
AUGUST 21, 2016 THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP
 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.



PRELUDE (9:30/11:00)  VokalTotal Bielefeld                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
LIFE IN THE CHURCH  Rev. Ervin (8:00)

Rev. Sanderford (9:30/11:00)

FAITH IN ACTION     Our 190th Anniversary  Jim Dickinson (8:00)
Cindy Downs King (9:30)

Anna Millard (11:00)   

OPENING PRAYER          
Holy, Lord God Almighty! We, who are unworthy of the least of 
all Thy mercies, humbly present ourselves in Your courts. We 
come to Thee, our Creator and Redeemer, with homage, 
adoration, and praise. Enable us, Lord, by thy good Spirit, to 
attend to the holy duties to which Thou art calling us at this time, 
without distraction of mind, and with reverence and godly fear…
Instruct us from Thy Word; may we read it with wise and 
understanding hearts. Prepare us for singing Thy praises; may we 
make melody in our hearts, and offer up an acceptable service.  
Teach us to pray; inspire us with a spirit of devotion; enable us 
to exercise faith in all the parts of Divine worship. And let all be 
done to the glory of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen.                                  Adapted from the Directory of Worship (1788)

                                                            
* OPENING HYMNS (9:30/11:00)   
                                     Almighty Sovereign of the Skies  old hundredth

Louis Bourgeois (1551, Geneva)
This hymn (text) is by the Congregational minister Nathan Strong, 
Hartford, Connecticut, and published in Psalms and Hymns Adapted 
to Public Worship, and Approved by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (1830).

Almighty Sovereign of the skies,
To thee let songs of gladness rise;
Each grateful heart its tribute bring,
And every voice thy goodness sing.

From thee our choicest blessings flow,
Life, health, and strength thy hands bestow;
The daily good thy creatures share,
Spring from thy providential care.

 
                Great God, We Sing Thy Mighty Hand truro
       Anon. (c. 1778, Bath)

This hymn (text) is by the Englishman Philip Doddridge and 
published in Psalms and Hymns Adapted to Public Worship, and 
Approved by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America (1830).

Gathering



Great God, we sing thy mighty hand,
By which supported still we stand!
The opening year thy mercy shows;
Let mercy crown it till it close.

By day, by night, at home, abroad,
Still we are guarded by our God;
By his incessant bounty fed,
By his unerring counsels led.

With grateful hearts, the past we own;
The future – all to us unknown,
We to thy guardian care commit,
And peaceful leave before thy feet.

* HYMN 210               Our God, Our Help in Ages Past  st. anne
Attr. William Croft (1708, London)

   This hymn (text) is a paraphrase of Psalm 90 by Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.
  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     
Minister:  
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, Thou wilt not despise. Dearly beloved brethren, the Scriptures 
move us in many places not to hide our sins and wickedness from 
God, but to confess them with a humble, lowly, and obedient heart, so 
that we might obtain forgiveness by His infinite goodness and mercy. 
Wherefore, I pray and beseech as many as are here present to 
accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice to the throne of 
grace, saying …

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 
from Thy ways like lost sheep; we have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts; we have offended against 
Thy holy laws; we have left undone that which we ought to have 
done, and we have done that which we ought not to have done.  
There is no health in us. But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us 
miserable offenders, and spare those, O God, who confess their 
faults. Restore the penitent to Thyself, according to Thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant, most 
merciful Father for His sake, that we may hereafter live godly, 
righteous, and sober lives, to the glory of Thy holy name.

Minister:  
Almighty God - the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ - who desireth not 
the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness, 
hath given power and commandment unto His ministers to declare 
and pronounce on His penitent people the remission of their sins. He 
pardoneth and absolveth all who truly repent and believe the gospel.  
Wherefore, we beseech Him to grant us repentance of the Holy Spirit, 
that the rest of our lives hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the 
last we may come to his eternal joy through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.



SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we experience as
 forgiven people. Greet one another saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,”
 and respond, “And also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all!

This hymn is Hymn No. 142. The tune CORONATION is the oldest 
American tune in continuous use.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Greg Buck (8:00)
Eldon Beery (9:30)

Keith Molin (11:00)
             
EPISTLE READING     1 Thessalonians 5:1-11               
 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

                            
A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30)  Rev. Béghin

Following the Conversation with Young Disciples, children grades K-5 
are invited to join Susan Martin and David Willmer in Room 404 for a 
combined Sunday School class.     

