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Happy New Year! May this be a year of spiritual growth
and joy, as the light of Christ which comes into the world on
Christmas continues to accompany us and guide us.
We begin the year with renewed gratitude for the wondrous
gift of God’s choosing to come to us in human form and
allowing us to know God’s love for us in a deeply personal way.
We also begin the year in a nation and a world faced with a
climate of fear. In a multitude of small ways, we can counter
this fear by turning to the light we know in Christ. What is
at least one specific way you can show gratitude to God and
spread Christian love this month? Might you volunteer to
help First Pres host the Rotating Shelter and get to know some
of our guests? Might you be interested in a budding project
to link in service women from the Islamic Center and women
from First Pres? Might you cook a meal for college students?
Might you commit to pray for world, national, state, and local
leaders every day? Might you commit to some deed every
month that proclaims your gratitude to God and spreads the
light of Christ?
A lot is happening! We will ordain and install elders and
deacons for the Class of 2018 on January 10; engage in an

intensive visioning weekend for our mission ministries led by Rev.
Cliff Kirkpatrick, former Director of Global Mission Ministries
and Stated Clerk of the PC(USA) on January 23-24; and gather for
worship on Sunday, January 31 led by our youth, followed by the
annual meeting of the congregation and lunch.
As this is being written, final statistics are not yet available but it
appears that we will have a small net gain in our membership over
last year. We also are growing in our care for one another and for
those in our community and the world. New people come to First
Pres primarily because of the invitation of someone they know.
Help us continue to welcome newcomers by your hospitable
invitations and outreach. Help us all be Christ to one another. Let
us know of your needs and help us lighten the burdens of others.
Clothe yourselves with love... let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts... and be thankful.
(Colossians 3:14-15).
Grace and peace,
			
Rev. Dr. Fairfax F. Fair, Pastor

Annual Meeting and All–Church Luncheon
On Sunday, January 31, come for one of the great fellowship events of the year – First Pres’
Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Luncheon. The annual meeting takes place in
the Sanctuary following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Dr. Fair will give a brief address
about the state of the church, after which the congregation will hear about the budget,
approve the terms of call for the installed pastors, and learn about some key areas of
ministry at First Pres. At 11:30 a.m., everyone moves downstairs to share a delicious lunch
together of roast chicken and rice pilaf whipped up by Chef Christine. The cost is $7 per
person. The 11:00 a.m. service is cancelled on January 31. Make your reservation in the
Church Office or at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/annual-meeting-allchurch-luncheon-january-31/ Pay ahead of time and bypass the line at the cash box! You
can also volunteer to help on the reservation form. We look forward to seeing you there!

Worship & Music
Ordination and Installation of Officers - January 10
It is a joyful day when we ordain and install officers to serve Christ
through serving this congregation.
At 9:30, we will ordain and install our new deacons - George
Hendrickson, Brad Taylor, Jane Myers, Nicole Jolliet, Marolin Bellefleur,
Jill Binkley, Paula Doering, Barb Ladewski, Gail Einhaus, Ron Gulbranson,
Ross Anderson, Doris Granum, Al Barber, Margie Perrett, and Ann Nicklas. At 11:00, we will ordain and install our new elders - Carol Smith, Chris
Dahl, Prue Heikkinen, Olivier Jolliet, Marita Servais, Tom Brandt, Kate
Silbert, and Bill Wood.
Come and worship with us that day and stay for cake and a celebration
following during Coffee Hour. Meet and greet our new Church Officers!

Special Thanks to our Outgoing Officers in the Class of 2015
Many thanks to those who answered God’s call and gave their time, talents, and leadership to First Presbyterian Church over
the last three years. Elders - Ruth Barnard, Rick Boothman, David Butz, Kathy Hillig, Carter Hodgson, Bill McPherson, and
Dick Rigterink. Deacons - Dean Gilchrist, Eleonora Charlson, Jim Peggs, Jackson Turner, Lori Pickard, Pam Rinker, Kari Michalowski, Marty Reineman, Collyer Smith, Peggy Fisher, Kristi Lin, Sheila Deskins, Martha Froseth, Donna Nussdorfer, Lynne
Lande, and Peggy Hodgson.

