
 But still, here’s an angel urging the travelers to wake up and 
move on.  Their discovery of the extraordinary occurrence that 
God is up to on earth is essential to its unveiling.  Come on, guys, 
I imagine the angelic voice saying (maybe in one of those dreams 
we spent Advent imagining); come on – off you go!  There are things 
God wants to reveal that depend on what you see, what you remem-
ber, how you respond. 
 At First Pres each year, the season of unveiling brings us to a 
moment to consider how the continued unfolding of what God 
is up to on earth depends on our staying with the journey we’ve 
started.  The Annual Meeting (this year on Jan. 31) is our mo-
ment to open an eye to take stock of that journey, and to decide 
to re-embark toward … wherever it turns out God is calling us in 
our ministry.  This year, to be sure, our re-discovery comes in the 
midst of a wave of lethal pandemic fear; but, spiritually, we have 
not scattered!  And I hear an unmistakable angelic whisper: things 
are looking up!  In recent months we’ve passed milestone after 
milestone: the completion of a Strategic Plan and a Self-Study; a 
refreshed staff design (that includes newly-minted Assistant Pastor 
Evans McGowan! – see elsewhere in this newsletter); a plan to start 
live-streaming our services soon.  And the month will begin with 
the long-awaited election of a Pastor Nominating Committee (on 
January 3) to embark on the final leg of the long journey to call a 
new Lead Pastor.  You’ll read more about all these milestones in the 
2020 Annual Report, coming soon.
 Soon after Epiphany, our eyes shift to focus on Jesus, grown 
and ready, presenting himself to John the Baptist at the leading edge 
of his ministry.  May this month see us grown, too, more fully into 
our ministry – mindful that the unveiling of what 
God is up to on earth depends on what we see, 
what we remember, how we respond.

Faithfully,

Interim Pastor
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WHAT’S INSIDE

 Newsletter deadlines being what they are, I’m writing this from 
the heart of Advent, looking beyond our commemorations of the 
birth of Jesus and across the cusp of a new year to the season of 
discovery: Epiphany.  But angels belong in all seasons…
 Last summer a friend posted this photograph on her Facebook 
page, and it won my heart.  The 12th century carving is from the 
Romanesque cathedral at Autun, France.  My idea of the late medie-
val mind doesn’t necessarily include such whimsy – but this image 
is a good corrective.  Your heart goes out to the weary magi in the 
midst of their journey to … wherever it would turn out to be, prob-
ably sleeping during the day so as to travel at night, with an eye on 
the sky.  But have a thought, too, for the angel: charged, presumably, 
with the tough task of keeping them on course toward the discovery 
that God intends.  
 The twelve days of Christmas culminate in a celebration of the 
unveiling of God’s redemptive plan for the world.  That sounds pret-
ty grand; but it begins with three perhaps eccentric sages looking for 
some extraordinary occurrence on earth that would explain the sign 
they’ve read in the stars.  When the story ends they’ve found their 
destination; but it’s an odd meeting in an unlikely place, and when 
it’s over everyone scatters hastily, just ahead of a wave of lethal fear 
that almost eclipses the revelation altogether, and makes a refugee 
out of the Holy Child.
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Worship & Music
Ordination & Installation of Officers 
Sunday, January 17 at 5:00 p.m.
 It’s always a joyful day when we ordain and install officers to serve Christ by 
serving this congregation. Join us as we welcome and pray for those whom God has 
called to lead First Pres. 
 Elders to be ordained and installed: Jennifer Day, Kate Kraft, Steve McKenney, Keith Molin, Renee Mulcrone, Len Rezmierski, Jean 
Song, and Deanne Woodruff.  Deacons to be ordained and installed: Betty Anderson,  Anne Andrus, Kim Byers-Granito, Sharon Dort, 
Carol Downton, Jennifer Edwards, Pam Ehrhart, Kathy Hillig, Nicole Jolliet, Catherine Kendall, Linda Koos, Chris Lin, Betsy McCallister, 
Angie Miller, Nelly Petrock, Brad Taylor, Nancy Tena, and Felicity Williams.
 Pandemic safety precludes our being able to gather in person for a service that traditionally includes the ancient Christian symbol of 
the laying-on of hands.  On the other hand - Zoom offers us an opportunity to be present together in real time to offer our prayerful sup-
port to the full cohort of elected leaders - Elders and Deacons together!  Watch the bulletin and Our Life Together for the Zoom links.

