
and depend on humankind to prepare his way? What kind of 
God would come with a whisper of peace instead of a trumpet 
fanfare? What kind of God would come promoting love and 
banishing fear?
         A small candle can give light to all its surroundings. Come 
quickly, Lord Jesus. We need your light to pierce the darkness 
we have allowed to descend and invade. Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus. This weary world can feel mighty dark. Help us see your 
light and know your peace, 
even while the world around us 
huddles in fear. 

Grace and peace,
   

   
Rev. Dr. Fairfax F. Fair
Pastor/Head of Staff

      Our Advent theme this year is “Darkness into Light.” 
When this was decided upon several months ago, none of 
us knew how dark and foreboding the world would be as we 
enter December. Violence is escalating around the world. 
Strikes at civilian populations are increasing. Bombers value 
neither their own lives nor the lives of others. A Friday 
night in Paris -- planned to be spent at a concert, a soccer 
game, or dining out – was ripped from the predictable and 
slammed into the shocking, with wails of sirens and sobs of 
stricken family members. In the days that followed borders 
were sealed, planes diverted, refugees barred, apartments 
stormed, and routines ruptured. People can be heard 
whispering about World War III.
           We who are Christians gather to worship a God who 
would dare come into this dark uncertainty not with  
cannons blasting but quietly; not armed from head to toe 
but as a baby. What kind of God would set aside all grandeur 
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Advent Worship
Advent begins November 29 (Thanksgiving Sunday), and extends over four 
weeks. Each of our Advent worship services will have special liturgy, lay 
participation, and seasonal music. 

Christmas Eve Worship: 
Christmas Pageant, 3:00 p.m.

Candlelight Services:
Lessons and Carols, 5:00 & New Time 7:00 p.m.
Communion Service, 11:00 p.m.
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Advent Happening – First Pres’ Morning of Christmas Crafts 
Come join in the creating and crafting in the Social Hall from 10:00 a.m. - noon on Saturday, December 5. The Advent 
Happening is an intergenerational event with craft projects for all – ages 3 to 103. Begin your holiday preparations by making 
gifts, crafting ornaments, decorating cookies, and building a gingerbread stable. All are welcome – children, family, friends, 
and neighbors!  For any who wish, childcare is provided for infants through age two if older siblings and parents are busy at the 
Advent Happening.  Make a reservation for childcare by contacting Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-
4466, ext. 342.

Advent & Christmas Events

Honor and Remember by Giving a Poinsettia 
Deadline Is December 4
Give a poinsettia to beautify our worship on December 13 in honor or memory of a loved one. Poinsettias are $15 and can be 
ordered through December 4 in the Church Office or at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/poinsettias-2015/. Please 
note the early deadline! After worship on December 13, Deacons will deliver over 150 poinsettias to those in our congregation 
who are in life-care residences, grieving, recovering, or dealing with special circumstances. 

Advent Email Devotionals: A Daily Reflection and Prayer
Advent devotionals, written by members and staff, will arrive in your inbox beginning November 29. Want to receive them? Sign 
up at http://firstpresbyterian.org/daily-devotionals-signup

A Christmas Present for Yourself: Join our Church Family!
Everyone already “belongs” at First Pres – but maybe you are ready to make it official. Come to our new 
member class, Sunday, December 6, from 11:00 a.m . – 2:00 p.m. and officially join at the new member 
breakfast on December 13. If you are a prospective new member and want to learn more, email or call 
Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org, or 355-2351. Lunch and child care are provided, and the 
class is both fun and informative. 

Get your Tickets for the All-Church “JAZZY” Christmas Dinner
Sunday, December 6, 5:30 p.m. 
Join your church family for a gourmet meal, a great program, fellowship, and fun. A jazz quartet of 
Community High School students will be our special guests. Cost is $8 per person and seats must be 
reserved. The doors to the Social Hall will open at 5:00 p.m. We are limited to 240 people, so save your 
place now at: https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/allchurch-christmas-dinner-2015/

First Pres
Christmas Dinner
Sunday, December 6  

in the Social Hall
  

 Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.