Children’s Choir Resumes
Children’s Choir, grades K-5, resumes January 13 as part of our Wednesday@First
program. Highlights for the winter/spring term include the 5:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday
service on February 10 and Palm Sunday, March 20. Tom Granum can also provide
alternate rehearsal days/times for those unavailable on Wednesdays.

Youth Worship and Music Conference at Montreat
All youth, grades 6 through 12, are invited to attend the Presbyterian Worship & Music Conference, Montreat, N.C. June 25
- July 2. We will drive to Montreat on Saturday, June 25, and return to Ann Arbor late in the day on Saturday, July 2. Tom Granum will be sending out more information, including the cost of attending. Read more from the conference brochure: http://
presbymusic.org/pdf/2016-Montreat-WM-Brochure.pdf

Honor a Loved One with a Choir Robe

Ash Wednesday Dinner and Worship

Choir robes are being ordered but there is still time to donate
one ($160) in honor or in memory of someone. If you are
interested, contact Tom Granum at 662-4466, ext. 347 or
tgranum@firstpresbyterian.org

February 10 at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m.
Come for Ash Wednesday
worship at 5:00 p.m. for
the intergenerational
service or at 7:30 p.m.
for the ecumenical Taizé
worship service. Plan on
coming for dinner from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. after or
before worship.

Hearts, Hands, and Voices Music Camp
Hearts, Hands, and Voices is a wonderful music day camp led
by Michael Burkhardt at Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Livonia, for children who will be entering second through
seventh grade next year. Incorporating singing, handbells, and
percussion instruments, this day camp explores varieties of
musical expression. It will be held Monday-Thursday, August
8-11, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., with a closing program on Thursday,
August 11, at 7:00 p.m. contact Tom Granum at
662-4466, ext. 347 or tgranum@firstpresbyterian.org
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Faith In Action
Save Lives! Give Blood on January 14

Heavenly Calling, Earthly Work
Mission Reimagined

The Red Cross has reached out with a special request for First
Pres to host a January Blood Drive. The terrible flooding that
occurred in North Carolina meant the local Red Cross centers
there were unable to collect blood themselves. As a result, the
Red Cross has a greater need to collect blood and rebuild local
supply. Please give if you can. The Deacon Blood Drive will be
Thursday, January 14 from 2:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Curtis Room.
Sign up online at redcrossblood.org, or at Coffee Hour.
Questions? Contact Gale Redding at 276-8426 or
galeredding@gmail.com.

First Pres Welcomes the Homeless
First Pres opens its
doors January 4 - 18 to
provide sleeping space
for up to 25 men directed
here by the Shelter
Association. There are
still ways for you to help.
It takes over 100 First Pres volunteers of all ages to offer
hospitality, make new friends within the First Pres and street
community, and put words into action. First Pres offers hospitality
as much as it offers shelter. We are looking for evening (7:00 10:00 p.m.) and overnight hosts each night, and morning (around
7:00 a.m.) drivers on the weekends.
There are three overnight hosts each night, so you will rotate
sleep shifts and get some rest. You can donate food and snacks,
hot food, gloves, hats, socks, and gently-used coats. If you can
listen, learn, and make new friends, please sign up to volunteer!
We also welcome First Pres groups whose members would like to
serve together or host a specific night. Veteran volunteers will be
present to help orient others. Please consider the needs and join
this dedicated group who give of their time and also receive so
much from our guests. Find the sign-up board near the Welcome
Center, or sign up online at: https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/rotating-shelter-volunteer-signup-2016/ Questions?
Contact Carol Smith at psmith6641@aol.com, or John Yodhes at
677-4036.
Thank you to the Rotating Shelter Coordinating Team, led by
Jeannette Middleton and John Yodhes, and including Judy Landau, Katie Beth Halloran, Charlie Koopmann, Don Deatrick, Paul
Smith, Jim Douglass, Carol Smith, and Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers.