  
GOSPEL READING      Matthew 25:14-30              

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
 
SERMON                 Rev. Ryo (8:00)
                                                The Fearful Investor   Rev. Seay (9:30/11:00) 
                                                    

 

HYMN-ANTHEM (9:30/11:00)                   
                                               What Gift Can We Bring?   Jane Marshall

Please stand to sing the final stanza when indicated.   

What gift can we bring, what present, what token? 
What words can convey it, the joy of this day?
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
what song can we offer in honor and praise?

Responding

Proclaiming



Give thanks for the past, for those who had vision, 
who planted and watered so dreams could come true.
Give thanks for the now, for study, for worship, 
for mission that bids us turn prayer into deed.

Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises, 
for knowing whatever tomorrow may bring, 
the Word is our promise, now and forever, 
we rest in God’s keeping and live in God’s love.

      © 1982 by Hope Publishing Company. OneLicense.net, License # A-720542

* ANNIVERSARY LITANY  Rev. Béghin and Rev. Ervin (9:30)
Rev. Ryo and Rev. Sanderford (11:00)

Lord, You have been our help, generation after generation. Before You 
birthed the earth and the world, from forever in the past to forever in 
the future, You are God.

Through this church, You have been a dwelling place for us and 
our children for these one hundred ninety years.

You are our refuge and strength, a help always near in times of great 
trouble. You are eternal, always with us, our place of safety.

Through this church, You have been a dwelling place for us and 
our children for these one hundred ninety years.

Your compassion never fails us, great is your faithfulness. You renew 
us every morning!

Through this church, You have been a dwelling place for us and 
our children for these one hundred ninety years.



Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.” 

Through this church, You have been a dwelling place for us and 
our children for these one hundred ninety years.

Friends, First Pres is a visible sign of God’s people coming together 
- the founders and builders, the dreamers and doers, countless good 
stewards of God’s grace with gifts given to share. For one hundred 
ninety years, time, talents, and treasures have been turned into praise, 
worship, study, service, and faith inspired by the Word of God to 
follow faithfully the Son of God, our Savior.

As we look back, may Your grace empower us to grow forward for 
the sake of Jesus Christ.

First Pres is fulfilling Jesus’ call to serve others - giving shelter in 
winter, offering meals for the hungry, building houses for the 
homeless, tending gardens to feed the hungry, building schools that 
transform nations, gathering clothes and tools for people in crisis, 
equipping Your people for the ministry of word, sacrament, and care. 
For one hundred ninety years, groups have gathered to serve - in ways 
large and small, seen and unseen, in boardrooms and classrooms and 
hospital rooms around the globe - to be the Light of the World that 
inspires and encourages others to have hope. 

As we look back, may Your grace empower us to grow forward for 
the sake of Jesus Christ.

First Pres comes together to seek a living faith that teaches the Word, 
asks questions, offers prayers, seeks understanding, and finds our 
way by following the way of Christ. As a community of compassion 
for one hundred ninety years, First Pres has offered ministries of care 
and concern, balm for the wounds of life, and hope for troubles of the 
heart and spirit.  

As we look back, may Your grace empower us to grow forward for 
the sake of Jesus Christ.

By grace, we remember the past and are humbled by the generosity 
of God. We recognize the work to which we are called in the present. 
Relying on Christ, we grow forward into a future that is securely in 
God’s hands.

As we look back, may Your grace empower us to grow forward for 
the sake of Jesus Christ.

In Christ’s name, we welcome all to this family of faith. Gathering us 
in love, our God sends us out to bear witness to the good news that 
the Lord is with us and for us, and all of creation. By grace, in all that 
we do and say, we pray that we might point beyond ourselves to the 
good news that we are God’s beloved, and nothing can separate us 
from the love of Christ Jesus, our Lord.



Through this church, You have been a dwelling place for us and 
our children for these one hundred ninety years. We give You 
all the years ahead. Shape us and mold us, hold us and sustain 
us, empower us and equip us to labor on for the sake of Christ. 
Thanks be to God!
          

WELCOME  Rev. Rogers (9:30)
   Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others sitting nearby.