Special Congregational Meeting to Elect a Pastoral Nominating Committee
Sunday, January 3
The Session has called a Special Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, January 3, 2021, for the purpose of electing a Pastor Nominating 
Committee to conduct the search for a new Lead Pastor for First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor.  The Congregational Nominating Com-
mittee will present a slate of up to nine nominees, as directed by the Session and in accordance with our polity.  Information on the nominees 
will be available before the meeting.  This meeting, to be held virtually on Zoom (connection information is available on our website), will 
begin immediately after the conclusion of the Closing Voluntary - with Coffee Hour following the adjournment of the meeting.  

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 31
Stay tuned for a special Moving Forward email in a few weeks with information on our 2021 
Annual Congregational meeting. Plans are being made now for an online event. 

Congratulations to Rev. Evans McGowan 
First Pres’ New Assistant Pastor of Faith Formation and Campus Ministries
 We are excited and pleased to announce effective December 1, 2020, the Rev. Evans McGowan has accepted the newly created position 

of Assistant Pastor for Campus Ministry and Faith Formation here at First Pres. A goal over the last few years was to provide 
greater emphasis on faith formation across all age groups and this is realized as part of a reorganization plan approved by 
Session in October. As many of you know, Evans was a Resident Minister here from 2011-2013.  He left to take a teaching 
job with high school students in Hawaii, returning three years ago to head up our Campus Ministry program. 

 Working with Presbytery and the terms of an Assistant Pastor, Presbyterian polity provides a way for the congre-
gation to make a call to an Associate Pastor within three years without a national search. As stated in the motion to 

Session, it is a wonderful and rare opportunity to retain someone who has gained valuable experience at First Pres 
and can help lead us in the future.

Business of the Church

Enjoy A Midwinter Virtual Hymn-Sing
Need something to brighten your winter days? Be on the look out for a virtual Hymn-Sing by the members of 
the Chancel Choir! Watch www.firstpresbyterian.org and the bulletin for more information. 

No Taizé Service in January
We will resume our monthly Taizé Prayer Services on the first Tuesday of the month beginning on Tuesday, 
February 2, at 7:00 p.m., via YouTube and Facebook.

The Annual Meeting is virtual this year!
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Compassionate Conversations in Times of Stress and Change
Monday, January 11, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Dr. Kelcey Stratton leads this month’s Stephen Ministry Continuing Education program “Com-
passionate Conversations in Times of Stress and Change: Supporting Emotional Well-Being.” It 
is open to all of you! When times are difficult, how do you recognize and respond to distress in 
yourself and others? Drawing on research-based theories and practices, this session will provide 
information, support strategies, and reflection tools to help provide compassionate support to 
those experiencing sadness, worry, loss, or uncertainty. Participants will also learn skills to care 
for their own emotional well-being as they provide support to others. All are welcome to join us, 
whether or not you are currently a Stephen Minister. 

Mature Ministries Lunch & Learn – Underground Railroad of Washtenaw County
Thursday, January 14, Noon – 1:00 p.m. via Zoom

 The founding meeting of the Michigan Antislavery Society was held in the First Presbyterian Church, 
located on the southwest corner E. Huron and Division Streets, in 1836. This convention led to the establish-
ment of the state’s second antislavery newspaper, Ann Arbor’s Signal of Liberty, in 1841 at the Huron Block 
on Broadway. Publisher Guy Beckley lived nearby on Pontiac Trail. These are just three of the places we will 
see on a virtual “Journey to Freedom” exploring the routes, sites, and people who formed the Underground 
Railroad in Washtenaw County. The African American Cultural & Historical Museum (AACHM) provides 
both Underground Railroad bus and walking tours, exhibits and programs (aachm.org). 
 Presenter Bev Willis is a board member and co-chair of the Exhibit and Collections Committee of the  
African-American Historical and Culture Museum of Washtenaw County. She is also the Administrator for 
the Washtenaw County Historical Society and serves on the board of the Ann Arbor Historical Foundation.

