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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Arms:
Our First Pres 195th Anniversary Celebration
(August 21, 1826–August 21, 2021)
,

On August 21, 2021, we will celebrate 195 years of ministry
in Ann Arbor! Our life as an open-hearted community of
faith sprung to life on August 21, 1826, when Rev. Noah M.
Wells, a Detroit pastor, travelled two days on
horseback to Ann Arbor, and organized the
First Presbyterian Church. Eighteen people
joined that day, forming a small, vibrant congregation that has, over time, grown into the
body of faith that we now know as First Pres.
In the early years our worship services
were held in log schoolhouses, the ballroom
of a tavern, and in Cooks Hotel. A small
wood-frame sanctuary was erected in 1829,
the first of several structures that would house our congregation. It was in that building that the Michigan Antislavery
Society gathered for its organizational meeting November
10, 1836, reflecting the open hearts and just convictions of
our congregation. Over the next 100 years, our congregation worshipped in a series of buildings in downtown Ann
Arbor, until when on January 23, 1938, our present building
was dedicated by Dr. William P. Lemon, our pastor. Read
more of our First Pres history here.
Writing in Ephesians, the Apostle Paul describes the
enduring relationships within a heathy, vibrant church as
the bedrock of a congregation: “From Christ the whole body,
joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work”
(Ephesians 4:16). Grounded in love, and connected with an
openness in body, mind and action, First Presbyterian will
mark a chapter in our common life together over the next
year with special worship services, gatherings, actions and
events. And it all begins this August 14 with a wonderful Jazz
Vespers Service, followed by a shared meal on the grounds of

First Pres (see page 2). Then we will worship together in
a special Anniversary Service on Sunday, August 22, with
a cake and celebration at the Coffee Hour. A calendar of
other formal and informal events will then stretch into
2022 as we reflect, celebrate and honor
the many people, pastors, elders and
members who have added their gifts into
the life of this congregation.
Our First Pres Mission Statement,
“Make God’s Love Visible,” affirms that
our core task is to serve God with joy and
to bear witness to God’s transforming
love made evident in Jesus Christ. So,
making God’s love visible is what we seek as we celebrate
195 years of First Pres:
✝
✝
✝
✝

How do we remember and celebrate our past?
How do we live openly and actively in body and
mind in the present?
How do we move faithfully into God’s future?
How do we build upon the rich blessings of our
buildings, including our Sanctuary, and yet also
serve as an outpost for justice, formation, mission and community life?

We are excited about our plans for 2021–2022
— a JUBILEE year — our 195th anniversary of ministry
as First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor. We open our
hearts to God. We gather with minds wide open. And
we extend our arms in service to our neighbors, our
community and our world!

Warmly,
Revs. Melissa Anne Rogers & Jay Sanderford
Associate Pastors

Anniversary Events in August
SATURDAY August 14 at 6 p.m.
195th Anniversary Dinner. Sign Up NOW! at https://
firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/w1iut2fh1loxpvs/
The Anniversary Dinner will follow immediately after
the Jazz Vesper Service. Sign-up and payment for the
Dinner are due by August 9.

Summer Festival of Worship
Special Events in August

SUNDAY August 22 at 9:30 a.m.
Special Anniversary Service, followed by a celebratory
Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. Cake and beverages will be
served! Share your memories and feelings about our
congregation as we look forward to the next 195 years!

Life Is busy in the Great Family of God!
We know that most members of our First Pres family
have lots of obligations in the summer. Perhaps you
have little time to think about your faith, and how it can
grow. We hope you can find an hour or so weekly to join
us for an alternative worship offering. Come, strengthen
your faith in the company of old friends – and friends
you’ve yet to meet!

TUESDAY August 3 at 7 p.m.

Reopening Recommendations Work Group

Taizé worship is available in the Sanctuary and livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook.

The Reopening Recommendations Work Group (RRWG)
continues to meet over the summer as we prepare for
a fuller and wider reopening this fall. As part of Phase
III, which began June 1st and is expected to last until
August 31st, the RRWG, along with various other groups
and staff members, have:

SATURDAY August 14 at 5 p.m.
Join us on Saturday, August 14, at 5 p.m., for a Jazz
Vesper Service featuring the Paul Keller Jazz Quintet.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy the final service
in what has been a joyous summer series. Then stay for
the Anniversary Dinner immediately following.

