Own (SOLO) program. This is a long-term program during which case managers connect youth with numerous resources including
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basic needs, health services, academic and job-skills support, gradually building their resilience
and confidence to a point where they can live independently.
One example: A single mother who had been homeless and involved with the legal system
for much of her life has been working with the Ozone House SOLO program for a couple of years.
Initially she received assistance with housing, childcare and basic needs. Then, through regular
case management, she was able to improve her academic and financial situation, which allowed
her to apply to beauty school. She recently started her first semester! Ozone House continues to help her pay for tuition and childcare,
as well as communicate with academic advisors. Because of the SOLO program she is pursuing her dream to become a beautician.
For more information visit https://www.firstpresbyterian.org/mission/local-missions/local-mission-grant-program

Local Mission - Alpha house
“Feed my sheep,” (John 21:17) is Jesus’ command in his third appearance to his disciples after his
resurrection. As the pandemic wears on, and our opportunities for ministry are limited, we can
at least help to feed the residents at Alpha House, a shelter for children and families experiencing
homelessness. Jesus, of course, meant “feed” in a more metaphorical sense, but it is worth remembering that this chapter begins with Jesus roasting fish and saying to his disciples, “Come and dine.”
If you want to follow Jesus’ example by feeding residents at Alpha House, sign up online for the
week of March 22-31 or contact Gail Einhaus, gail.einhaus@gmail.com or 734-646-6093;
AnneGere, argere@umich.edu or 734-668-8352; Ruth Jensen, ruthannjensen@gmail.com or 734-332-0323 and Paula Doering,
paulahdoering@gmail.com or 734-904-8068.

russia update - Davydovo
First Pres continues to support the work that Russian Orthodox parish priest,
Father Vladimir Klimzo, is doing in the village of Davydovo, about 170 miles
north of Moscow. His Russian Orthodox Church has an ongoing summer
camp ministry for families with children that have special needs, such as
autism or Down syndrome. As the church and volunteers have walked with
these families and listened to their needs, they have begun an expansion into
a community center and housing for special needs children and adults. The
project received a grant from a First Pres Ann Arbor Christmas Eve Offering in
2013 and used it to refurbish a rustic building and convert it into a community
center and dormitory. A Birthday Offering from PCuSA Presbyterian Women
in 2020 provided the funding to build two buildings: a residence for clients
and a sports and therapy center. Father Klimzo is a man who loves people and he has some very exciting projects going on in his ministry. Our First Pres Russia Mission Group has maintained a healthy relationship with Father Klimzo and Davydovo over many years. A
mission team from First Pres visited Davydovo in 2014. For more information, contact Linda Speck at aa3013@Wayne.edu.

Presbyterian Women
PW and Mission
In March PW collects food and money donations for food for Hope Clinic. Please place food in containers outside the church entrance
at the Memorial Garden between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. (Monday through Thursday). Financial donations may be made on-line or by
mailing a check to the church office.
PW Leadership
As we look forward to spring please put a little spring into your schedule and consider being a part of the Coordinating Team of
Presbyterian Women. Several positions are open and Moderator Ginny Bell will be delighted to send you position descriptions for you
to consider. Come volunteer with a great group of women of the church! We normally meet once a month and make the decisions to
guide PW budget and activities.
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PW bible Study and Schedule - 2nd Thursday
“Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament” was written by
P. Lynn Miller. All lessons conclude with a section called “Trusting in the God
of Hope”. Myra Larson will lead us in Lesson 7: “Creation Laments.” Contact
Meg Brown for the Zoom Link or to order a Study Book ($10 /Horizons Bible
Study.)
PW and Mature Ministries
Following our monthly program, at Noon, PW joins Mature Ministries
“Lunch and Learn” program per Zoom. This month’s speaker is Virginia
Rezmierski. (See page 4 , Mature Ministries)
PW and Knit night
No meetings scheduled. Members are knitting at home to make baby blankets and prayer shawls.
Contact: Prue Heikkinen, 709-2547, prueannarbor@gmail.com