$8 
Per Person
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Give Fair Trade Coffee – The Gift that Gives Twice
Are you searching for that perfect Christmas present for a friend or loved one?  Are you in need of a 
thoughtful host or hostess gift? Give Fair Trade coffee – the gift that gives twice! Your purchase of Fair 
Trade coffee at First Pres supports a just wage for coffee farmers and underwrites First Pres’ cost of serving 
Fair Trade Coffee at Coffee Hour and other church gatherings.  Purchase coffee during Coffee Hour on 
December 6 and 13 or stop by the Church Office during normal business hours, Monday - Friday, 9:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. You can also order online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/fair-trade-coffee/

Advent Bible Study to be held at Glacier Hills
An Advent Bible Study will be held on Tuesday mornings December 1, 8, 15, and 22 at 10:30 a.m in the Ecumenical Chapel at 
Glacier Hills. It is open to all our members. The study, hosted by Rev. Emily Béghin, will be based on the lectionary. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to examine scripture and enjoy fellowship with one another. Come join us at 1200 Earhart Road, 
Ann Arbor!

2015 Family-to-Family Christmas - The Unexpected Gift of Hope 
Did you know that 

• In Washtenaw County, 18% of residents live in poverty which means a family of four lives on less than $25,000 a year.
• In Ann Arbor, 21% of residents live in poverty.
• In Washtenaw County, almost 40% of single moms live in poverty.

 First Pres members and friends can help local families have a better Christmas through the Family-to-Family Christmas 
program. Through our gifts, we offer what one recipient last year called “the unexpected gift of hope.”

 First Pres will facilitate the matching of Department of Human Services clients with members 
and friends of our congregation who wish to provide them with food and gifts this Christmas. You 
can participate as an individual, a family, or consider having your group, class, or committee “adopt” 
a family in need. Families range from disabled or elderly individuals to families of six or more. You 
may select a family and purchase gifts and/or food according to their needs, and then deliver the gifts 
personally or have an FTF volunteer deliver them for you. Alternatively, donations may be made to a 
fund that helps purchase gift cards for families not directly adopted.
 Sign-up tables to adopt families will be available between and after morning services on No-
vember 29, December 6, and December 13 in the Social Hall.  Donations may be made at the sign-up 
table or by using the special pew envelopes beginning November 29. You can also adopt a family by 
clicking on the Family-to-Family link at www.firstpresbyterian.org, or by contacting Julie Morrison at 
jdornmorrison@gmail.com or 668-0420. Volunteers are needed to help deliver gifts on the afternoon 
of December 20. Thank you for sharing your Christmas blessings with those in our community!

Boy Scout Troop 7 Wreath Sale
Boy Scout Troop 7, chartered by First Pres in 1927, will host their annual Christmas wreath sale during Coffee Hour on 
Sundays, November 29 and December 6. There are two sizes of  wreaths handmade from fresh greens for sale. A 22” wreath is 
$30.00 and a larger 28” wreath for $40.00. Deck the halls and support Boy Scout Troop 7!

Christmas Joy Offering
Supporting past, present, and future leaders
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. 
This special offering provides financial assistance to current and former church workers and 
their families in times of urgent financial need. It also enables deserving students to attend 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges, promoting a commitment to higher 
learning and leadership development for all students regardless of race or economic standing. 
Look for special envelopes on December 20, or send a donation to the Church Office with 
Christmas Joy Offering in the memo line.

Promises made.  
 Promises kePt.

 presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoyText JOY to 20222 to give $10 Through your congregation THREE WAYS TO GIVE

For God who has promised is faithful.  —Hebrews 10:23

Promises made.  
 Promises kePt.
Promises made.  
 Promises kePt.
Promises made.  
 Promises kePt.

In this Advent season, we remember the  
promise made and kept by God in Jesus. 
Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we respond by making 
and keeping our own promises: to church workers through 
assistance in their time of need and to racial ethnic 
education and leadership development.