Expanded Sunday worship capacity
Encouraged congregational singing
Returned hymnals and Bibles to the Sanctuary
Phased in an in-person Coffee Hour
Allowed those fully vaccinated to go without masks
Hosted our Summer Festival of Worship
Improved the graphics during the Livestream
Trained more people on Audio and Visual equipment
Bought new equipment for hybrid meetings
Explored additional streaming capabilities in Monteith
Hall and beyond
Welcomed back the Ann Arbor Taiwainese
Presbyterian Church
Renovated and moved office spaces
Cleared out old materials and furniture
Reorganized storage spaces

WEDNESDAY August 18 at 6 p.m.
Worship around the fire on the First Pres lawn.

THURSDAY August 26 at 6 p.m.
As a part of our Summer Festival of Worship, you are invited to the home of Kurt and Kathy Hillig (7654 W Ellsworth Rd., Ann Arbor) to walk the labyrinth they have
made on their property. Come anytime between 6:00
– 8:00 p.m. It takes about 20–30 minutes to go from
your car to the labyrinth and back. Signs will guide you
from the parking area to the labyrinth. There is a guided
meditation podcast available to use while walking, or
consider using that another time for a meditative moment. Being outside in silence in nature is very meditative. Note that tick season is in full gear so please wear
closed-toe shoes and long pants. Questions? Contact
Rev. Rogers, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org. The guided
meditation (put together by Rev. Mares) can be found at
https://www.faithbeats.com.

Many thanks to our Congregational Life Committee,
Worship Committee, Faith Formation Committee, Technology Work Group, ushers, and many other volunteers
and staff working together to joyfully and safely welcome people back into our building.
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We Welcome Our New Resident Ministers:
2021–2023

a formative experience—from that moment, he had a
growing sense that his life’s work would be to proclaim
the gospel and stand for justice on behalf of the “least
of these” in our society.
Matt has a warm pastoral presence that has
impressed everyone. In his application for the Residency program, Matt wrote: “I believe that becoming a
Resident at First Pres will prepare and mature me like
no other program. First Pres’ commitment and work
toward abolishing systemic racism, white privilege and
gaining lasting justice and equality make a perfect fit for
my God-given call.”

First Pres will welcome a trio of talented Resident Ministers on August 18, 2021. Hailing from three states,
three different seminaries, and three different regions
of the United States, this will be the 11th Residency
cohort to launch their ministries here in Ann Arbor. Megan, Hannah and Matthew will be introduced in worship
on August 22. The Resident Ministry Group welcomes
them warmly! Please invite them for coffee, dinner or
dessert and embrace their ministry among us here.  

Megan Berry

    Susan Cares, Chair, Resident Ministry Group

   Rev. Jay Sanderford,
Associate Pastor & Resident Ministry Program Coordinator
Matthew J. Warfield
Matt hails from western Michigan and grew up in Holland. He is a boyhood friend and seminary classmate of
Rev. Mark Mares, our Minister for Youth and Families.
Matt was ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament
in the Reformed Church of America (RCA) on June 27
at Maple Avenue Ministries in Holland. As a minister
in the RCA, Matt can serve a Presbyterian Church (USA)
congregation under a Formula of Agreement which
recognizes equality of ordination status among several
denominations including the PCUSA
and the RCA.
Matt earned a BS in
Psychology from Grand
Valley State College
before completing his
Master of Divinity
degree at Western
Theological Seminary
in Holland, Michigan,
in 2017. Until recently
he served as associate
pastor (part-time) at
Embody Christ Fellowship
(RCA) in Holland and has a
long history of work with young
people in his community. While awaiting his move to
Ann Arbor, Matt works as an office manager and salesperson for Prestige Auto Sales.
Growing up, Matt was an avid basketball player, but
he also loved reading and creative writing as a child.
He first read Langston Hughes in elementary school
and began writing poetry then. When he was twelve,
he was given the opportunity to preach at his home
church, Maple Avenue Ministries, in Holland. This was
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Megan graduated from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, in May 2021.
She spent her undergraduate
years at Drury University
in Springfield, Missouri,
where she earned a BA
degree in Music with
a Psychology minor
in December 2017.
There Megan served
an internship in a local church to explore
her calling. A flutist,
Megan envisioned a
career as a musician or
music educator before discerning a call to be a pastor for
small congregations.
Megan comes from Independence, Missouri, and
has worked in her home parish and an urban church in
Kansas City.  A candidate for ministry in the Presbyterian Church (USA) in her home presbytery, Heartland
Presbytery in Kansas, Megan will be ready to be ordained
this fall after completing a full unit of Clinical Pastoral
Education (CPE) in Kansas City over the summer.
Megan has shared two experiences that formed
her call to ministry. First, she notes that she was
shaped by her summer experiences working with children and youth as a camp counselor in her local Presbyterian camp ministry. Secondly, she credits the experience of worshipping in a PCUSA congregation with a
female pastor for opening the doors and windows that
have led her toward parish ministry. In her application
for the Residency Program, Megan writes: “I want
to start working full time in a parish setting where I
will be surrounded by those who want to encourage
me in ministry. I think this program will be helpful for
my goals because of the program’s learning structure,
focus on growing a pastoral identity, and deepening my
current strengths for ministry.”   