Congregational Life

JOIN THE FIRST PRES FAMILY!

Fast Track to Membership & New Member Class
• Fast-Track to Membership – January 3 or January 17 at Noon   

 via Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84143125355

• New Member Class – January 10 at 11:00 a.m.    
 via Zoom  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87356165116

You already belong, of course — for all are welcome at First Pres, and membership is not required to participate in our ministries 
However, by becoming a member formally, you have voice and vote in congregational meetings, and express to us your commitment 
to First Pres to be an active part. Your joining allows us to support you more fully and help you stay engaged and grow in faith. To 
join, attend a Fast Track meeting online (20 minutes) on either Sunday, January 3 or Sunday, January 17.  You will get to know a few 
of our elders and staff in a brief time together after worship. May the Spirit move you there! You are also invited to attend the New 
Member Class on Sunday, January 10, from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., a time to get to know First Pres’ ministries, missions, programs 
and staff much better!  Hope to see you there! Questions? Contact Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.
 
“Tell Me More About This Church” is Now “Tell Me More on Four”
January 24 at Noon, via Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188882448

Want to learn more about First Pres? You can do it every fourth Sunday of the month, at noon. Pop online at this time with us, a 
few staff and a few members of the Congregational Life Committee. Ask anything! We’ll be ready to help you learn about who we
are and what we believe (and what we don’t believe!) 
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New Prayer Group Meeting!  
Mondays at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86466149357

The prayer team has ceased meeting on Sunday before and after the 9:30 a.m. worship service – but will return when our worship 
in person returns! Traditionally, the group meets at 10:30 a.m. and noon in Hillegonds Chapel. We will be so ready to return, and to 
cherish the time to pray for any needs you bring. Until then, the prayer team will meet (all are welcome to join!) on Monday mornings 
from 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. on Zoom to pray for all the needs listed on the Sunday virtual friendship pad. In addition, Rev. Rogers, group 
facilitator, will spend some of our time together teaching us to pray and leading us as we pray for others and ourselves. Join us here, 
beginning January 4 and every Monday! Questions? Contact Rev. Rogers, Marolin Bellefleur, Cyndy Colton, or Nancy Fox. 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women
Second Thursday of the Month, January 14 
10:30 -11:30 a.m.  Bible Study - Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament 
   Peggy Hodgson leads Lesson 5 - “Lamenting Life.” Look for the Zoom link 
   closer to the date. Contact Meg Brown, lmegbrown@gmail.com to order 
   a Horizons study guide ($10).
11:30 -11:50 a.m.  PW Actions
11:50 - Noon  Break
Noon - 1:00  PW joins Mature Ministries’  Lunch & Learn  via Zoom (See on page 3)

Additional Groups of Women:
• Barclay Bible Study -  The New Daily Study Bible Series  by William Barclay meets Wednesdays at 10:30 

a.m. via Zoom, January 6 – March 17. The study schedule for January is as follows:    
 January 6 - Chapter 7 (pp.108-118)

January 13 - Chapter 8 (pp.118-131)
January 20 - Chapter 8 (pp. 131- 145)
January 27 - Chapter 9 (pp.145-160)

All are welcome to participate. Contact Meg Brown, 734-623-4323, lmegbrown@gmail.com, for the study 
guide and Zoom link

• Sewing Angels - Sewing Angels work at home with donated goods on projects suggested to them. The group is open to women 
and men with all levels of experience and suggestions for projects. Questions? Contact Gail Grady at 734-417-6582 or gailgrady-
cm@yahoo.com; or Helena Prince  at 734-971-8519 or thprince@comcast.net .

• Journeys Book/ Bible Study – This group of women values Christian exploration, personal growth though life’s stages, creates 
fellowship in Christian companionship to one another and practices Christian values through service projects in the community. 
Meets via Zoom on second and fourth Thursdays, 11:30-12:00 p.m. for a sack lunch and 12:00-1:00 p.m. for discussion. Questions? 
Contact Diana Gardner at 734-663-6611 or drgatgard@aol.com.