Please give generously.
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Children’s Festival Choir (Advent/Christmas): 
Children, K-5, are invited to rehearse 10:30-10:50 a.m. Sunday mornings, November 22 and December 6, 13 and 20, to sing for the 
Lighting of the Advent Candle for 9:30 a.m. services during Advent and for the Christmas Pageant on December 24 at 3:00 p.m.

Advent Worship: December 14 at Glacier Hills 
First Pres’ pastoral and program staff and deacons welcome you to join 
them at Glacier Hills on Monday, December 14, to lead our annual Advent 
Communion service. We begin gathering in the Hanson Room at 10:00 a.m. 
All are welcome! If you plan to attend and are willing to help in some way, 
contact Karen Gardstrom, boothstrom@aol.com, or John Yodhes, 677-4036. 

Christmas isn’t “Merry” for Everyone
As we approach the Winter Solstice, the Longest Night worship service is for any feeling 
loss, having a difficult time, or dealing with life’s dark moments.  Two services will be held 
on December 20, at 5:00 and at 7:00 p.m. in Monteith Hall to recognize the encroaching 
darkness – both literal and figurative – that comes at this time of year. For people grieving, 
experiencing uncertain times, facing loss of any kind, or melancholy during the holidays, 
this service speaks to the sadness we feel.  Invite neighbors, friends, and loved ones. 
Worship includes candles of remembrance, the music of harp and flute, Rev. Rogers 
preaching, and moving hymns. Please join us. 

Worship & Music

 Special Christmas Eve Offering
For many people, mental health issues interfere with their ability to stay in school or work, 
or take care of themselves and their families. Affordable mental health care services are in 
short supply everywhere, even in Washtenaw County. Recent funding cuts to Community 
Mental Health has made this problem worse for many people, making them even more 
vulnerable.  This year First Pres will offer a real and hopeful alternative.  First Pres will 
direct our Christmas Eve offering toward improving access to mental health services for 
vulnerable women and men through the Hope Medical Clinic in Ypsilanti.  Our gifts will 
enable patients to see trained therapists, counselors and social workers for the care they 
need to navigate the routines of daily life.

BIG NEWS - Christmas Eve Service Time Change
Christmas Pageant Worship Service – 3:00 p.m.

The children of the congregation, ages three and older, are invited to participate in this worship service that 
tells the story of Jesus’ birth. Our new children’s Festival Choir will sing in the pageant and there are non-
speaking parts for a multitude of children and parents.   

Candlelight Lessons and Carols Worship Services – 5:00 & NEW TIME 7:00 p.m.
The Chancel Choir, harp, brass, organ and woodwinds will present a 30-minute prelude of Christmas music 
before the 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. services on Christmas Eve. Come early to listen to choral and instrumental music 
for the season. If you traditionally attend the 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service, be sure to note this time change! 

Candlelight Communion Worship Service - 11:00 p.m.
Our Candlelight Worship Service includes special music, a sermon, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERTS HOSTED BY FIRST PRES:
An Organist’s Christmas
Ann Arbor’s most festive pipe organ event of the season!
Enjoy an evening filled with virtuosic showpieces and glorious carol singing at “An Organist’s Christmas,” 
a free concert held in our Sanctuary on Friday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m. The program will feature 
organists Joseph Balistreri, Glenn Tucker and Mary Zelinski, the Ann Arbor Boychoir and audience 
singing. This event is co-hosted with the Ann Arbor Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  

A Boychoir Christmas 
On Saturday evening, December 12, at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., the 
Boychoir of Ann Arbor will offer two performances of  “A Boychoir 
Christmas” in our Sanctuary.  Enjoy music for voices, harp and organ. 
Hear traditional Christmas music, Renaissance carols, and more!   For 
more information visit www.aaboychoir.org or call 663-5377. Tickets are 
$15/adults, $10/students and seniors, $5/children and may be purchased 
at the door.  