Hannah Lundberg

Welcome New Staff Member Allie Milot

Hannah received her Master of Divinity degree in
May from Union Theological Seminary in New York
City. Leaving her southern California roots behind, she
attended Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa, graduating
with a degree in English and global development studies in 2018. Her time at Grinnell gave her the opportunity to reframe her faith, connect with several nourishing interfaith groups, develop healthy mentoring
relationships with the campus chaplain and rabbi and
settle into an active life in the faith community of Grinnell First Presbyterian Church. It was there she found
the space and scope to ask the hard questions of faith
that led her to discern a call to ministry. In the dynamic
interfaith setting of Union Seminary, Hannah found that
her work as coordinator for the seminary’s daily chapel
services has added depth to her sense of pastoral vocation, as has her fieldwork at the
nearby Broadway Presbyterian Church.  
Hannah hopes that
her Residency experience “will help me
hone and develop my
pastoral voice as a
Presbyterian.” She is
interested in important
social justice concerns,
as well as working with
college students and
young adults while engaging in all the ways that our
church ministers to the university
community in Ann Arbor. First Pres, she believes, will
introduce her to a “wide range of ministry contexts”
and prepare her for effective ministry. “I’m always surprised and delighted by the new ways I learn about God
from the people and communities I meet; I know that
will be true in Ann Arbor as well.”
A candidate for ministry in the PCUSA in her
Presbytery in Iowa, Hannah anticipates ordination in
the fall. Hannah enjoys running, hiking, and a full range
of outdoor activities.

Allie Milot (A-lee mi-LAHT) joined the First Presbyterian
Church staff in the full-time role of Communications Coordinator on June 16. A life-long resident of Ann Arbor,
Allie is a recent graduate of Concordia University and
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Digital Media Design.
Allie has extensive graphic design, writing, photography, social media and website experience in a religious
setting.
Most recently, she worked with members of Concordia’s Marketing Department to help further the
university’s growth through the writing and placement
of blog posts, video production, photography, and print
and digital media design. She has also served as a Digital
Communications Intern at MoxyTech in Ann Arbor, a
Writing Consultant at Concordia and Marketing Intern at
Leadercast in Suwanee, Georgia.
Energetic and organized, Allie has a passion for communication, working with others, mental health awareness and learning new skills. She enjoys swimming,
hiking and camping. She was a member of the Concordia choir for four years and plays violin and ukulele.
An accomplished photographer, Allie also enjoys
fine art photography and participating in fine art gallery
shows.
Please join in welcoming Allie to the First Pres team!
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Worship, Music & Arts
Spectacular Worship in August at First Pres
During August as our summer theme of connection and reconnection continues, we will welcome several notable guest
pastors as our Sunday morning preachers, including two of our former Resident Ministers.  
On Sunday, August 1, we will welcome Rev. Chris Dorsey, President of Higher Education
& Leadership Ministries (HELM) of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). A Disciples
minister, he received his BS from the University of Texas at Austin, earned a M.Div from
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, and is a Ph.D. Candidate at the Divinity School
of the University of Chicago. During his professional career Chris worked as a systems
analyst and executive in the technology arena. He has served as local church pastor,
university chaplain of Clark Atlanta University, and as the Vice President of Development and Marketing at Chicago Theological Seminary. Prior to becoming president of
HELM, he served as Assistant Professor of Theology and Preaching at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan, where Rev. Mark Mares was a student and
colleague.

Rev. Chris Dorsey

On Sunday, August 8, welcome back former Resident Minister Rev. Matthew Nickel, now Pastor of Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church in Detroit. Matt, a Detroit
native, grew up in Grosse Pointe and St. Clair Shores, and then attended Hope
College in Holland, Michigan. He then attended Princeton Theological Seminary
in New Jersey before completing an advanced leadership program at McCormick
Theological Seminary in Chicago in 2014. From 2009 until 2011, Matt was a
Resident Minister here in Ann Arbor, serving with two other gifted pastors, Jenny
McDevitt and Sarah Wiles. Matt served as an Associate Pastor after Ann Arbor at
Highland Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, from 2013 to 2018 before
returning to Detroit. Matt is married to Rev. Emma Nickel who serves as Pastor of
First Presbyterian Church in Royal Oak, Michigan. They are the parents of 2 young girls.
Rev. Matthew Nickel & Family