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory (9:30/11:00)  VokalTotal Bielefeld                         
                                                               

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION (8:00)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

* HYMN 555 (Stanzas 1-2)     Now Thank We All Our God  
nun danket alle gott

                    
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,
To Father and to Son and Spirit now be given.
The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,
The God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.

* POSTLUDE (9:30)    Rudolf Innig, guest organist (Bielefeld)
                          

* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in word 
or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices (in the Sanctuary) and 
large-print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Sending
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TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Radio Worship is broadcast at 11:00  a.m., on WAAM (1600 
AM) and on the web (www.waamannarbor.com). 

We welcome the Reverend Dr. Scott Seay as our guest preacher for 
the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. Dr. Seay is Associate Professor of the 
History of Christianity and the Director of the Doctor of Ministry 
Program for Christian Theological Seminary, an institution of the 
Disciples of Christ in Indianapolis. Ordained in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), he has also been the pastor at Brown County 
Presbyterian Fellowship in Nashville, Indiana, since 2008. His degrees 
are from Wabash College, the University of Chicago Divinity School, 
Christian Theological Seminary, and Vanderbilt University. 

We thank VokalTotal for providing musical leadership this morning. 
VokalTotal is a youth choir from the German town of Bielefeld (North-
Rhine Westphalia). Comprising teenagers between the ages 14 and 20, 
many of whom began to sing at the age of 4 or 5, the choir performs a 
broad range of choral and sacral music. The group is traveling under the 
auspices of the Blue Lake International Exchange Program.

Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and 
newcomers, are invited to share in the life of the church. A full 
description of church events is online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If 
you have questions, please visit the Welcome Center, just outside the 
Social Hall. Greeting you there today are Carolyn Schultz and Barbara 
Mueller. Church Office volunteers are Ruth Weber and Pat and Bill 
Fuerstenau. Greeters are Al and Sheryl Powell, Doug and Carol 
Gottliebsen, Prue and Dale Heikkinen, and Marge Higley. Ushers are 
Bill Austin (head) and Marty Reineman at 8:00 a.m.; Bill Austin (head), 
Len Rezmierski (captain), Angela Yang, Bill Parker, and Katie Parker at 
9:30 a.m.; and Bill Austin (head), Ralph Winter (captain), and Jeanette 
Middleton at 11:00 a.m.

The prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds 
Chapel, to the right of the piano in the Sanctuary, after the 9:30 a.m. 
service. Following the 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. services a minister or prayer 
team member is available for prayer at the Communion Table. Prayer 
team members are Tom Brandt, Cary Tripp, Lynne Lande, and Pam 
Rinker. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
 – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

The chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Lt. Col. Michael 
Patrick McCarthy, USN, and Sarah Beatrice Thomas by Ozora McCarthy. 

Join us for a special Coffee Hour in celebration of our 190th 
anniversary outside (weather permitting) on the Circle Terrace 
immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Cookie bakers are 
Joann Freethy, Marge Higley, and Cindy Crawford.



Children’s Ministry Opportunities:
Childcare is available for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers at 9:30 and 
11:00 a.m. A combined Sunday School class is offered in Room 404 
for children, grades K-5, at 9:30 a.m.

ConnectEd Conversations are at 10:45 a.m. in the French Room/Library 
and are centered around today’s scripture reading, worship, and sermon. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Your help is needed for the Feeding Our Neighbors project to 
collect food after UM home football games. This annual project 
recovers almost 8,000 pounds of food which is delivered to Cass 
Community Services and Second Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in Detroit. Sign 
up during Coffee Hour or on the church website. For more information 
contact Don Redding (dredding58@yahoo.com). 

Our mature ministries program invites members and friends of all 
ages to attend a one-hour presentation, “Phone, Mail & E-Scams”, 
presented by Justine Bykowski of Michigan’s Consumer Education 
program. Join us Thursday, September 1, 10:45.a.m., in the Lewis Room to 
learn how to protect yourself. Sign up in the Church Office.

Mature Singles meet this Friday, August 26, 5:30 p.m., at Metzger’s 
German Restaurant, 305 Zeeb Road. All are welcome. 

A big thank you goes to UM senior Katrina Rayment and staff 
members Mike Wright and Adrian Prundeanu for repainting parking 
lines and giving us a cross walk to Forest Court to keep our community 
safe.