• Knit Night - No meetings are currently scheduled as members are knitting at home. Interested in participating? Contact Prue 
Heikkinen at 734-709-2547 or prueannarbor@gmail.com.

Stephen Ministry – Ready to Walk with You
 When Mike found out he was going to die, he simply couldn’t believe it.  He had made his 
reputation by solving problems, not by giving in to them.   He told his wife, “Don’t you worry, I’m 
not going to let this lick me.”  And yet, there was no denying pancreatic cancer.  His diagnosis was 
terminal.  We can all understand his reaction--one of the ways people receive news of a termi-
nal illness.  He responded with denial. Others respond with anger.  Some immediately fall into 
depression.  Some are able to accept the news and plan how to live their best life with whatever 
days they have on earth.  Some people undoubtedly bargain with God to change the outcome or 
to have more time.  
 There is no right way to respond to such devastating news.  Family members and friends 
have their own reactions too.  As patients and their loved ones work through the various stages of 
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death and loss, Stephen Ministers are  a valuable resource.  A Stephen Minister cares emotionally and 
spiritually and listens to whatever feelings are being expressed    Such emotion is not straightforward.  
Many people are uncomfortable dealing with death and its earthly finality, so the dying person may be 
more comfortable talking with someone other than family members or friends because s/he can be 
totally honest as s/he is working through the various stages.     
 People who are family to the dying person often need support to process their feelings and respons-
es to the one dying.  The confidentiality of the Stephen Ministry encourages honest sharing of real feel-
ings.  In this time of COVID19 receiving a terminal diagnosis is even more difficult.  To have a Stephen 
Minister walk with you, no matter the struggle you are facing, contact Rev. Rogers or Kathy Wirstrom.

Congratulations Collyer Smith
Our very own Collyer Smith has been selected to serve as Rotary District Governor for 2023-2024, which 
includes over 50 Rotary clubs in SE Mich and Canada. Collyer has been very active in Rotary, serving as Presi-
dent of the Ann Arbor Rotary Club, Assistant Governor; he’s currently leading a district-wide initiative to end 
the stigma of mental health. In addition, Collyer serves on the Board of the Family Learning Center where he 
helps second through fifth graders get to grade-level reading. 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Virtual Epiphany Celebration
Wednesday, January 6, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

The Christian Formation team invites you to attend a special Epiphany Celebration via Zoom, 
on January 6 at 6:30 p.m. This special gathering will only be one-hour long and will be filled 
with intergenerational games, crafts, and virtual fellowship as we celebrate God-With-Us! All 
are welcome and we hope you will join us! 

NEW! Faith Beats
Keep an eye out in various First Pres publications, emails, and social media accounts for the launch of our new Podcast, Faith Beats, 
brought to you by Rev. Khayla Johnson, Rev. Mark Mares, and the First Pres Staff. Faith Beats is a podcast about the questions of life and 
rhythms of faith, community, and imagination, through the narrative lens of storytelling, arts, and spiritual practices. 

YOUTH CONNECTION

Faith Formation on Sundays
All youth are invited to join us during our ‘faith formation hour’ at 11:00 a.m. 
on Sundays. Our 6th/7th graders will finish up a series on the beatitudes and 
then begin a series on joining in on God’s work in the world! Confirmation 
will continue to meet regularly, and our High school students will have a 
special series called, ‘Pop goes Theology,’ where we invite you to bring your 
favorite songs to share and we’ll have a conversation about them! We meet 
this month on January10, 17, and 24 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. If you need the 
link, please contact Rev. Mark at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org.

Youth Group 
Our hybrid approach to our Youth Group gatherings continues this month with some slight changes. We plan to meet via Zoom at
 7:00 p.m. on January 10, 24 and 31, and will attempt to gather bundled-up, in-person on January 17. Please contact Rev. Mark at 
mmares@firstpresbyterian.org for any questions you might have. We hope you’ll join us! 