On Sunday, August 29, we will welcome Rev. Angela Ryo back to Ann Arbor to preach
as we mark the end of summer. Angela served as a Resident Minister here at First
Pres from 2015 to 2017 and has since led the work of faith formation at Kirk in
the Hills in Bloomfield Hills as an Associate Pastor. In addition to leading Christian
formation ministries at the Kirk, Angela is a member of Racism Truth and Reconciliation Committee of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Formerly a high school teacher,
she is a graduate of McCormick Theological Seminary and is a candidate for a D.Min.
degree at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.  
Rev. Angela Ryo

Rev. Mark Mares, Minister for Youth and Families, will be our preacher on Sunday, August 15.
Rev. Jay Sanderford, Associate Pastor will be our preacher on Sunday, August 22, our 195th Anniversary Celebration
service.
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Worship Wisdom
In our last issue of First Press we discussed the readings from scripture that are central
to our worship. Both the ancient Hebrew worshipers and the early Christians read regularly from what we now call the Old Testament. Typically, the Old Testament reading
was followed by the singing of a Psalm. The Psalms were the songbook of prayers for
the Hebrew people, the earliest followers of Christ, and of course, for Christ himself. To
quote the Companion to the Book of Common Worship, “the Psalms are emotive, repetitious, contradictory, earthy, angry and full of wonder at simple things. Like life itself,
the Psalms are salty, sad, haunting, dancing and worth preserving. In song, they come
to their full expression.” Psalms have been sung in many different ways. We may sing them together in unison, with
harmony, or the text may be sung by a cantor with the congregation singing a refrain.
John Calvin was deeply committed to the recovery of congregational Psalm-singing. In Calvin’s church in Geneva and
subsequently in Scotland and France the congregations often sang metrical Psalms — Psalms which are paraphrased in
poetic meter, and set to music. This practice moved to England and ultimately to the United States. The Psalms were
considered to be “prayers of the Holy Spirit” and as such could be used to help us learn to pray. Later in England, Isaac
Watts and others began to write hymns based on the Psalms, further expanding our options for Psalm-singing. The PC
(USA) hymnal, Glory to God, has settings for 106 of the 150 Psalms — and in many cases more than one per Psalm. As
you might guess, Psalm 23 has four different settings, as does Psalm 150. These psalm-based hymns are in a wide variety
of musical styles, and include many options set to familiar hymn tunes. Along with the opportunities for the congregation to sing Psalms, the choir often offers anthems with texts from this ancient book of poetry.  
Next month we will talk about the Gospel and Epistle readings.

Taizé Prayer Service
TUESDAY, August 3, 7 p.m. — Sanctuary
A service of scripture, silence, cyclical songs, prayers, and candles.
All are welcome to attend in person or on YouTube or Facebook.

Chancel Choir Begins Anew!
You are invited to sing with the Chancel Choir as they begin their new
choir season for 2021–2022. The choir is open to High School students
through Adults. The choir rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:00 to
9 p.m. in Monteith Hall. The first rehearsal will be on Thursday, August
12. A choir retreat will follow later in August on Friday and Saturday, August 27 and 28. For more information, please contact Dave VanderMeer,
Minister of Music and Fine Arts, dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org.

In Preparation for Dedication/Reformation Sunday . . .
Red fabric strips are needed to help create red paraments for Dedication/Reformation Sunday, October 31, to support
our Annual Giving Campaign theme: “Peace by Piece.”
Please drop materials off at the Welcome Center. The deadline is Sunday, October 10.
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Congregational Life
Fast Track to Membership on August 15!
Join us at 11 a.m. (note new time!) in the Curtis Room, following the 9:30 worship service, to join First Pres! You can join
as a full member or an affiliate member (a category of membership for those whose primary membership remains with
another church but who want to express commitment to First Pres). If you prefer, you can join online by Zoom using this
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84143125355

New Member Class coming soon!
A New Member Class will occur on August 22, at 11 a.m. Join us if you have fast-tracked, to learn more, or if you are considering joining in September or October. Contact Rev. Rogers for more information, mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org.

Coffee Hour returns!
Join us for coffee hour (bottled water and home-baked cookies) in August, on the Front Lawn, following the 9:30 worship
service! In September, coffee itself returns! It will be served by volunteers from the Congregational Life and Worship
Committees. Meet old friends and new as we discuss the morning’s prompt from the preaching minister.

Virtual Coffee Hour
Our virtual coffee hour will happen the final Sunday of the month, beginning after the life-stream worship service on
YouTube. Join Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers for our conversation prompt. From wherever you are on the final Sunday, join
us for virtual fellowship!