First Pres Staﬀ
Welcome J.P. DiMaggio

Interim Bridge Administrator for Church Operations

When J.P. DiMaggio became an Elder a second time, rejoining Session in January of 2020, he had no
idea where it would lead.
He was assigned to the Personnel Committee, which led to helping to write the Church’s job
descriptions and fleshing out its organizational chart during a time of transition. That, in turn, led to
a new career.
In late January, the Personnel Committee tapped J.P. to become the Interim Bridge Administrator
for Church Operations, a newly-created, half-time position at First Pres.
Having started work on Feb. 1, J.P. is still immersed in getting up to speed on the Church, its
people and processes – and moving forward on three objectives:
• Assume a significant amount of the Church’s administrative work to free up the Pastors to do what they do
best and plan for the future
• Start up and staff an integrated Communications/Technology Department and increase both internal and
external communications
• Improve teamwork and staff culture
Well qualified for the new Bridge Administrator position, J.P. has had previous careers that included stints as a newspaper editor,
vice president of a small advertising agency and, most recently, as Marketing Manager of Thetford Corporation, a global company that
he retired from full-time employment from in 2018.
J.P. grew up in Saline. He holds a Journalism Degree from Central Michigan university and enjoys writing for business and pleasure.
He and his wife Betsy were married at First Pres in 1990 and became members in 1994. They live in Saline and have two grown
children, Dana and Jim. Welcome, J.P., to the First Presbyterian Church staff – and good luck in your new position!
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Parish nursing - Get to know Stacey and barb!
We are delighted to have such faithful, committed parish nurses to join our staff. Please reach out to them and help them get to know
you as you get to know them! They are a critical part of our pastoral team. While they do not do “hands-on” nursing, they are helpful
resources related to transitions, physical symptoms and medical decisions, end-of-life discussions, and so much more! You can email
both of them at parishnurse@firstpresbyterian.org, or reach out to them independently. Look for them at the online coffee hour and
Monday Morning prayer group. Stacey will be working with the Caregiver Support Group once a month as facilitator, and Barb will
continue her work with the Safety Committee and the Reopening Recommendations Work Group.
Stacey Pakela, rn
10 hours per week, spakela@firstpresbyterian.org

barbara DeLancey, rn
Five hours per week, bdeLancey@firstpresbyterian.org

I first decided to become a
nurse after watching the show
“Emergency!” when I was a
young girl. What I remember
about that show was how
touched I was to see people
devote their lives to helping
others, especially during times
of great need and stress. I
Stacey and Gregg
decided then that I wanted to
help others in that way as well.
What I love most about nursing is being able to offer
comfort and help to others in need, whether that be physical,
emotional, or spiritual. Every situation in which I have a positive
impact and can touch someone in an uplifting way is a blessing
to me and I am so thankful to God for these opportunities!
What I love about First Pres is the welcoming spirit of this
congregation! People here make others feel that they belong
and are loved just for who they are. God is very present here.
As I start this new role as a Parish Nurse, I’m looking most
forward to getting to know members of the First Pres congregation in a closer way. And I will be grateful for the opportunity to
offer them the support they might need as they experience the
joys and challenges that life has to bring.
Some personal info about me ~ Our family moved to Ann
Arbor in 2003 and we are so happy God called us here! I have
been married to my husband, Gregg, for 31 years. We have four
children who are now all grown~two are flown and the other
two are getting close. I love visiting Greenfield Village (it is my
happy place!), cooking big Italian feasts, visiting with family and
friends, making jewelry, drinking a good cup of coffee, listening
to 70’s music, and having a good book to read!

