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Lent begins March 1. This is a sacred season that leads us
to the most significant time of the Christian year, Holy Week
and Easter. Lent is a time of preparation, a time when we take
stock of our lives and are honest with ourselves – and with
God – about where we fall short of the mark in our walk of
faith. None of us, on our own, can be all that God creates us
to be. That is why we are called together into communities of
faith to love, encourage, and support one another. Nor can any
of us be all God creates us to be without God’s constant help
and presence.
Lent gives us an opportunity to recognize our need and
God’s ready presence. God is always accessible to us, but we
may have to cultivate the habit of welcoming God into our
daily lives. The two most basic ways to do this are through
reading the scriptures – not just skimming over the words but
taking small bits to turn over and over in our minds, hearing
them with different inflections, considering their original
contexts, picking out particular words to ponder – and prayer.
Prayer should not be intimidating. God welcomes us as we
are. Think of prayer as talking with someone who loves you
unconditionally. That’s God. Think of prayer as talking with

Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday, March 12
It’s time to “Spring Forward!”
Remember to turn your
clocks ahead one hour on
Saturday night.
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one who is not judgmental but who knows what is on your heart
and mind and wants to help you get on a path/remain on a path
that leads to peace and fulfillment.
Throughout this newsletter you will find ways to enhance
your Lenten experience this year. Start each day with prayer to
be aware of God’s walking with you through the day. Come to
worship each week. Take part in one of the small group studies.
Participate in the Stations of the Cross art project. Invite someone to be your prayer partner. Allow the richness of this season
to fill your whole being and give life, just as air fills our lungs and
allows us to sing God’s praise.
I look forward to walking with
you toward Jerusalem and toward
the glorious Day of Resurrection.
Grace and peace,
			
			
		
Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor

Communion Sunday Food Drive
“for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink...”
Matthew 25:35

In March, First Pres will deliver collected food
to Hope Clinic in Ypsilanti. The food programs
at HOPE serve families and individuals in need
through their onsite Food Pantry and Farmstand.

Lenten Opportunities
ASH WEDNESDAY - MARCH 1
Family Ash Wednesday Worship - 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 				
This intergenerational service includes the imposition of ashes, communion, and the musical
leadership of the Children’s Choir.
Ash Wednesday Supper - 6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall		
Enjoy a delicious Ash Wednesday supper of vegetarian lasagna, garlic bread, tossed salad,
fresh fruit and chocolate cake before or after worship. The cost of the dinner is $7 per person if you sign up and pay by Monday, February 27. If you pay at the door the cost is $9 per
person. Register online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/ash-wednesday-dinner/
or by calling the Church Office at 662-4466. Able to help with set up, serving, or clean-up?
Email Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.
Taizé Ash Wednesday Worship - 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
This ecumenical service includes prayer, scripture, silent reflection, imposition of ashes, Holy
Communion, and music from the Ecumenical Community of Taizé, France. An annual and
beloved tradition at First Pres!

Lenten Email Devotional
Begin each day with a Lenten email devotion written by members, friends, and various staff members at First Pres. The devotions these forty days, in keeping with our theme, “The Way of the Cross”, will focus on traditional Lenten texts, the Stations
of the Cross, and the Seven Last Words of Christ. Sign up by contacting Lisa Haddrill at lhaddrill@firstpresbyterian.org. It will
also be posted each day on First Pres’ Facebook page.

Easter Lilies in Memory or Honor
Order online at firstpresbyterian.org, or at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/easter-lilies/ to purchase beautiful lilies
for our Easter morning worship service in memory or honor of a loved one. The flowers you purchase will be in worship, and
then, delivered to those who are sick and shut-in by our First Pres Deacons. The order deadline is Friday, April 7, at noon.

Our Artists Are our Prophets
Creative Reflections on Lent
Participate in the project! Join the Sunday morning Exploring the Faith Class to get a
behind the scenes look at how First Pres artists interpret Lenten scriptures in preparation for
the Stations of the Cross exhibit. Each week during Lent, there will be study and conversation
about one of the stations of the cross, its biblical foundations, and how our artists connect these
themes to the refugee and migrant crisis in our day. See more in the Adult Education section.
Creative Reflections Exhibitions - The artwork created in a wide variety of media by
members of our congregation will be gathered for a week-long Stations of the Cross exhibition in
the Social Hall. The exhibition will begin with a reception on Palm Sunday, April 9. During Holy
Week, all are invited to visit the Social Hall for exploration and devotion.