New Choir Robes
We are within several thousand dollars of having enough funds for new choir robes for our Children’s, Youth and Chancel 
Choirs. If you wish to give a robe ($160) in honor or memory of someone, please make the check payable to the church and 
include Choir Robes in the memo line. For additional information, please contact Tom Granum. 

Opportunities for Women
PW Christmas Brunch & Musical Program
Presbyterian Women cordially invites all women of the church to enjoy a Christmas 
Celebration on Wednesday, December 16. The celebration begins at 9:30 a.m. with Bible 
study in Monteith Hall followed by a festive Christmas brunch in the Social Hall at 10:45 
a.m., and a holiday music program. The cost is $7.00.  Please make your reservations at the 
Church Office (662-4466) no later than noon, on Monday, December 14.

PW Reading Group:
The Women’s Reading Group will meet Wednesday, December 9 at a location to be 
announced. Pat Price will lead a discussion of chapter four of The Road to Character by 
David Brooks. 

“Joy to the World”
A Festival of Carols and Hymns for Christmas
Come celebrate the Newborn King with “Joy to the World” – A Festival of Carols 
and Hymns for Christmas on Sunday morning, December 27, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Tom Granum will lead the hymn and carol festival from the console 
of our wonderful Schoenstein pipe organ – accompanying the congregation in 
Christmas hymns and carols and presenting solo organ repertoire for Christmas 
by composers Michael Burkhardt, J. S. Bach, Johannes Brahms, and Louis-Claude 
Daquin. We will worship with the one service at 10:00 a.m. The Reverend Emily 
Béghin will give the homily based on I Peter 2:9-10. Invite family, friends and house 
guests to join you for this informal service. Feel free to dress as casually as you wish.

Joy 
to theWorld
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T2A2 Events (Twenties and Thirties) 
 Caroling - T2A2 will spread holiday cheer to the residents of  Whitehall 
Nursing Home by singing Christmas carols on Tuesday, December 8 at 6:00 p.m.  
Carolers are should wear green and/or red. Santa hats are highly encouraged! Chris 
Wahl will provide the music – contact him if you have carol suggestions or would like 
to help.
 Jazzy Christmas Dinner – T2A2 will attend the All-Christmas dinner 
Sunday, December 6, at 5:00 p.m., in the Social Hall. Register at  https://
firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/allchurch-christmas-dinner/at or in the Church 
Office.  There are only a few spots left!

Immature Ministries (40s/50s) night out at The Ark 
Are you a single or couple in your 40s or 50s? This group is for you!  
December 3, 5:30 - Jolly Pumpkin and Celtic Tunes at The Ark. Join us for dinner at 6:00 and then 
a concert by NESSA, a band with several of our church members, at The Ark. Contact Rev. Rogers to 
sign up. This is the launch party and concert for their new album. Tickets are $15. Learn more about 
NESSA by visiting their website: http://www.nessamusic.com/

• January 9 - Chili-cook off at the home of Tom and Cindy Crawford from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
More information coming soon! 

Sign up for these events, or get more information by contacting Rev. Rogers at mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.

Congregational Life

Stephen Ministry – “What are we gonna’ do?”
 Recently I watched the movie Rocky again, and I was struck by a pivotal scene toward the end of the movie. It’s the night 
before the World Heavyweight Championship bout against Apollo Creed. Rocky Balboa can’t sleep. He visits the arena where the 
boxing match will take place, and then goes to his girlfriend, Adrian, and wakes her up. He tells her: How do you think Adrian 
responds? (A)”Don’t talk like that, Rocky. You have to think positive! You can beat him.” (B)”You didn’t have to wake me up to tell 
me you’re going to lose. I already knew that.” (C) “What are we gonna do?”
 If you’ve seen the movie, you may know that the answer is C—Adrian responds by asking, “What are we gonna do?” Through 
her response, Adrian offers a great example of how to be a caring presence. She doesn’t try to cheer him up or change the subject. 
She gives Rocky permission to feel what he’s feeling. She doesn’t try to offer a solution. Instead, she invites Rocky to think and talk 
more about it. When Rocky is feeling totally alone, her response assures him that he’s not: “What are we gonna do?”
 Empowered by Adrian’s care, Rocky adjusts his goal. He realizes that he can’t control what the final results of the fight will be, 
but he can focus on simply staying in the ring with Apollo one round at a time, with the goal of going the distance—lasting all 15 
rounds of the fight. Adrian’s response is a great example for us. When someone expresses pain, doubt, fear, or disappointment, 
our human tendency is to try to either fix or downplay whatever the person is experiencing. But those responses minimize the 
person’s feelings and shut down the conversation. When we instead focus on being a caring 
presence—as Adrian was—we affirm the other person’s feelings, let him or her know that 
we’re truly listening, and invite the person to dig deeper and share more.
 By the way, the movie Rocky was set in 1976, and the first Stephen Ministers were 
commissioned in 1975. It makes me wonder whether Adrian may have been in one of those 
first Stephen Minister classes! Her caring presence certainly helped Rocky go the distance. 