Christian Formation

Stephen 
Ministry

First Presbyterian Church
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Dungeons & Dragons
Friday, January 22, 6:30 p.m.  via Zoom

Join us for a special, one-night-only Dungeons and Dragons adventure! This adventure is designed to go through 
the basics of D&D, familiarizing new players with both the mechanics and role playing aspects of the game. Play-
ers will be given a pre-made character sheet beforehand, representing the individual they will be assuming the 
role of. They will then find themselves in the wondrous port city of Heathermire, a bustling metropolis created by 
the Dungeon Masters Anna Gerhke and Ethan Phillips. The adventurers will be arriving at the city in the midst 
of the Ghealach Tans, or Dark Moon festival. During the festivities, the residents of the city have been plagued by 
a series of mysterious kidnappings. Rumor has it that the nefarious Shadow Snake is behind the disappearances. 
As is such, the party has been tasked to investigate the kidnappings and bring the Shadow Snake to justice. Join 
us on Zoom, Please sign up here! (https://forms.gle/2mwyKzkaBgNYx76s6)

UKIRK@UMICH

Campus Ministry Update
Students stayed home and safe over the holidays to complete their Fall Semester online.  It’s been a tough semester for many reasons, 
not least with all of the Big Ten games canceled!  We wish all of our campus students and staff a wonderful and well-deserved Winter 
Break, and look forward to the belated start of the Winter Semester on January 19.

ADULT EDUCATION
Access information for Adult Ed sessions can be found by clicking on the event in the church calendar at https://firstpresbyterian.org/ or 
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73891597/month

First Friends Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
First Friends is a fellowship group that uses Christian materials. All are welcome!    

January 10   God and the Pandemic by NT Wright, Chapter 5, “Where Do We Go From Here?”
January 17   “How we can face the future without fear, together,” Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks                                                                   
January 24   “Eight Questions That Can Help You Survive Election Stress – and Perhaps Boost Your Resilience”                                                                                                                  
January 31   “The Supreme Court”

Exploring the Faith 
Sundays at 12:15 p.m. via Zoom   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89707880133

“Those Who Dream” - January 3 & 10
Our Advent series invites us The Those Who Dream series continues, drawing from rich 
traditions and examples in the arts to fuel and inspire our dreams. As we wonder and 
ponder what is possible for our future we can turn to the arts for inspiration and insight. 
We draw inspiration from different forms of art – music, visual arts and the written word 
– to fuel our individual and collective dreams.  The series showcases the gifts of several church members as seeds for our dreaming 
of possibilities.

January 3 Dreaming Through the Visual Arts  
Carole Pawloski, artist, art historian and EMU emeritus, will take you on her journey of more than the last 50 years starting in 
Africa and ending with her recent inspirations with nature. Angie Nagle Miller, artist, teacher, lecturer, President Emeritus of 
Michigan Water Color Society and Ann Arbor Women Artists, will share excerpts from her journals in relation to how her art 
evolved. Lois Bryant, artist and teacher, will talk about the inspirations for her weavings, embroideries, and collages.

January 10  Dreaming Through the Written Word 
Writers Judy Wenzel, Scott Ellsworth, and Callie Feyen will share some of their writing and illuminate how their work has been 
informed by dreams, as well as how it inspires dreams and senses of possibility.
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Mens Study Group 
Friday, January 15, 8:00 a.m. 
Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92632271384 Meeting ID: 926 3227 1384
Every other Friday morning, a group of men meets from 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. to read scripture, pour over a good book, and discuss practical, 
down-to-earth matter of faith. In 2021 the group will meet on the first and third Friday of the month, beginning January 15, continuing 
until May. This winter, the group will read From Judgment to Hope: A Study on the Prophets by Walter Brueggemann.   The book pres-
ents an examination of three important prophetic figures:  Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. All men are welcome! Books are available in the 
Church Office for $15.  Questions? Contact Rev. Jay Sanderford, jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org or (734) 662-4466, ext. 340. 