Glacier Hills Lenten Bible Study is Open to All
Tuesday, March 7 - Tuesday, April 11, from 10:30 a.m. - noon in the Interfaith Chapel at Glacier Hills, we will be studying the Apostle’s Creed as we journey through Lent together. Based
on Adam Hamilton’s Creed study, we will be exploring the depths of what we believe, why we
believe it, and why it matters. This study aims to confront our core beliefs and examine our ideas
in faith. Questions? Contact Rev. Emily Béghin at ebeghin@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-4466,
ext. 355.

2

Lenten Small Groups
Be a part of a Lenten small group from your church quadrant which will meet for five weeks at a home of
a member. The small groups will study Marjorie Thompson’s book Forgiveness: A Lenten Study. Books
($10) are available for purchase in the Church Office. Please check the schedule below and find the group
in your quad that works best for you. You can join any group, of course, but we hope you will meet those
who live near you by participating by quadrant location. Sign up online at www.firstpresbyterian.org or in
the Church Office. Don’t miss this powerful opportunity to journey together toward forgiveness that will
lead us along the Way of the Cross!

QUAD A

(48105)
Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5, 7:00 p.m.		
Leader: Olivier Jolliet
Hosts: Sandy Talbott and Mark Lindley
Sundays, March 12 - April 9, 4:00 p.m.
Leaders: David and Carol Downton
Hosts: Dianne and Peter Santinga

QUAD B (48104)

Tuesdays, March 7 - April 4, 7:00 p.m.
Leader: Meg Brown
Hosts: Harris and Margaret McClamroch
Sundays, March 12 - April 9, 7:00 p.m.
Leaders: Doug and Carol Gottliebsen
Hosts: Doug and Carol Gottliebsen

QUAD C (48103)

Tuesdays, March 7 - April 4, 7:00 p.m.
Leader: Kathy Wirstrom
Hosts: Lucie Audette and Rob Bauman
Sundays, March 12 - April 9, 7:00 p.m.
Leader: Alice Holderby
Hosts: Bill Brinkerhoff and Kathy Sample

QUAD D (48108, 48197, 48176, & others)

Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5, 7:00 p.m.
Leaders: Pat Liljestrand and Jeannette Kibler
Hosts: Jeanette and Roland Kibler
Sundays, March 12 - April 9, 4:00 p.m.
Leaders: Gus and Donna Nussdorfer
Hosts: Mary Lynn and Jim Thomson

CHURCH OPTION

Thursdays, March 9 - April 6, 10:30 a.m.		
Leaders: Pastoral Staff
Meets in the Vance Room

T2A2 (Twenties and Thirties)
Sundays, March 12 - April 9, 7:00 p.m.
Leaders: Various
Host: Chris Wahl

Peeps and Pizza Fair
A Lenten Event for All Ages!
Team up with family and friends on Saturday, March 25, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Social Hall, enjoy a pizza lunch together
($5 per person) and create your own Bible story shoe box diorama using those “Crazy Marshmallow Peeps!” To participate,
pick your favorite Bible story, think about how you might recreate it in a shoe box diorama using Peeps and any other materials
you might like. First Pres will supply the Peeps, shoe boxes, construction paper, scissors, glue, and some extra crafting supplies.
Bring extra things for decorating if you wish – gummy worms, fabric, plant material, etc. The dioramas will be on display on
Sunday morning, March 26 for all to see. Make a reservation for the pizza lunch by calling the Church Office or emailing Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Worship & Music
ONE BREAD; ONE BODY
Worship Committee Communion Update
Over the last year, the Worship Committee has studied and has now changed the bread
we eat in our celebration of communion at the 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. services from wafers
to real loaves. As our Book of Order states, the bread we use should be “common to the
culture of the community;” in other words, the bread we share for our meal during worship ought to remind us of the bread we share at other meals in our lives. Because communion is a gift to be joyfully received,
and not something we presume to take for ourselves, the servers will place bread into the hands of those receiving the sacrament. Many choose to accept this gift by holding out their palms, with one on top of the other. Note that your server is the sole
person to touch the bread, and all are careful to sanitize their hands prior to serving. As always, gluten free wafers are available
upon request at 8:00 a.m., and at the center station at 11:00 a.m. The Worship Committee is excited to move toward a more
embodied celebration of our Lord’s Supper here at First Pres.

Holy Week Worship

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 9
8:00 a.m. - Monteith Hall
9:30 a.m. - Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16
6:30 a.m. - Circle Terrace Weather permitting
8:00 a.m. - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. - Sanctuary Come early to get a seat!
10:00 a.m. - Monteith Hall
11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary Come early to get a seat!