Ice-Cream Social coming soon!
The ice-cream social will be held on the Circle Terrace at 10:30 a.m. on September 5. Plan to join us!

Faith Formation
VBS Gratitude!
Vacation Bible School made a safe and healthy return this summer,
thanks to our magnificent volunteers and participants! The children
and team of directors are eternally grateful to all adults and teens
who created a wonderful Marketplace experience this year. Children
were able to hear about Paul’s travels, create their own boats, learn
about Jesus’ life and family traditions, and give back to the community with sidewalk chalk art and canned goods. Thank you to all
who joined. Fun was had! Check out some of the excitement in our
photos here and on the next page . . . can’t wait until next year!
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VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL 2021
Marketplace 49 AD
Travels with Paul

Children & Family Ministry Organizing Days
Do you love “The Home Edit”??? Does it make you want to organize all the things??? Children and Family Ministry is getting ready
for Fall Kick-Off and a big return to the building, so we need your
help! We will be sorting through old materials and making a fresh
space for all of the exciting new things we have planned. Please
consider joining us 1 or more days of Church “editing” and organizing this summer. Many hands make light work (rainbow book
sorting optional)!
Please reach out to Beca Torres-Davenport for more information
and questions, or to let her know what days you are available @
btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org
SORTING / EDITING MATERIALS — NOON – 3 p.m.
•

Friday, July 30

•

Tuesday, August 3

•

Friday, August 6

ORGANIZING SHELVES / PUTTING MATERIALS AWAY
•

Friday, August 20, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. (lunch included!)

•

Saturday, August 21, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. (lunch included!)

•

Friday, August 27, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. (lunch included!)

•

Saturday, August 28, 12:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Mama’s Group
SATURDAYS, August 14 & 28
Parenting is hard – but you’re not alone. Find your place of support,
encouragement, listening ears and open hearts as we share our
struggles and successes! Mamas of infants, toddlers and preschoolers are invited to join together as we go through this journey
together. Watch your emails for our next date & time! For more information, contact Sarah Glinka Endicott: sngendicott@gmail.com,
Charlotte Sawtell, anderson.cee@gmail.com, or Beca Torres-Davenport, btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org.
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“Celebrating Our Baptism” Milestone
SATURDAY, August 28 from 10 – 11:30 a.m.
The “Celebrating Our Baptism” Milestone is open to all
families who have baptized a child in the past few years
(an invitation letter is mailed to you as a reminder).
During this time, families will decorate a treasure chest
to begin collecting all the special items your child will
receive during their faith journey, including Milestones,
Bibles, books, candles and more! This faith chest will
Creating and decorating
enable children to look through their materials and ask
Treasure
Chests for Baptism
questions, learning more about their faith and providing a
Milestones
space at home for faith conversations. Please check your
mail for a special letter if you have a child in this age group!
An RSVP is requested so that we can provide enough materials.

Follow us on Instagram: fpa2youth or subscribe to our weekly email for up-to-date information on all of
our events! If you’d like to join our GroupMe or sign up for our weekly update, please email Rev. Mares at
mmares@firstpresbyterian.org.
Sunday Night Summer Fun
Our last Summer Sunday Night gathering of the year will be held on August 8th at Gallup Park at 7 p.m. We’ll gather for
games, fellowship, and hopefully lots of fun. Check upcoming bulletins for drop-off details.

Tubing down the River
Join Rev. Mark & Rev. Evans for some fun tubing down the river as we enjoy the last days of summer on the afternoon of
August 15th. Keep an eye out for a sign-up sheet to join us for a fun day on pizza tubes!

Immersion Trip Retrospective
With the Covid-19 pandemic, our youth ministry hasn’t been able to go on a trip over the past year and a half. Yet, we
know the important role they can play in the life of faith for our youth. Below, Kate Knibbs reflects on her time on a trip
to Montgomery, Alabama.

How the First Pres trip to Montgomery, Alabama, changed my life.
by Kate Knibbs
In January 2019, I had the opportunity to spend a week in Montgomery, Alabama, to learn more about the Civil Rights Movement. Highlights of the trip
included:
•

Touring Martin Luther King Jr.’s parsonage and church

•

Visiting the EJI Museum and outdoor Memorial

•

Visiting the Rosa Parks Museum and the Civil Rights Memorial
Center

•

Hearing Bernard Lafayette speak at the Freedom Riders Museum,
someone who actually rode on one of the buses with John Lewis

•

Sitting on the steps of the capitol where the Selma to Montgomery March ended, and Martin Luther King gave one of his
famous speeches
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Kate & Diane Knibbs at the Capitol building in
Montgomery (background) where
Martin Luther King spoke at the end of the
Selma to Montgomery March