“Heavenly Calling, Earthly Work: Mission Reimagined,” is
a weekend conference
held by the Mission
Committee at First Pres,
January 22 – 24, with
the goal of developing
a shared vision our
church’s mission in the
community and the
world. All members and
friends are invited to two days of learning, conversation,
and imagination. Register to attend online at
https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/missionreimagined/ or in the Church Office. The conference is
designed to engage the imagination, transform the
practices, and energize the members of First Pres to create
a vision, and then bring that vision to reality. Rev. Dr.
Clifton Kirkpatrick, Professor of World Christianity and
Ecumenical Studies and the William A. Benfield Jr.
Professor of Evangelism and Global Missions at Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary will be our facilitator
and preacher for the Mission Reimagined Conference.
Friday, January 22 - In the morning, explore the contributions of our global and local mission teams. After lunch,
make site visits to three active, local missions to appreciate
the gifts of our varied mission teams.
Saturday, January 23 - Gather for a keynote presentation
by Cliff Kirkpatrick, and then meet for shared dialogue
and planning.
Sunday, January 24 - Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick is the
guest preacher at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. His sermon is titled
“A Transformed Church for the Transformation of the
World.”
Questions? Want to attend or lend a helping hand? Contact
Rev. Jay Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org,
662-4466, ext. 340.

Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass
We’re repeating our highly successful Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass Community Social Services in
February. Help us collect 50 containers of laundry detergent and 250 rolls of paper towels. These items
are always in demand at Cass. Please drop off your donations during the month of February in the
baskets provided in the Welcome Center. Questions? Email Sue Jeffers at sjeffers1@me.com.

3

Faces of Faith
The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw County presents its fifth annual “Faces of Faith” program as part of Religious Freedom
Day observances on Sunday, January 17 at Zion Lutheran Church (1501 W. Liberty). This year’s focus will be on the stories of
clergy and other designated religious leaders from the following traditions: Baha’i, Catholic Christianity, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Hinduism, Interfaith, Islam, Judaism, Protestant Christianity, Sikhism, Unitarian Universalism, Unity, and Zen
Buddhism. Participants will have the opportunity to listen in small groups to three presenters. It’s like going to the library and
reading a book! For more information, visit www.irtwc.org or contact George Lambrides at gbrides@umich.edu.

Rehoboth Interfaith Garden
One is nearer God’s heart in a garden than anywhere else on earth. - Dorothy Frances Gurney, hymn writer
Members of First Pres got to experience a bit of that nearness this past summer in a
community garden on a small piece of our Hill Street property. Rehoboth Interfaith Garden
brought First Presbyterian Church and our neighbors at Michigan Hillel together in a cooperative effort to grow fresh produce for donation to Food Gatherers. Our shared values, which acknowledge God’s concern for the disadvantaged, inspired us to plant, tend, and harvest twenty
kinds of vegetables and ten kinds of herbs. During the four months of the growing season
more-than-weekly donations to Food Gatherers totaled an amazingly bountiful 365 pounds!
None of this would have been possible without the generous participation of many: a corps
of dedicated volunteers, the Property Committee of Session, the Israel/Palestine Mission Team, the CASS/Detroit Mission, and
the University of Michigan Campus Farm. Many, many thanks to all who had a hand in this rewarding work.
Kathy Wirstrom, Rehoboth Interfaith Garden coordinator

Fair Trade Coffee: “Just Coffee”

In response to God’s call “to do justice,” First Pres serves only Fair Trade Coffee at church gatherings. To offset the cost of doing
this, we sell bags of the coffee ($12) in the Church Office. By serving Equal Exchange Fair Trade Coffee, First Pres is supporting a fair wage and sustainable livelihood for coffee farmers around the world. Fair Trade also promotes safe and sustainable
farming methods and working conditions. Fair Trade coffee will be sold in the Church Office during the week and on the First
Sunday of the month at Coffee Hour. We invite you to switch to purchasing your coffee at First Pres to support this important
mission. Purchasing coffee at First Pres also helps to offset the cost of serving Fair Trade coffee at church events, including
Coffee Hour. Regular, decaf, and organic coffees are available. Place your order online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/fair-trade-coffee/ and pick it up in the Church Office. We even have gift certificates!
Regular Coffee - $12
Available in whole bean or drip grind
• Love Buzz
• Breakfast Blend
• Mind, Body, and Soul

Drip Grind Decaf Coffee - $12
• Cozy Cup Decaf Coffee
• Hazelnut Crème Decaf Coffee
Whole Bean Decaf Coffee - $12