New Exploring the Faith Series 
“Why Jesus’ Jewishness Matters to Christians” - Rev. Deborah Forger
January 17 - February 7
Rev. Deborah Forger, a former First Pres Resident Minister, will lead sessions highlighting the first-cen-
tury Jewish world in which Jesus was born and why Jesus’ Jewishness matters to Christians.  We learn 
about Jesus as a figure in history as a first century Palestinian Jew.

Bible Study with Rev. Ed Koster
Sundays at 5:00 p.m. (formerly at 9:30 a.m.)
The Rev Ed Koster is teaching a course on the Gospel of Mark, touching on the unique features of 
this earliest of the gospels.  His class explores the major themes and the underlying connections 
to the other New Testament gospels.  Each week the class will take up a section or chapter of the 
Gospel with a presentation, discussion, and time for questions and answers. For more informa-
tion and to receive the study materials for each week, contact Rev. Ed Koster at ehkoster@aol.com 

ADDITIONAL ADULT OPPORTUNITIES

Noon Conversations
Strengthening Ourselves & Strengthening Others
The third Wednesday of the month at noon via Zoom.
Do you hunger for conversation and fellowship to build your resilience during these challenging times? Join us to explore, discuss, and 
practice different ways in which we can strengthen ourselves and others now and in the days ahead. We draw on classic and enduring 
practices that unlock our resourcefulness from within and help us imagine new possibilities for ourselves and for others around us.

Join the Spiritual Writing Group
Have you ever wanted to be creative with words? Have you found it difficult to sit down and write a memory to share? This year during 
“social distancing,” we are sharing our creative work and our discussion of these shared writings, all by email. Want to join? Contact Meg 
Brown at lmegbrown@gmail.com to receive the email addresses of all our members.

Fellowship Group
A fellowship group will meet every other Sunday at 4:00 p.m. via Zoom to discuss the book of Esther as a prominent woman of the Bible! 
We look forward to studying the Bible together, praying for one another, and sharing our lives, ideas, concerns, and laughter. If you are 
interested in joining, please send an e-mail to ojolliet@gmail.com .

Faith in Action
Feed the Hungry!
January Food Collection
Bring your donations of non-perishable food to First Pres. Drop off bins are available outside by the Memorial Garden entrance, Mon-
day - Thursday,  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Donations are accepted on behalf of Food Gatherers. Financial donations may either be mailed 
to the attention of Finance Manager Anna Miller or may be dropped off at the church Monday through Thursday, 9:00 to 3:00. Checks 
should be made payable to First Pres with the purpose noted on the memo line.
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We Grieve the Death of:
Kathryn Baird       December 6, 2020 
Lynn Parker  December 10, 2020

We Celebrate the Birth of:

Maximilian Pagels Ybarra, born October 18, 2020, son of  Rebecca Pagels & Oscar Ybarra

From Mary Jones, Publications Coordinator
Thank you so much for the marvelous Coffee Hour retirement celebration you gave me on December 
20.  Your thoughtfulness, kind words, song(!), good wishes and the gift of one of Lois Bryant’s remark-
able works of art made it a day that I will remember always.  I look forward to seeing you again in 
church ... hopefully soon!

Financial Stewardship

Legacy Partners Spotlight - Carol & Doug Gottliebsen
  Carol and I have been members here at First Pres since 1992. Our daughter Amy was married here 
and four grandchildren were baptized here. We haven taught Sunday School and served as Elders and 
Deacons. Both of us were raised in active church families, and were taught, by word and deed, to give back 
to our church.
 Martin Luther said, “Even if I know that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still plant 
my apple tree.” Covid is here and could be with us for a while. We have planted our tree. 
 In death, Carol and I will continue our Legacy for this church which has been and will continue to be 
our home.