The trip was humbling and eye opening. I was especially moved
when visiting the EJI Museum, listening to the stories of the wrongly
incarcerated and reading their letters. We saw the shelves that held what
seemed like hundreds of jars of soil taken from all of the spots where
lynchings had taken place. I learned more about the history of racism in
this country, and heard information that was not taught in school. I was
put in the shoes of a slave and my eyes were opened. It was really hard
to hear what I heard, and see what I saw. Being there made me have
a greater appreciation for what African Americans have had to endure
over the last centuries.
At the outdoor EJI Memorial, there were hundreds of “hanging caskets,” each representing a county with the list of names of those that had
been lynched. The experience here was also powerful and I was speechless as well as devastated to think about how so many people could kill so
many innocent people just because of the color of their skin. I was disturbed. I signed the Wall of Tolerance at the Civil Rights Memorial Center,
which states:

Outdoor EJl Memorial “Hanging Caskets”
National Memorial for Peace and Justice.
Each “coffin” structure represents a county,
and lists the names of those African American
people who were lynched.

“The wall of tolerance records the names of people who have pledged to take a stand against hate, injustice and intolerance. Those who place their names on the wall make a commitment to work in their daily
lives for justice, equality and human rights – the ideals for which the civil rights martyrs died. If you are
prepared to work for these ideals and to stand against hate and intolerance, add your name to the wall.”
After learning more about the Civil Rights Movement, especially in Montgomery, I see the world much differently now
than before. I would recommend this trip for everyone.

Campus Ministry returns in-person this Fall with classes beginning August 31st. Students are gradually returning to
campus after a year mostly of remote learning and internships, and they are excited for in-person opportunities. If you
are interested in helping out with welcoming students back to campus (around Labor Day Weekend), University
Sunday (September 19th), UKirk Fall Retreat (Saturday, October 9th), the Pancake Supper (Saturday, December 11th),
or weekly gatherings of lunch and conversation, please contact our campus ministry pastor Rev. Evans McGowan at
campus@firstpresbyterian.org. Please pray for our students, faculty and staff as they travel to campus and begin to reconnect after being apart for so long.

(Twenties & Thirties)
New to town or First Pres? Join us for Bible study, weekly hangouts, and more! For more information, email
t2a2@firstpresbyterian.org.

Mature Ministries Trips Return!
Ford House Tour Is Designed to Delight
Spaces are still available for the August 26 Mature Ministries
outing to the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Pointe. The
home of Henry Ford’s only child, Edsel—businessman, philanthropist, and art collector--his wife, and their four children, has
been lovingly maintained by their heirs since Eleanor Ford’s
death in 1976. Attention to detail is so great that staff joke that
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if Mrs. Ford came back to earth, she’d find her dinner napkin
exactly where she last left it!
Visitors can view the Fords’ extensive collection of decorative arts (including whole room interiors removed from the
British manor houses), European Old Master and Impressionist paintings; walk in the extensive gardens; and enjoy the “garage” now filled with classic automobiles. Of special interest
is the boys’ bedroom on the first floor—an early example of
midcentury modern design.
We’ll be among the first visitors to stop at the newly
constructed Visitor Center and we’ll enjoy lunch in a private
lakeside dining room in their new restaurant, “The Continental.” Mark J. Heppner, Ford House Director, will join us after
lunch to share exciting news about the future direction of the house. This is a rare “return visit” for Mature Ministries On
the Road, scheduled due to popular demand.
Departure from First Pres will be at 8:45 a.m. on August 26, returning around 3:30 p.m. This trip is priced at $60, and
your spot can be reserved through the church office or on the church website. A $10 deposit must be received by August 9.
Join us! A perfect day for those interested in our American Downtons!

Bloom!
We also have space available for our August 19 (noon – 3:00 p.m.) outing to the
Carlyle Grill and the Manchester Blooms Flower Farm. Enjoy lunch with 40 to 50 of
your best First Pres friends and enjoy an afternoon wandering through acres of fresh
flowers, clipping what you’d like to take home with you in a watering can you’ll be
given at the start of your adventure.
This outing offers a wonderful immersion in nature on a sunny afternoon. And,
if the weather isn’t sunny and conducive to flower gathering, everyone gets a rain
check so they can come back on a day of their choosing.
Lunch and your afternoon of flowers are priced at $40. Call the church office or
secure a space on the church website. Please make a $10 deposit for this event by
August 9. This outing should be nothing but pure fun—a perfect way to celebrate our first Mature Ministries trip in over a
year!
Note: Menu at Carlyle Grill is set: Spinach and Artichoke Dip, Carlyle Salad, Choice of Chicken Avocado Club or Reuben Sandwich, Shoestring Fries, and Cheesecake with Topping.  
Questions on any details? Contact Rev. Rogers or Brad Taylor.
To sign up for one of these two trips, use this form:
https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/mature-ministries-travels-2021-reservation-form