The News from Niger
November was a month characterized by sickness and opportunities to visit. Everyone in the
family got to participate in sickness (malaria) this time to various degrees, but we also had lots of
chances to bond and share learning with our friends here in Niger.
Michael had the opportunity to teach about Community Health Evangelism (CHE) at the
church’s regional meeting and many of the main leaders were excited to spread the word and learn
more about CHE. The Niger Rickshaw project continues to need funding but is closer to realization as congregations commit to fund these taxis. This is a win-win program providing jobs for
youth. Donations are accepted via the Outreach Foundation’s website by selecting “Other” option
and typing “Niger Rickshaw Project”.
First Pres supports Michael and Rachel Ludwig, Presbyterian Mission Co-workers in Niger. Please
continue to pray for the Ludwigs as they move forward with the adoption of a Niger child, guidance
for Michael with his work identifying leaders for CHE and literacy, and safe travel for Rachel as she visits family .
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Congregational Life
Join Us for Wednesday@First
January 13 – March 16
Children’s Choir (grades K-5) will meet 5:15 - 6:00 p.m. New! Story Song, preschool story time, will be held from 5:20 - 5:50 p.m. in Room 401 featuring songs and
stories for preschoolers accompanied by their parents or other adults. Sean Hoskins
will be assisting with music. At 6:00 p.m. we’ll all gather in the Social Hall for dinner and
fellowship. Children five and under eat free! The cost for dinner includes dinner on Ash Wednesday. Register online at https://
firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/wednesdayfirst/
There are three sign-up options:
1. If you preregister and pay for the semester by Monday, January 11 the cost is $65 per person.
2. Want to pay as you go? The cost is $7 per meal if you complete the form below and return it with payment (or register
and pay online) by Monday each week.
3. If you do not register by noon on the Monday before the Wednesday meal, the cost is $9 per person.
At 7:00 p.m., there will be a 30-minute worship service in Monteith Hall examining lesser known men and women of the Bible.

Date:

January 13
January 20
January 27
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24
March 2
March 9
March 16

Preacher:

Rev. Rogers
Rev. Dr. Monnett
Rev. Dr. Fair
Rev. Sanderford
Ash Wednesday
Rev. Dr. Fair
Rev. Ryo
Rev. Béghin
Rev. Rogers
Daniel Ervin

Wednesday@First Dinner Helpers Needed!
Come be a part of our wonderful mid-week program by volunteering to assist Chef Christine with preparing Wednesday@
First dinners. Wednesday@First dates are January 13 - March 16. Shifts are from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., plus clean-up help. Please
contact Becky Gaffney to sign up at bandbgaffney@gmail.com.

Welcome New Members!

Karen Al-Saadi

Ken Brock

Marjo, Matt
Lucy, Grace & Charlie
Grabowski

Deborah &
Jim Campbell

Jim Judson

Margie
Dahlstrom

Sarah Dudgeon

Susie Reynolds
Luke &
Katherine Panning
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Rachel Dudley

Armando &
Nancy Tena

The following new members were
welcomed as members of First Pres on
Sunday, December 13 at a joyful
breakfast, where they were joined by
Elders, Deacons, and their sponsors.
The class included: Jeanette and Ken
Brock, Deborah and Jim Campbell,
Margie Dahlstrom, Sarah Dudgeon,
Marjo and Matt Grabowski, Jim Judson,
Luke and Katherine Panning, Karen
Al-Saadi, Susie Reynolds, and Armando
and Nancy Tena. Rachel Dudley, part of
the previous new member class, was also
received on December 13.

Immature Ministries (40s/50s) – The Chili Cook-Off is BACK!
Are you a single or couple in your 40s or 50s? This group is for you! Join us January 9 for a Chili Cook-Off at the home of Tom
and Cindy Crawford from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. More information coming soon! Sign up for these events, or get more information
by contacting Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org

Scott Ellsworth Speaks at First Pres on “The Secret Game”
We welcome best-selling author Scott Ellsworth to speak at First Pres on Thursday, January 14, at Noon, in
the First Pres Social Hall. Please join us! The cost is $5 for a hot lunch before Scott speaks about his book,
The Secret Game: Basketball, Race, and Reconciliation. All are welcome! Sign up in the Church Office. We
encourage you to read Scott’s book prior to his talk, and he will sign books at this event.
Purchase them from Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers for $24 (hardcover.) Makes a great gift for the reader in your
life! There are 20 copies available. This presentation is sponsored by Mature Ministries and Hilltoppers.