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 13
10:30 a.m. - Glacier Hills
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

Congregational Life
Sanctuary Truss Appeal Update
We are almost there! The Session has issued a special appeal to raise $150,000 during the month of February to make critical
repairs to the sanctuary trusses. As of February 27, $135,290 (90%) of the funding needed has been raised. Help us fully fund
this important repair with your extra gift to First Pres. Thank you!

Women’s Bible Study
All are welcome to the Women’s Bible study group. On Tuesday, March 7, from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the Curtis Room, we will
begin an eight-week study of the book of James. Through the workbook and DVDs, author Beth Moore talks about listening
to God and having the courage to follow James as he emphasizes good deeds and faith “that works”. Workbooks, which include
daily studies which will be discussed each week, may be purchased ($20) on March 7. Questions? Contact Lois Nissly: 7612925, or Mary Kay Gray: 971-7079.

Planes, Trains and Automobiles
Hilltoppers looks at Rapid, Reliable, Regional Transit in Southeast Michigan
Join us on Thursday, March 9, for a presentation, following a $5 hot lunch, by Ben Stupka
from the Regional Transit Authority (RTA). We’ll gather in the Social Hall to eat and share.
Are we going to have trains? Planes? Automobiles? What’s the plan for how we — at every
age — get from place to place in our area as quickly and painlessly as possible? Sign up in
the Church Office, or email Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.
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Explore the Literary Side of Ireland
Monday, March 20 - 7:00 p.m., Lewis Room
All are welcome to attend a special presentation hosted by noted James Joyce scholar John WhittierFerguson, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor and Professor of English Language and Literature at UM. John
will discuss the Irish elements in two of Joyce’s short stories from The Dubliners, “The Dead” and “Ivy
Day in the Committee Room.”

Looking Back… Growing Forward
Celebrating our 190th Anniversary at the Grand Hotel
It’s not too late to sign up for Mackinac Island! The Grand Hotel is still taking reservation for our all-church retreat, Friday Sunday, May 5 -7. If you’d like to know more, or sign up, please contact Rev. Rogers, as soon as possible! We hope to have a
complete list by the end of the first week in March so we can plan transportation to the Island, carpools, programs, and more!
Contact Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbterian.org, 662-4466. The retreat begins with dinner at 6:30 on Friday night.

Saturday Suppers - March 18
We’ve saved a chair for you around one of the tables set up in a church family’s home for
our traditional March 18 Saturday Supper small group po lucks. Groups of eight or ten
gather for a meal prepared by all the guests, and enjoy the the good food and fellowship of
people they already know, or would like to know better… A good place to make new
friends and catch up with old ones, we especially welcome new church members and
frequent Sunday visitors. Register online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/
saturday-suppers/ through March 5, or sign up at Coffee Hour in the Social Hall on March
5. Questions? Contact Sara VanderVoort at saravoort@gmail.com.

Stephen Ministry - Our Continuing Ed Is Open to YOU!
Please join us for these presentations as our Stephen Ministers and others learn and grow together.
Julie Frick, LMSW, will discuss, “The Confusing Maze of Depression” on Monday, March 13 in Monteith Hall from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to attend this presentation to learn about biochemical aspects of this condition.
On Monday, April 10, Dr. Stephen Stobbe from the UM School of Nursing will present, “Spirituality, Addiction and
Recovery.” Dr Strobbe won the 25th Annual Golden Apple Award at the UM in 2015. Everyone is invited to be inspired by Dr.
Strobbe in Monteith Hall, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Quad D Brunch
Please join Quad D families and friends for our annual potluck brunch to be held on Sunday, March
19, at noon, in the Social Hall. Quad D includes those congregation members in south and west Ann
Arbor, plus outlying areas including Ypsilanti, Milan, Saline, Chelsea, Brighton, Whitmore Lake,
Plymouth, and Manchester. Quad D members will receive a printed invitation from their deacons
and will be asked to bring a salad, vegetable, fruit, or dessert to share. Deacons will provide the main
dishes. Come to spend time in fellowship with your deacons and other chapel members, and to enjoy
a delicious meal. For more information, please contact Nancy Pflasterer at njpflasterer@comcast.net.

Help Save Lives!! Give Blood on March 30
The first 2017 Deacons Blood Drive will be held Thursday, March 30 from 1:30-7:30 p.m. in Monteith Hall. Sign up to donate
blood online at www.redcrossblood.org or stop by the Blood Drive table at Coffee Hour on March 12, 19 and 26. If you are
unable to give blood but would like to participate in this effort, there are options! We always appreciate volunteer help the day
of the event, as well as cookie bakers willing to contribute to our “canteen.” Please contact Barb Brewster @ 734-646-5571 or
dexter4brews@aol.com.
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Presbyterian Women News:
• Presbyterian Women Gather to Discuss Poverty - On Wednesday, March 13 at 9:30 a.m.,

PW begins the morning with Bible study, discussing Chapter 7, “Who is Jesus According to
Non-Canonical Gospels?”, from Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes by Judy Yates Siker.
At 11:00 a.m., special guest Sarah Thornburg, Executive Director of Friends-In-Deed, presents
“Assisting Families Out of Poverty,” followed by a delicious luncheon in the Social Hall.