Transitions

Become a Circles Program Ally!
 Use your time and talent to reduce poverty in our community – become an Ally for the 
summer 2021 cohort of the Washtenaw Circles Program through Friends In Deed. Circles 
is an evidence based, national program built on the premise that developing meaningful 
relationships across socio-economic lines can break the cycle of generational poverty. 
 Over 18 months it works by creating circles of support and connections between 
low-income “Leaders” and middle-income “Allies” as well as coaches and community re-
sources. Ask any of the First Pres members who have participated in this program over the 
first three successful years and we will tell you how much we have learned, and grown from 
the experience. Orientation sessions will occur on Wednesdays, January 13, February 10 and 
March 10, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
 Learn more at https://www.friendsindeedmi.org/circles/ or contact Martha Kershaw, 
Helena Prince, Pam Ehrhart, Ginny Rezmierski, Virginia Koster, or Rohn Federbush.

Session Digest
NOVEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
In November, the Session met on three occasions via Zoom.  Special Meetings had been called for November 8 to receive the 
Church Self-Study Report and November 17 for the examination of the new Church Officers (Elders and Deacons).  On Novem-
ber 18, the Session held its regular Stated Meeting.
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At the Special Called Meeting on November 8 ...  
the Self-Study Group presented its final Report for Session approval, prior to submission to the 
Presbytery’s  Committee on Ministry.  This is a critical step in the process of seeking a new Lead 
Pastor as approval of the Self-Study by the COM will then allow First Pres to move toward the 
election of a Pastor Nominating Committee.  Session unanimously approved the Self Study Report, 
expressing its gratitude and thanks for such a thorough and fair representation of First Pres.  

At the Special Called Meeting on November 17 ...
Elders and Deacons elected at the September 20 Congregational Meeting shared with Session shared their faith stories.  Each de-
scribed the life journey taken to grow in faith, leading to the decision to accept the opportunity to serve the church in this way.  The 
new officers thanked Rev. Andrew Frazier for his leadership and support as the facilitator of the New Officer Training.  Session voted 
without dissent to accept these stories as evidence these individuals were qualified and ready to serve.

At the Stated Meeting of Session on November 18 ...
Rev. Rick Spalding welcomed Elders and guest Dianne Santinga, representing the Board of Deacons.  The meeting opened with 
prayer led by the pastors addressing needs of the congregation and its extended family.  Session then ...  

• welcomed new member Mary Sahn Evans, joining by Reinstatement of Membership.

• approved the motion by the Congregational Nominating Committee defining the size of the Pastor Nominating Committee and 
describing the qualifications to be considered for service on the PNC.

• accepted with regret the resignations of Elder Mary Lynn Thomson and Deacon Lori Pickard, Class of 2021 – and approved the call 
for a virtual meeting of the Congregation on November 29, immediately following the 9:30 service, to elect Doug Gottliebsen and 
Lisa Danielson to fill their unexpired terms.  Doug will also be nominated to fill Mary Lynn’s seat on the CNC.

• supported the request from Finance on behalf of the Technology Work Group for additional 
funding for equipment and installation to enable the church to live-stream services and events

• endorsed the plan for extending Rev. Spalding’s service as Interim Pastor through Easter on a 
slightly reduced basis beginning in January.  The plan includes the hiring of a part-time tempo-
rary Administrator to oversee Property, Finance, Office Staff, and Communications.  After the 
close of Rev. Spalding’s service, a consultant or pastor may be hired to continue work with the 
staff until the arrival of the new Lead Pastor.

• elected Elders Diane Hockett, Bruce Thomson, Bob Wallin, and Marti Wendler as our commis-
sioners to the November 21, Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Detroit.

• Voted to dismiss the Strategic Planning Group with gratitude following the creation of a plan to 
present the Plan to the congregation.

     
 Other Reports / Discussions
1. Dianne Santinga reported that the Deacons delivered over 100 plants on All Saints Sunday and are planning the same with poin-

settia plants at Christmas.  Care cards, Happy Birthday calls, and communion kits continue to be strong points of connection 
with members.  She expressed thanks for their leadership, both present and future, and offered thanks to Rev. Andrew Frazier 
for the recent Officer Training.

2. There was considerable discussion regarding one of the considerations for service on the Pastor Nominating Committee: finan-
cial support of the church.  Several Elders felt that could limit the opportunity for younger, newer members, and wondered if 
such a requirement would run counter to our effort for inclusivity.  Elder Katie Parker cited the Book of Order provision that a 
PNC is comprised of “members in good standing”, which includes supporting the church through the giving of time, talent, and 
money (G-1.0304); she said that, in compiling a slate of nominees for the PNC, the CNC would consider a number of factors, 
including giving.