l-r: Claire, Jane, J.O., Lang, John, Barb
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I came to Ann Arbor to attend the university of Michigan in
the 70s, and never left. After completing both undergraduate
(BSN) and graduate degrees (MSN) at u of M, I worked for the
next 20 years in the Emergency Department as a Clinical Nurse
Specialist. (I’ve also used my nursing in roles as a Poison Control
Specialist, Camp Nurse, Parent-Child nurse, and nurse educator).
My husband John and I have been married for 40 wonderful years and have 3 children. John is an obstetrician-gynecologist at u-M, our son J.O., 38, lives in Columbus with his wife,
Jane, and their two lovely daughters. He is a urologist at OSu.
Claire, 30, lives in Milwaukee with her beloved dog and horse
and works in marketing and communications for a medical device company. Lang, 26, is in his second year as a PhD candidate
in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the university of Minnesota.
Some 30 years ago, I discovered another wonderful family
when John and I joined First Pres for its strong children’s program and rich congregational life. So much more has kept us
here. As a choir member, an Elder, a Stephen Minister, and Sunday School teacher, I have come to appreciate the role a vibrant
congregation serves in promoting the spiritual, physical and
mental health of its members, as well as its wider community.
During my free time I enjoy being active outside with
friends – running, hiking,
playing tennis, biking. I
have a hard time sitting
still! I am very much
looking forward to
working with Stacey in
our new roles as Parish
Nurses at First Pres.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry book nook
These two books are waiting for you in the Stephen Ministry Library which is inside Hillegonds
Chapel, just behind the piano in the sanctuary. Come by the church, Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.
- 3:00 p.m., to visit and check out books. Call the Church Office ahead to be sure you can access
Hillegonds Chapel (662-4466.)
As always, Stephen Ministers are available to walk with you in time of need. Call Rev. Rogers
or Kathy Wirstrom to gain a spiritual friend to pray with you and talk with you in your struggles.
God is near, and works through the Stephen Ministers of First Presbyterian Church.

Stephen
Ministry
First Presbyterian Church

God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and its Aftermath
by N. T. Wright
Tom Wright is a research professor of New Testament and early Christianity at the
university of St. Andrews and senior research fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. Amongst
other positions he was Bishop of Durham. He is a prolific author having written eighty
books including The New Testament in Its World. Some people think they know why
the pandemic has occurred with almost knee-jerk answers to our dilemma. N. T.
Wright suggests examining the Bible more closely. Famines, epidemics, etc. have
happened throughout the history of time. In this thoroughly Bible based book he
offers answers to:
What should be the Christian response?
How do we live through this pandemic?
What can we learn about ourselves?
How do we recover?
This 76 page book is also available in paperback, as an e-book, and audio book. There
is a fascinating one-hour interview on YouTube with Tom Wright and
Francis Collins.

Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future
by Pope Francis
Pope Francis has written over seven books. This 150-page book is uplifting as well as
practical. He was moved to write this reflection as he looked out over an empty St.
Peter’s Square on a dark, rainy night just prior to Easter 2020. Having a book to read
from the Pope about the pandemic, during the pandemic is one way in which to
offer hope. Pope Francis has done just this -- written inspiring words with which to
help us dream about a brighter future and what this time in our history can teach us.
In his words:
“To come out of this crisis better, we have to see clearly, choose well, and act right.
Let’s talk about how. Let us dare to dream.”
“Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we
can offer others.”
This book is available in hardcover, e-book and audio book.
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Pastoral Care
We Grieve with those Who Grieve

Jill Crabtree (1948 - 2021)
Our former Director of Publications and Technology,
Jill Crabtree, died January 15, 2021, of Covid-19. She
was married to Bill Feiser. An early adopter of desktop
publishing, Jill also was a graphic artist and she loved to
write. She was an active member of St. Clare’s Episcopal
Church. In recent years, Jill suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease, and was under nursing care in
Saline. Despite the constrictions of the pandemic, Bill
was able to spend time with her before her death. She
will be remembered for her wonderful sense of humor,
and for being dependable and reliable.

Marian West (1926 - 2021)
Our own “Marian the Librarian” West died a day shy of
her 95th birthday on February 8. Her funeral was held
February 13 at the First Presbyterian Church in Plymouth, with Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers officiating alongside Rev. Emily Campbell. It was limited to family only.
If you are interested in a copy of the Words of
Remembrance and Faith by Rev. Rogers, please
contact her.
Notes of condolence are welcome to her daughter at:
Anne West
147 Chester Ave. W.,
Bowdon, ND, 58418.

Memorial contributions in memory of Jill may be sent
to Huron Valley PACE, 2940 Ellsworth Road, Ypsilanti,
MI, 48197 or Evangelical Home Saline, 440 West Russell
Street, Saline, MI 48176.
Condolences are welcome to Bill at:
Bill Feiser
2246 St. Francis Drive, Apt. 111
Ann Arbor, Mi 48104.
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