Pastoral Care
An Important Article on Vaccine and Immunocompromised Conditions Recommended by Our Parish Nurses
As people continue to get vaccinated, we are finally starting to see some return to normalcy after a year of following strict
guidelines to keep us protected from catching Covid-19 (see CDC link below).
But what if you are someone who has received the vaccine and you are also immunocompromised? Are there still some
precautions you and your family/friends might want to take to continue to keep you safe?
Below is a link to an article written by Mary Clare Fischer for the University of Michigan’s health blog that may help
you discern the safest plan going forward. As with anything related to your health, you should always get input from your
healthcare provider as well. Together, you both can determine the best course of action for your situation. Remember,
knowledge is the most powerful tool we have to make well informed decisions. Be safe and be well!
https://healthblog.uofmhealth.org/wellness-prevention/if-im-immunocompromised-should-i-keep-wearing-my-maskonce-im-vaccinated
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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Stephen Ministry Book Nook
The Wild Edge of Sorrow
Rituals of Renewal and the Sacred Work of Grief
by Francis Weller
In 1969 Elisabeth Kubler-Ross wrote, On Death and
Dying, her five defined stages of grief to guide us
through mourning. Francis Weller, addresses this
process through his broader “Five Gates of Grief”:
Everything we love, we will lose
The places that have not known love
The sorrows of the world
What we expected and did not receive
Ancestral grief
The first half of the book stresses bringing our grief to others. The second half is devoted to rituals to understand
and practices to get through grief: meditation, talk circles, indigenous rites, among others.
“Grief,” Weller says, “is essential to finding and maintaining a feeling of emotional intimacy with life, with one another and with our own soul.”
This book is full of deeply beautiful illustrative quotations and poetry: from a 12th-century poem, to the Buddha,
Rilke, Rumi and others. Lastly, Weller says this is a prayer, a plea, on behalf of our beloved earth to deeply reconnect and
care for our environment as the “life systems of our planet show continuing signs of strain and decline.” Carl Jung said,
“Embrace your grief, for there your soul will grow.”
If not for you, perhaps this book could bring comfort to someone you know. Check this book out in the Stephen
Ministry Library located in Hillegonds Chapel.

Presbyterian Women
HORIZON BIBLE STUDY 2021–2022
SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH (September through May)
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
The Presbyterian Women’s Horizon’s Bible Study 2021– 2022 is: What My
Grandmothers Taught Me: Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus, by
Merryl Blair. Family stories shape our sense of identity. Matthew begins his
Gospel with a list of Jesus’ ancestors. In this list we find the names of some
rather unusual women—Jesus’ grandmothers. Why are these women in the
list and what does their inclusion have to say about the coming Messiah?
What might Matthew be teaching us through their stories? Please contact
Meg Brown (lmegbrown@gmail.com) to order a study book.
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Faith in Action
MEMBERS HONORED
Several members of the First Presbyterian Ann Arbor congregation have earned special recognition as volunteers and
leaders in the work done by non-profit organizations related to housing needs in Southeastern Michigan. While so many
of our church members regularly volunteer in a wide variety of capacities to address needs of our fellow citizens these
three individuals have earned special attention.
Amanda Carlisle was recognized for her volunteer community service and leadership
by Religious Action for Affordable Housing
(RAAH) where she serves on the Board of
Directors.

Don Redding

Don Redding was proclaimed the Volunteer
of the Year by Cass Community Social
Services for his tireless efforts toward
feeding and housing those in need in the
Detroit area.

Amanda Carlisle

Paul Smith was recognized for his outstanding service to and support of Cass
Community Social Services where he
recently held the position of President
of the Board of Directors.
Paul Smith

Praise to these and all the volunteers among our membership who donate their time and energy throughout the year
“Making God’s Love Visible.”

ALPHA HOUSE NEEDS YOU!
Income inequality, structural racism, food insecurity, pandemic trauma . . . the list goes on. Our world is filled with issues
that seem so big and complex that it’s easy to feel there is nothing we can do to address any of them. But local mission
projects at First Pres give us opportunities to see big issues in human terms. One of these opportunities is provided by
Alpha House, a shelter for children and their families who are experiencing homelessness.
During the week of August 30–September 5 we at First Pres have an opportunity to provide food and perhaps spend
time with the children at Alpha House. If you would like to take part in this ministry, you can sign up online or perhaps
even in person at the Coffee Hour. Send any questions to Ruth Jensen (Ruthannjensen@gmail.com), Gail Einhaus (gail.
einhaus@gmail.com), Paula Doering (paulahdoering@gmail.com), or Anne Gere (argere@umich.edu).