Volunteer for Alpha House, a local shelter for children and their 
families who are experiencing homelessness. First Pres will provide 
meals, childcare, and overnight support for children and families the week 
of September 12-18.  Sign up to help on the First Pres website or at Coffee 
Hour today.  If you have questions Lucie Audette, Anne Gere, or Nicole 
Jolliet will be happy to answer them. 

Question of the week: 
Armstrong reminds us in Chapter 9 that “a concern 
for everybody” lies at the heart of the compassionate 
life. Yet the stranger fills many of us with alarm and 
prevents us from “thinking intelligently or creatively.” 
When facing a threat, what must we do “to expand 
our horizons” and to think and act intelligently, 
creatively, and compassionately? 



Wednesday@First begins September 14. Read the September edition of 
our newsletter First Press for more information. This year’s opportunities 
include Story Song for preschoolers led by Debbie Mac Vey, Director of 
Children’s Education and Family Ministries, Awesome Adventures for 
elementary students led by Rev. Béghin, and a prayer group offered by 
Rev. Rogers starting at 5:15 p.m. Join us for dinner, devotions, music, and 
prayer at 6:00 p.m. If you did not receive the newsletter and would like to 
be added to the email list, please contact the Church Office.

Fall Youth Ministry Opportunities Beginning September 11:
Sunday School is a great place to meet new people, learn about God, 
and discover something new about yourself.  We begin at 9:20 a.m. with 
Munch & Mingle in the lower level hallway for Washtenaw Dairy Donuts 
and fellowship followed by classes which meet 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

Youth Choir, for youth in sixth through twelfth grades, rehearses 4:30 – 
5:30 p.m. in the Choir Room.

Youth Dinner is in the Founders/Curtis Rooms 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

Mids, our sixth – eighth grade youth group, meet 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
in the Curtis Room. Keystones, our high school youth group, meet 
6:00– 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.

See Director of Youth Ministry Rev. Dr. Jim Monnett with any questions 
about all the varied and exciting activities for youth.

First Pres Kids Read!           Four Feet, Two Sandals
Written by Karen Lynn Williams and Khadra Mohammed 
Illustrated by Doug Chayka

Summary: 
When relief workers bring used clothing to a refugee camp in
Pakistan, ten-year-old Lina is thrilled when she finds a sandal that fits her foot 
perfectly – until she sees that another girl has the matching shoe. Soon Lina and 
Feroza meet and decide it is better to share the sandals than for each to wear 
only one. Four Feet, Two Sandals honors the experiences of refugee children 
around the world whose daily existence is marked by uncertainty and fear.

Questions for Parents and Kids:
 1. Thinking about your friendships, in what ways are the children in this story  
  alike or different from you and your friends?
 2. Do you have a special reminder of a friend who has moved away? How do  
  you remember your friend?
3. How can you help someone new in your school, church, or neighborhood  
  feel welcome?



Ministry Through Music Opportunities:
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays in Monteith Hall. 
If you are interested in joining the Chancel Choir, contact Tom Granum. 
During August the Chancel Choir will sing for the 9:30 service. Beginning 
September 11, singers choose between the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services.

Chancel Choir presents:
Mozart Requiem, Sunday, November 6, 3:00 p.m.
Handel’s Messiah, Part 1 (selected choruses) Sunday morning, 
December 18
John Rutter’s Gloria prelude of the 5:00 /7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
services

Children’s Choir begins its new year Sunday, September 11, at 10:30 
a.m. Children’s Choir will rehearse every Sunday when Sunday School is 
scheduled. There will be no rehearsals on Family Sundays.

Other music ensembles are also beginning rehearsals.
Recorder Ensemble - today, Sunday, August 21, 12:15 p.m. 
Orchestra - Sunday, September 11, 2:00 p.m.
Youth Choir - Sunday, September 11, 4:30 p.m.
Sanctus Ringers Handbell Choir - Monday, September 12, 7:30 p.m.

The Aeolian Chorale under the direction of Marshall Dicks, and 
including First Pres member Tom Brandt, will present a summer concert 
in our sanctuary Sunday, August 28, 4:00 p.m. There is no charge for the 
concert, but a free-will offering will be received to defray the chorale’s 
expenses.