• Seminary Scholarship Applications Now Accepted - Presbyterian Women is now accepting

scholarship requests for the 2017-2018 school year. Men and women beginning or in seminary are
encouraged to apply by the end of April. Contact Joan Bentz (jdbentz@comcast.net) or Sue Leong.

Adult Education
Sunday Morning Offerings @ 9:30 a.m.
The Bible at 9:30 a.m. - French Room/Library
Bible Exploration and Conversation
Rev. Ed Koster continues a study of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.

First Couples - Monteith Hall
Spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for couples and individuals. Presenters are class members. New members are
always welcome!
March 5 - Uppity Women of the Bible
March 12 - 26 Shalom		
Through a careful exploration of biblical text, particularly the first three chapters of Genesis, in The Very Good Gospel Lisa
Sharon Harper shows us what “very good” can look like today—in real time. Shalom is what God declared. Shalom is what
our souls long for and is the “very good” in the gospel.

Sunday Morning Offerings @11:00 a.m.
Exploring the Faith - Monteith Hall
The Exploring the Faith class is always interesting and full of warm welcome to all adults.
Our Artists Are our Prophets - Creative Reflections on Lent
As artists from our congregation prepare artwork for our church-wide Lenten project, we will take a behind the scenes look at
how different artists interpret Lenten scriptures and express them in their own creative form. Each week during Lent, we will
study and discuss one of the Stations of the Cross, its biblical foundations, and how artists connect Lenten themes to the refugee
and migrant crisis today. A week-long exhibition of the Stations of the Cross in the Social Hall comprised of artwork from members of the congregation will begin with a reception on Palm Sunday, April 9. During Holy Week all are invited to visit the Social
Hall for exploration and devotion.
Schedule:
March 5 – Introduction to the Stations of the Cross
March 12 - Station 7: Carole Pawloski, Printmaking
March 19 - Station 6: Angie Miller, Acrylic on Canvas
March 26 - Station 13: Lois Bryant , Textiles
April 2 – Station 7: Sean Hoskins, Modern Dance
April 9 - Station 7: Deborah Campbell
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Children & Families
Summer Vacation Bible School
Marketplace 49 A.D. - Travels with Paul
Strap on your sandals and step into the Bible! VBS kids and their leaders will experience
what life was like when Paul traveled to the early Christian Churches and shared the
message of Jesus. They will journey into ancient Roman times, experience the sights,
sounds and tasty smells of a Roman Marketplace, hear stories in the storytellers tent,
and meet Apostle Paul as his ministry is re-enacted by our drama team.
Who: Children who have completed a Young 5’s program through fifth grade
When: June 20, 21, and 22, from 9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Where: First Presbyterian Church

Why: Bring the Bible to life! Make new friends! Share the Good News!
Registration forms will be mailed mid-March or register online at www.firstpresbyterian.org.
Volunteers Needed: There are many ways that adults, middle schoolers, and high schoolers can volunteer and be a part
of this great activity. For additional information please contact: Deborah MacVey dmacvey@firspresbyterian.org or Cindy King
cking@firstpresbyterian.org.

Faith in Action
Russian Baked Goodies for Easter!
The Russia Mission Team will take paid orders, $10 per item, for a variety of baked goods, both
online and at Coffee Hour on March 26. Samples will be available! Enjoy Apple Cakes, Stolnichni
(raisin bread), and Russian Tea Cakes. Orders may be picked up at Coffee Hour on April 9. Proceeds go for ministry at the summer camp for children with disabilities in Davydovo, Russia.

Healthy Foods for the Homeless and Hungry
What should we contribute for the monthly food drive? When you are hungry any food is good food, right? But wait…Food
Gatherers reports over 40% of their end users have one or more in the family with diabetes or hypertension or both. Likely
those who benefit from the food donated to other organizations also have similar rates of diabetes and hypertension. Some
great food donations that would not contribute to worsening of common underlying medical conditions include: low-sodium
hearty soups, beef stew, chili, etc; low-sodium canned meats, low-sodium or no-salt canned vegetables, canned or packaged
pasta, beans – canned or dry; rice; cereal and oatmeal; granola bars, nut butters; baby food and formula, Ensure and other
nutritional supplement drinks. As we continue monthly food collections for the hungry of our area let’s think healthy food.
- Paul Smith, retired nephrologist