Spiritual Pilgrimage to Iona in 2016
A pilgrimage is an intentional spiritual journey. To travel to a place with sacred meaning is more than a
vacation, it is an act of devotion with the goal of deepening one’s faith and creating relationships with
other pilgrims. First Pres is planning a pilgrimage to the Isle of Iona, Scotland, May 12-22, 2016. Iona is
both a tiny island and an ecumenical Christian community located off the west coast of Scotland. Pilgrims have been gathering there for centuries to explore Christian community, prayer, and worship. The
trip will be approximately 12 days, and involves traveling with a group from First Pres and living together
for a week of worship, work, and shared life. An Iona pilgrimage is a self-funded spiritual journey. Questions? Contact Daniel Ervin, Resident Minister, at dervin@firstpresbyterian.org

Learn about “Spiritual Pilgrimage”
The Stephen Ministers will hear about “Pilgrimage” on Monday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m. in Monteith Hall, and you are invited to
come and join them! Ginny Bell, Marolin Bellefleur, Marita Servais, and Kathy Wirstrom will share their pilgrimage experiences
and how it deepened their faith lives and their work as Stephen Ministers. All are welcome. First Pres will have three pilgrimages in
2016 - one to Iona, Scotland (spots open), one to the Camino de Santiago in Spain, and one to the Camino in Portugal. Questions?
Contact Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org, or Rev. Sanderford at jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org

Thank You Fall Clean Up Volunteers!
Over 30 people braved the weather to help out on November 21, Fall Cleanup Day! Adrian Prundeanu did a terrific job organizing the event, Paul Smith
generously brought his tractor, and we accomplished a serious amount of
spiffying up of First Presbyterian’s grounds. The heavy snow began just as
the leaf blowing was getting really boring! It was wonderful to have the Boy
Scouts’ able help, and some First Pres families came to put their muscles
to work as well. Thanks to all of you! Did you miss it? We’ll do it again in
2016! Interested in helping? Contact Adrian Prundeanu (662-4466, ext. 343,
or aprundeanu@firstpresbyterian.org) to be added to the list of helpers for
future, fun endeavors!

Transitions
We Celebrate the Marriage of
Corey Longley and John Palmer, November 21

We Say Goodbye to
The Vlasak family - Lindsay, John, Teddy, Charlie, and
Jack, who are moving to Connecticut

We Grieve the Death of
Virginia Townsend, November 22
Dee Valvanis, December 15
Rachel Arrak, December 21
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Children & Families
Save the Date for CAMP WESTMINSTER
July 31- August 6, 2016
Attention parents and kids – First Pres is going to Camp Westminster
again this summer! Children currently in second through eighth grade are
eligible to go. Camp Westminster, a Presbyterian camp on Higgins Lake,
offers a traditional camp experience with swimming, boating, archery, soccer, arts and crafts, singing, campfires, and more. Older campers who have completed grade six through grade eight will also have a canoe trip on the AuSable River. Check out the
camp photos from previous years on the bulletin board on the 400 Level at church.
Register by going to www.firstpresbyterian.org and filling out the pre-registration form. Questions? Contact Debbie
MacVey, dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org or Rev. Jim Monnett, jmonnett@firstpresbyterian.org

Register Your Child at Triangle Preschool
Triangle Cooperative Preschool (located in Rooms 200 and 201 of our church building) is now accepting applications for 3 and
4-year-olds for the 2016 - 2017 school year. First Pres members receive priority enrollment status for applications submitted
prior to February 1, 2016. There will be an Open House on Saturday, February 6, 10:00 a.m. - noon, for prospective families
to tour the school, meet the teachers and Triangle families, and have questions answered. Light refreshments and children’s
activities will be offered. For an application or more information, call 221-0905 or visit www.trianglecoop.org.

Youth Connection
High School Mission trip to Southern Indiana: June 19-27
This year's summer mission trip for high schoolers and their friends is to Mt. Vernon, Indiana, population 6,100, at the very bottom of the state where the Wabash and Ohio rivers merge together. We
will be hosted by First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Vernon (a church with less than 100 members) and
build a home from scratch, demolish a house, and do home repairs. During our last two days we’ll
visit the Garden of the Gods in Illinois (http://www.shawneeforest.com/GardenoftheGods) and ride
roller coasters and water slides at King's Island. Trip cost is $600 or $400 + $200 fundraising. Sign up
by January 24 to lock in the price. After January 24 the full $600 will be due. Make checks payable to
First Presbyterian Church. Friends are welcome! Scholarships are available.
Youth Calendar of Events
Sunday, January 10 - Munch & Mingle, Sunday School, youth choir, youth dinner, and youth groups Mids (6th-8th) and
		
Keystones (high school) starts up again.
Sunday, January 24 – Youth Sunday Rehearsal 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 31 – Youth Sunday, 9:30 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary before the Annual Meeting, the State of the
		
Church, and the All Church dinner.