PHILIPPINES PROJECT CALLS
Covid stopped us in 2020, but the Ann Arbor teachers and administrators called us and said “We’re ready with books and
supplies to give you for the Philippines. Are you packing again this year?” How could we not get to work when we know
that the children and teachers in many villages wait for the “balikbayan” boxes of treasured resources to arrive?
So, the Aquino family (thank you, Enrico) has collected all of the donated supplies and books from the schools. Now,
the books wait in their garage for many hands and hearts to sort and pack these rescued and recycled supplies for the
children in Dumaguete, Davao City, Tagayan, Manila, Bekol and other villages.
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We may not be able to travel internationally right now, but we all can join this mini-mission for part or for all of the two
days of packing. There are jobs for everyone regardless of their strength or time. Won’t you join in?  
PLEASE MARK your calendar and COME to 3102 Fairhaven Ct., Ann Arbor, 48105 — Friday, August 20, and Saturday
August 21, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Join the fellowship, fun, and mission for the children.   
Questions? Contact Ginny Rezmierski, ver@umich.edu.

LOCAL MISSION
Local Mission Grants Awarded in June 2021
The 2021 Local Mission Grant team consisted of Felicity Williams, Gale Redding, Jenna Mares, Martha Kershaw (Lead),
Mary Winn Granum, and Ruth Jensen, with input from Helena Prince during the revision process. We narrowed the
priority areas to:
✝
✝
✝

Access to Shelter/Housing
Access to Mental Health Services
Moving People Out of Poverty

Fifteen applications were received, and awards totaling $73,000 were given to:
•

Community Action Network: “Strive to Thrive” Social Emotional Learning program for elementary age children

•

Friends In Deed: general operating funds and the Circles Program

•

Habitat for Humanity Huron Valley: House of Faith

•

Hope Clinic: Psychiatry services for un-insured patients

•

IHN at Alpha House: shelter and support for homeless families

•

Michigan Ability Partners: housing and vocational support for veterans and persons with disabilities

•

Ozone House: outreach van for youth services

•

Peace Neighborhood Center: College and Career Prep program for high-school age youth

•

Shelter Assn. Washtenaw Cnty: re-opening of 2nd floor of Delonis Shelter for homeless adults

•

SOS Community Service: rapid rehousing for homeless families

•

Washtenaw Housing Alliance: landlord recruitment and engagement

For more information, or to get involved in 2022, contact Martha Kershaw mdkershaw@sbcglobal.net.

FOR THOSE IN NEED
Federal funds are available to assist tenants facing pandemic-related hardships avoid eviction. The COVID-19
Emergency Rental Assistance (CERA) program offers assistance to qualifying tenants and landlords to pay off back debt
and/or utilities built up since March 2020. Without this assistance, hundreds of renters in Washtenaw County that faced
pandemic-related hardships will be at risk of eviction in the coming months.
Volunteers needed! Support for eligible individuals and families in navigating CERA will be fundamental to the program’s
success in the coming months. We need your help! Volunteers are needed to guide members of the community through
completing their application. After ample training, volunteers will answer questions and assist applicants in gathering
the documents and information they need to prove their eligibility. You will need reliable internet access and should be
comfortable using and uploading documents to an online application portal.
If you are interested in volunteering, please email Kristina Schnepf at RAAHceravolunteers@gmail.com to learn
more. If you are in need of rental assistance, go to https://ceraapp.michigan.gov/ today to start your application.
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~Transitions~
We celebrate the marriage of:
Haley Brewster & Patrick Haggin, June 26

We celebrate new life and babies born!
Lucas Asher Wieczerza, born December 6, 2020, to Cassie & Kevin Wieczerza
Hank & Wade Stelter, born May 22, 2020, to Nicholas & Brynn Stelter
Theodore Jamieson Bugosh, January 3, 2021, to Meghan & Zachary Bugosh
Griffin Riley English, April 2, 2021, to Alexandra & Riley English
Ram Krishna Williamson, born July 13, 2021, to Craig Williamson and Renu Tipirneni   

We grieve and celebrate these members in the Church Triumphant:
May 6~James Lombard
May 15~Charlie Doering
June 11~Katie Beery
June 30~Peggy Fisher
July 10 ~ David Burns
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Jazz Vesper Service & Church Picnic — June Memories . . .
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