By Joel Bretscher, Director of Communications, Stephen Ministries International
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Be a Part of the Christmas Eve Pageant 
December 24 at 3:00 p.m.   
 All of the children of the congregation, ages three and older, are 
invited to participate. Our new children’s Festival Choir will sing in the 
pageant and there are non-speaking parts for a multitude of children 
and parents – starbearers, angels, shepherds, and magi.   On December 6, at 11:00 a.m. in the Lewis Room there is a pageant 
all-parent information meeting at which parents will get details about the rehearsal schedule and costumes will be discussed and 
handed out. The assignments, based on age, ordinarily are: starbearers (ages 3 - kindergarten); shepherds (grades 1 - 2); angels 
(grades 1 - 5); and magi (grades 3 - 5.)  This can vary a little, but after years of rehearsals we find this seems to work the best.  There 
are only two pageant rehearsals. The first is Saturday, December 19. This rehearsal is divided by pageant parts so that each group 
comes for only about ½ an hour. The second is the final dress rehearsal on Tuesday, December 22, 4:00 -5:15 p.m.   
 If you would like your child/children to participate pick up a Christmas Pageant sign-up form in a Sunday school classroom, 
and complete and return it by December 7 or sign up online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/christmas-eve-pageant-
registration/   Questions? Contact Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org.

Childcare on Christmas Eve
Need childcare? On Christmas Eve we provide childcare by reservation, for children at the 3:00, 5:00, 
and 7:00 p.m. (note new time!) services. If you would like childcare for a child in your family, make a 
reservation by emailing Debbie MacVey at dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org or by calling the Church 
Office at 662-4466.  

Can you help with childcare? Additional childcare providers are needed for these services. If you can 
offer this wonderful gift to the families of our church, please call Debbie MacVey at 662-4466 ext 342, 
or dmacvey@firstpresbyterian.org.    

Christmas Eve Children’s Gifts for the House by the Side of the Road
During the Christmas Pageant worship service at 3:00 p.m. on December 24,  children bring  an offering the gift of new socks 
or underwear. The socks and underwear can be purchased in any size and should be simply wrapped in plain tissue paper.  
During the pageant, the children bring their humble gifts forward to the manger.  After Christmas they are taken to the House 
by the Side of the Road and given to those in need.  

Children & Families

Hilltoppers welcomes Joseph Ho
Are you 60 and up?  Join us at noon on Thursday, December 10, in the Social Hall for a hot lunch ($5) and presentation by 
Joseph W. Ho, University of Michigan, Ph.D student in History. Joseph will help us learn about the work of Protestant and 
Catholic missionaries in China in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This is a great way to learn more, enjoy good food and 
fellowship, and grow in faith. Friends are welcome! Make your reservations in the Church Office. 

Youth Connection

Youth Celebrate Christmas
MIDS Christmas Party - MIDS, our middle school youth group, will have their 
Christmas party on Sunday, December 13, at 12:30 p.m., at the Crawford home. There will 
be a gift exchange. Please RSVP to RJ.  MIDS will meet again on Sunday, January 3.  