College Connection
There IS such a thing as a free lunch!
All college students are invited to a free lunch after the 11:00 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, January 10. Meet in the Welcome Center and look for Andy
Spaulding, Peer Minister. The First Pres College Dinner is taking a break this
semester.
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Adult Education
Sunday Morning Offerings at 9:30 a.m.
THE BIBLE AT 9:30 A.M. 		
January 10 – 31 		
French Room/Library
Bible Exploration and Conversation
During January The Bible at 9:30 continues a study of the Gospel of John, to many the most
beautiful and perplexing of the Gospels. Presenter Rev. Ed Koster opens the Fourth Gospel in
new and fresh understanding. All are welcome!
There will be no class on Sunday, January 3.
FIRST COUPLES 		
January 3 - 24 			
Spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for couples and individuals

Monteith Hall

January 3 – Exploring the Gnostic Gospels, Part 1 - God in Gnostic Myth
Using DVD’s and other materials, the class will explore the character and importance of the Gnostic Gospels, and their
relevance for faith today. Presenters are class members.
January 10 – Exploring the Gnostic Gospels, Part 2 - Gnosticism on Creation, Sin, and Salvation
The class will conclude its look at the Gnostic Gospels and their relevance for faith today. Presenters are class members.
January 17 - Forgiveness: Finding Peace Though Letting Go Part 1
There is nothing more crippling than holding on to anger. Author Adam Hamilton observes that forgiveness is the key to unlocking a whole new life and it comes when we
realize that forgiveness is a gift we give first to ourselves rather than to someone else.
He also contends that only when we learn to forgive others and ourselves can we truly
receive forgiveness from God. Presenters are class members.
January 24 - Forgiveness: Finding Peace Though Letting Go Part 2
Part two of the study of Forgiveness: Finding Peace Though Letting Go by Adam
Hamilton. Presenters are class members.
There will be no class on January 31 so that all may attend the Annual Meeting.

Sunday Morning Offerings at 11:00 a.m.
EXPLORING THE FAITH			
January 10 – 24
			
Monteith Hall
The Exploring the Faith class is always interesting and full of warm welcome to all adults.
God’s Good Creation: Environment, Faith, and Earth Care Series (January 10 – February 21)
January 10 – God’s Call for Good Stewardship, and Environmental Diagnosis.
The earth is wonderful but now has a fever! We are called to be good stewards but our consumption and resulting
pollution generates more than 100,000 deaths per year, all so we can enjoy cheap products. We are co-responsible
for gray skies in Beijing! Learn how to deal with these paradoxes in the context of Christian commitments.
Olivier Jolliet, Presenter. Olivier is a Professor of Environmental Health Sciences at UM, and an Elder at First Pres.
January 17 - Our Environmental Responsibility – What Can I Do?
Looking at our consumption patterns, we will review the main actions we can take as people of faith to encourage
sustainable behaviors. Presented by Olivier Jolliet.
January 24 - Creating a Practical Theology of Dirt
Explore our deep connections to the land, the earth, and our physical environment.
Presented by Paul Smith, retired physician, and organic farmer.
There will be no class on January 31 so that all may attend the Annual Meeting.
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COMMON GROUND 		
January 10 - February 7
		
Lewis Room
Common Ground is class where new and longtime members alike find a place to grow in faith and develop friendships. It is
conversational in style and is led by First Pres members, pastors, and knowledgeable presenters.
January 10 - February 7
A class for fourth graders and their parents is a special milestone event.