First Pres Hosts Alpha House in March
Monday, March 27 - Friday, March 31, First Pres will serve children and families who are
experiencing homelessness. Alpha House provides shelter and a variety of social services to its
guests so they can find permanent housing. Our ministry includes preparing and serving meals,
offering childcare in the early evening, and being on call overnight. For many years First Pres has
supported Alpha House for two weeks, but increased interest in our congregation and greater need
at Alpha House led us to take on an additional week. During two weeks in the fall, 70 volunteers
from First Pres helped out at Alpha House, an impressive show of support for which all are
grateful. This third week will give still more volunteers a chance to participate in in this local mission.
Volunteer by signing up online at www.firstpresbyterian.org or at Coffee Hour starting March 5.
Questions about this ministry can be directed to Nicole Jolliet-Gavin at nicole.jolliet@gmail.com or
Anne Gere at argere@umich.edu.
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All-Generations Russia Mission Trip
The Russia Mission Team invites participants for an All-Generations Mission Trip to
Davydovo, Russia this June. Missioners will fly to Moscow and travel by train to the
small town of Davydovo to help in a camp for disabled children and their families.
We will stay in a dormitory, refurbished with donations from First Pres, owned by the
Russian Orthodox church in Davydovo. This is a wonderful opportunity to
experience the love of Christ shared through Christian fellowship. Students under the
age of 18 must have a parent travel with them. Those interested should contact Rev.
Sanderford, Rev. Béghin, or Marti Wendler (wendlerme@gmail.com).

News from Michael and Rachel Ludwig in Niger
January was a good month for the Community Health Evangelism (CHE) training Michael is working on. Plans are going forward for the new CHE Rickshaws. These taxis will operate in the more untapped market of Niger’s second largest city, Zinder,
and another up-and-coming city of Dosso. The previous six rickshaws that were purchased with funds are still operating well.
In addition, there were a few disbursements from the fund to evangelists’ families who were in need at Christmas. (Note:
Thanks to our congregation just under $300 was raised at the November Forward In Mission Bazaar for the rickshaw program!
The Ludwigs have been notified of these funds.) Rachael is planning for a trip to a mission conference in Rwanda. She’s excited
about new opportunities to influence neighbor ladies with the good news of Jesus Christ.

Looking for Used Musical Instruments
Do you have a brass, wind, or percussion musical instrument that was once played but now is just sitting in a
closet? Children in one of the poorest villages in Peru – La Florida – march around pretending that they are holding an instrument while their teacher instructs them on being part of a band. The director of the Fuller Center for
Housing Project in Peru believes that a band will help the village establish its identity through parades and celebrations. He knows that it will give the village young people a purposeful activity to occupy their time and help them
to develop their talents. They need instruments!
Jeff Taggart and Ginny Rezmierski are collecting donations of used but working brass, wind, and percussion
instruments to help this village and its children. Even those requiring minor repairs are accepted. The instruments
will be packed and shipped in a way that guarantees they will reach the music teacher and the La Florida children.
First Pres’ Mission Committee supports this short-term project. Do you have a used instrument you are willing to
donate? Contact Jeff at 358-4353 or Ginny at 971-6221 or send email to ver@umich.edu.

PAZAPA – A Mission Partner in Haiti
PAZAPA means “step by step” in Creole, and step by step PAZAPA has been
making a difference in the lives of Haiti’s special needs children. PAZAPA, a Haitian
not-for-profit organization, supports the treatment, education, and development of
children with special needs, and integrates them into the community-at-large. It is
based in Jacmel and serves the entire Southeast Department of Haiti. PAZAPA’s staff
are all Haitian and the executive director was raised in Haiti. Leonard Rezmierski is a
current board member. Learn more about PAZAPA at http://pazapa.org/
PAZAPA supplies anti-seizure medications to children with disabilities. In
some cases, these medications help the children to attend school, as in Haiti all special needs children attending school must be
“mainstreamed” or integrated into “normal” classrooms. PAZAPA also provides advocacy, influencing local governments and
communities to accept these children, who otherwise would have no education. The organization depends on a large network of
volunteers to provide services without charge.
First Pres works with PAZAPA by providing funding to purchase anti-seizure medications for children affected by a host of
developmental diseases and issues. Our financial assistance provides help for 130 children daily, with medications purchased in
Haiti. Because the cost of drugs is high, careful research has been done to locate sources of generic drugs at a reasonable cost. The
cost of a year’s supply of the necessary drugs is $6,000 and in November of 2016 a six month’s supply was delivered to PAZAPA.
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