Keystone Christmas Party  - Keystones, our high school youth group, will have their Christmas party on Sunday, December 
20, at 5:30 p.m. at the Watling/Tichenor Home.  There will be a gift exchange. Please RSVP to RJ.  Keystones will meet again on 
Sunday, January 3.  
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Campus Connection

Cook Pancakes for College Students in Advent  
The Pancake Supper will be Tuesday, December 15, as UM students study hard and wrap up the semester. We expect to 
welcome and serve over 300 hungry students from 10:00 p.m. to midnight and we need your help! Volunteers are needed to 
help with outreach, setup, tear down, cooking, serving, and more. To sign up for a job, please go to https://firstpresbyterian.
wufoo.com/forms/pancake-supper/ or contact Andy Spaulding at aspaulding@firstpresbyterian.org or 662-4466, ext. 353. 
Don’t have time to help? Monetary donations are needed as well. To contribute, make your check out to First Presbyterian 
Church with Pancake Supper on the memo line.  

Sunday Morning Class Schedule
@ 9:30 a.m.
9:30 -10:45 a.m.      The Bible @ 9:30       French Room/Library 
Join us for Bible exploration, presentation, and conversation. 

The Bible @ 9:30 continues a new study of the Gospel of John, the fourth 
and to many the most beautiful and perplexing of the Gospels. The class is 
led by Rev. Ed Koster. All are welcome!  

There will be no class on Sunday, December 27.

9:30 a.m.    First Couples      December 6 - 20    Monteith Hall
Come for spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and support for couples and individuals.  

Adult Education

December 6 - The Journey:  Walking the Road to Bethlehem, Part 1 
Journey with Adam Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in a fasci-
nating look at the birth of Jesus Christ.  The DVD and discussion series uses histor-
ical information, archaeological data, and a personal look at the stories surrounding 
the birth of Jesus the Christ.  

December 13 - The Journey:  Walking the Road to Bethlehem, Part 2 
Using a DVD and discussion questions, the group will explore “Walking the Road 
to Bethlehem.”

December 20 - The Journey:  Walking the Road to Bethlehem, Part 3
Using a DVD and discussion questions, the group will explore “Walking the Road 
to Bethlehem.”

There will be no class on Sunday, December 27.
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Annual Giving
  God’s Mission Matters — This Christmas Season  

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

                                                                                       Isaiah 9:6

We are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  It is a joyful time of celebration, family, beautiful music, and gifts. God 
gave us the ultimate gift – his son. Through this season, the best gift we could give is one to our Lord and Savior.  This  
Christmas, consider a gift to this wonderful church. This is where we come to be fed spiritually, where we bring our children 
to be baptized and to learn about our God, and where we  reach out to our community and our world in so many ways. We 
continue to need your presence and your presents. If you have not yet made your pledge for 2016, please prayerfully consider 
if you can contribute ... Step in and Step up.  Questions?  Please contact Lynnette Conner, Financial Manager. Have a blessed 
Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year.  

Update on 2016 Stewardship Annual Giving – Joyful News!
 Your response to God’s goodness has been great! 
Commitments continue to come in faster (10% faster, 
for you who love statistics) than last year as of 
November 19 (504 pledges versus 471 at the same 
time last year). This is wonderful because timely 
commitments enable the session to plan our min-
istries for next year. This also means that we have 
reached 92% of our overall annual giving goal of 
$1,650,000 in pledges for 2016.  
 There is still much work to be done. As of 
November 20, we are only at a 72% participation rate 

of active church members. Our hope is to surpass the 81% who made a financial commitment for 2015.   Currently, we have 
received 351 completed 2016 Commitment to Serve forms from members.  Every commitment made to our church, no 
matter the size, is needed and welcomed.  A higher participation rate will create a greater sense of partnership among the con-
gregation and a more faithful witness in the community. 
 During this Advent Season we are grateful and truly blessed by your generosity of your time, talent, and financial resources 
to our church home.