Annual Giving
2016 Stewardship Annual Giving Update
Your response to God’s goodness has been great! We have
received 546 gifts from members and friends and have reached
$1,616,398 – 98% of our overall annual giving goal of $1,650,000 for 2016. As the New Year begins we are grateful and truly
blessed by your generosity of your time, talent, and financial resources that support and grow our church ministries. Thank you
for Stepping In and Stepping Up for 2016.
If you have not made a financial gift to First Pres before, or have not done so yet for 2016, please Step In and help. Every
commitment, no matter the size, counts. Your support is crucial if we are to meet our 2016 giving goal and will truly help to
sustain God’s mission at First Presbyterian Church here in Ann Arbor and beyond. You may go online to make your gifts to our
church at http://firstpresbyterian.org/contribute/donate

Opportunity to Serve Response for 2016
Thank you to all who completed the 2016 Opportunity to Serve Form this past fall. We are
excited to report that we received 309 completed forms. Cindy King, Administrative Assistant, has
entered your information into a spreadsheet and is distributing names to the chairs of
various committees and workgroups. We want to ensure that everyone who expressed an interest
in a general ministry area or a specific service activity is contacted and warmly invited into life and
ministry of First Pres.
If you filled out a form you will be contacted by a lay leader or church staff member during
the month of January. Expect either an email or a phone call inviting you to participate in the activity or area of service you indicated you would like to become a part of in 2016. If you indicated
interest in learning more about a specific ministry area you
will also be contacted to discuss ways you might be able to
participate in our church life in 2016.
If you forgot to turn in your Opportunity to Serve form,
now is a great time to do so! We will gratefully accept your
form. You may drop it off at the office or you may complete
it online at http://firstpresbyterian.org/contribute/donate/
opportunities-serve-form
Sometimes things may fall through the cracks! So if
you haven’t been contacted by the end of this month please
let Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers know your continued interest
either by email at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org or by phone
662-4466. We want to insure that your gifts to God are put
to good use in the coming months and throughout 2016!
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Opportunities for Women
January Presbyterian Women Gathering

Wednesday, January 20 - All Are Welcome!
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m. in the Lewis Room, Come to the Waters, Lesson Six.
Program - 10:45 a.m. in Monteith Hall, “Locked in a Box”. We will watch this documentary, a collaboration of Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance and the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, about efforts to help Central American refugees who
have suffered the harsh effects of detention policies of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Martha Krehbiel will lead
a discussion following the film.
PW Reading Group Schedule:
Wednesday, January 27, 1:00 p.m.
Martha Krehbiel will host a discussion of Chapter 5 of
The Road to Character by David Brooks
Wednesday, February 24, 1:00 p.m.
Joann Freethy hosts a discussion of Chapter 6 of The
Road to Character by David Brooks

Business of the Church
Year End Finance Information
The IRS requires that we close our books for 2015 on December 31. Make sure you
allow sufficient time for your donation to reach the office for your contribution to be
applied to your 2015 statement. If the Finance Office door is locked, use the mail slot.
When paying your financial commitment with a credit/debit card, the commitment
is for one calendar year, and must be renewed each year. A new authorization form is
available on the First Pres website or in the Finance Office. 2016 envelopes will be
available for pickup in the Finance Office beginning December 29.

Call for Church Leadership for First Presbyterian
The 2016 Nominating Committee of First Presbyterian Church has begun discerning who God is calling to serve as elders,
deacons, and the 2017 Congregational Nominating Committee. We seek the insight of members of the congregation to identify
potential church leaders. According to the Book of Order, individuals who undertake particular ministries including ruling elder
and deacon, should be persons of strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their manner of
life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the world. All nominees for church office and Nominating Committees at First Presbyterian must be active and contributing members for at least one year prior to election, which
occurs in October, with all terms beginning in January. Terms of office are three years for elders and deacons, and one year for the
Congregational Nominating Committee. Consecutive terms are generally not permitted, but officers are eligible for re-election
one year after completion of a term. Officer training is provided between October and December. A summary of the training and
job descriptions for elders and deacons is at www.firstpresbyterian.org along with a web-based version of this form.
Please submit your suggestions for nomination by March 30 online at http://firstpresbyterian.org/about/leadership/officer-nomination-form, or using a paper form found by the Nominating Committee box on the table outside the Church Office, or
contact a committee member. The members of the 2016 Nominating Committee are Helena Prince (Chair), Tom Brandt, Sean
Hoskins, Doug Gottliebsen, Tom McKarns, Susan Morville, Brian Schneidewind, Peter Santinga, Cynthia VanRenterghem,
and Kathy Wirstrom.
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