3. Elder Sue Gott, Chair of the Strategic Planning Group, reminded of the need to provide for ongoing monitoring of the Strategic 
Plan (approved in October) to ensure coordination between committees and Session to align actions with the Plan.  There was 

Videographer Bill Hall during a recent 
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concurrence that such a process was needed; several ideas were offered as to 
how this could be achieved.  Elder Gott offered to bring to Session in December 
a proposal for a charter and membership for a monitoring group.

4. Rev. Andrew Frazier provided a brief overview of the recent New Officer Train-
ing and said a formal report will be made in Spring 2021 with evaluation and 
recommendations.  He reported that the training was grounded in faith, wor-
ship, the mission of Christ, and encouraged the Elders continuing on Session 
to build relationships with the new officers to help them become fully engaged 
quickly.

The Session is the governing board of the church.  It consists of 
24 Elders elected by the congregation to three-year terms; they 
meet monthly (except, usually, in July) to oversee the church’s 
financial and programmatic life, and to hear reports from the 
church’s staff, committees and working groups.  The Rev. Rick 
Spalding, as Interim Pastor, currently serves as Moderator; the 
two installed Associate Pastors are also voting members.  Elder 
Linda Rex is Clerk of Session.  Their next meeting is December 
16, 7:00 p.m.

5. The Reopening Recommendations Work Group announced that plans for indoor worship, slated to begin early December, have 
been postponed due the recent Health Department guidelines.  If restrictions are lifted after December 8, the committee will re-vis-
it, and Advent plans will be adjusted as required.

6.  Elder Jim Peggs advised that First Pres will not be hosting the men’s rotating shelter this winter, as our building does not meet the 
Health Dept’s standards for fresh air circulation.  First Pres will, however, be providing volunteers to assist at other rotating shelter 
locations.

7.  Elder Bill Upton, Chair of Finance, offered October financials showing improved revenue and reduced expenses compared to the 
2020 budget.  However, he does anticipate having to pull some funds from the Endowment before year-end.  The Committee is 
drafting a policy regarding creation of new endowment funds – respecting contributors’ wishes while avoiding many small, narrow-
ly-purposed funds.  Work is progressing on the 2021 budget; a preliminary draft was shared with Session, with a final version due in 
December.  

- Elder Bruce Clyde reported for Stewardship that the initial response has been positive, with pledges received totaling $1.1M.

- The Property and Finance Committees will begin work on how to integrate the Property Committee Report presented to   
Session earlier this year and the Strategic Plan to align priorities for both the work and funding. 

- Also to be determined is the point at which an architect and/or fund-raising consultant should be engaged, and how the two 
activities best complement each other. 

8. Elder Dick Carlisle, Chair of the Personnel Committee, reported that search committees are at work to fill positions for both Parish 
Nurse and Organist.  Barb DeLancey is acting as Interim Parish Wellness Coordinator until a successor for Sandy Talbott is hired.  
He also announced Mary Jones, Publication Coordinator, will be retiring at the end of the year, and that Lisa Hadrill, Technology 
Coordinator, has also decided to conclude her service to First Pres and will be moving on to new opportunities in January.

- He reviewed the detailed plans for the transitional period from Easter until a new Lead Pastor is called, to ensure a smooth
transition and minimal stress on current Pastoral Staff.  

- Personnel also recommends the hiring of a part-time Administrator during this period; a full job description is being   
developed.

9. Elder Bill McPherson reported the Self-Study Report was approved by the COM on November 12, clearing First Pres to move  for-
ward to elect a PNC.  The COM gave high praise to the report for its quality.  Session asked the Self Study Group to make a  recom-
mendation about how best to share this Report, and the results of the Congregational Survey, with the congregation.   

10. Rev. Rogers reminded Session that Sandy Talbott will be honored at coffee hour on Sunday, November 22.  