Sunday Morning Classes Continued ...

@ 11:00 a.m. 
During the month of December the Exploring the Faith and Common Ground 
classes will meet together in Monteith Hall
    
December 6, 13 and 20    Watchman, Tell Us of the Night: An Advent Bible Study

The landscape of Advent, like that of our world, is unquestionably dark. Join us 
as we explore biblical texts that help us to watch and wait for the light. Each week 
we will put the texts we read during worship in conversation with the  season, our 
world, and our lives. Presenter is Daniel Ervin, Resident Minister

There will be no class on Sunday, December 27.
Graphic by Cortney Haley for GoTell  Communications, Inc. 

(www.gotell.org); used with permission.
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Faith in Action

Rotating Shelter: Sharing Warmth with Our Neighbors
January is not the time to sleep outdoors in Michigan! First Pres opens its doors again, 
January 4-18, 2016, to provide sleeping space for up to 25 men directed here by the Shelter 
Association. Last winter more than 100 First Pres volunteers offered hospitality, made new 
friends within the First Pres and street communities, and put words into action. Our guests 
have commented that First Pres offers hospitality as much as it offers shelter. We are looking 
for evening (7:00 - 10:00 p.m.) and overnight hosts each night, and morning (around 7:00 
a.m.) drivers on the weekends. There are at least three hosts each night, so you will get plenty 
of sleep. You can also help by donating hot food, snacks, gloves, hats, socks, hand warmers, and new long underwear. We 
also welcome First Pres groups whose members would like to serve together or host a specific night. Veteran volunteers will 
be present to help orient others. Consider joining this dedicated group who give of their time and receive so much from our 
guests. Watch for sign up opportunities near the Welcome Center or sign up online at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/rotating-shelter-volunteer-signup-2016/ Questions? Contact Carol Smith, psmith6641@aol.com or John Yodhes 677-
4036, for more information.

Keeping Up with the Ludwigs:
  As we celebrate being in our home for one year, we have made great progress in language 
and developing relationships with our neighbors. We are trying hard to keep the basics of the 
house working and are learning to explain house concerns to repairmen.
 This year Michael is teaching an English class at Doaon Gao Bible School with 40 students at 
all levels. Rachel has become the neighborhood nurse by treating all the cuts and skin sores of 
the neighborhood kids. The children are enjoying a new kitten in our family. Please continue 
to pray for the Ludwigs as they consider adoption of two parentless Niger children, guidance 
for their partners in many large projects,  continued progress in language learning, home water 
pump repairs, and for a good harvest despite erratic rainfall.
 

Need a Cool Christmas Gift?
The Presbyterian Giving Catalog is a wonderful compilation of gifts to buy for God’s most needy people.  Presbyterian Wom-
en were searching for a way to help Syrian refugees directly. Through the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA), we found this 
resource and decided to buy Emergency Life Packs.  The packs include a tarpaulin, two blankets, two cans for water, high 
protein bars, and soap. The generosity of our members enabled us to send ten packs, each worth $125, that PMA assured us 
would be earmarked specifically for Syrian refugees.  We would love to have anybody who is interested in working in this way 
join Presbyterian Women.  And please look up Presbyterian Giving Catalogue online, where you can buy goats, tools, bees, a 
well, school kits for displaced children, and many other vitally needed things which are sent to where the need is greatest.  Find 
more at the online version: https://presbyteriangifts.org/.

Christmas Gifts to the Homeless
As part of our First Pres Christmas tradition and the Wednesday evening 
greeting card program, 125 warm hats and packages of heavy socks were 
recently distributed to the evening meal guests at the Delonis Center.  These 
were purchased at Walmart in Saline, which made a significant contribution to 
the cost. Words can not describe their gratitude, their smiles, handshakes, and 
hugs. An integral part of the Church program is providing Christmas greeting 
cards plus stamps so the guests have way to keep in contact with their families 
and friends during the holidays. Thwe socks and caps plus the greeting cards 
are given out by a loyal group of Church volunteers.           
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