
Making God’s Love Visible

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 16, 2020  

Following Christ  by Anneke Kaai



HYMN  301                                                   Let Us Build a House  twin oaks
                                               



Please know that, in 
recording all the parts of 
this liturgy –— spoken, 
sung and played —we 
have carefully observed 
responsible norms of 
social distancing.

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

The Call to Worship is a 
reminder to us that God 
is not distant or sleeping. 
God is not playing hard 
to get, and we are not 
on God’s last nerve. The 
Divine Presence,  the 
Creator, the Sovereign 
over all the earth, calls 
us to gather. In coming 
together, we meet the 
Triune God. The Lord 
promises to be there with 
us.

Hear those words not 
just as a welcome and a 
signal that the service is 
underway. Hear them as a 
reminder of the promise 
that God is near to God’s 
people and always will 
be. The Three-in-One, 
the One-in-Three is in the 
room, whatever room we 
are in!

GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY            Préambule     Louis Vierne
As the voluntary begins, let the time and the music help to center you for worship. 

                                   
WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH 

 FAITH IN ACTION                 Joining First Pres   Gail Grady
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       

One: Jesus said, “You are the light of the world; 
  let your light so shine before all.”
All:  Kindle in us, O God, the bright beacon of Your love –
      that the world may glimpse, in us, the tenderness of Your heart.
One: Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; let your faith season the world.”
All:  Awaken in us, O God, a taste for compassion and a commitment to  
  justice – that the world may savor, through us, 
  the comfort of Your care.
One: Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches; 
  let my joy fill your hearts.”
All:  Nourish in us, O God, the disciplines of beloved community –
  that we may recognize, in others, the wonder of our common 
  humanity. 
One: Jesus said, “I came that you might have life, and have it abundantly.”
All:  Stir up life within us, O God, as we offer our praises and our   
  prayers – that we may be vessels fit for the life and love of Jesus,
             poured out for the healing and hope of the world.

HYMN 301                                  Let Us Build a House  twin oaks
        This hymn is found on the preceeding page of this bulletin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious and loving God –
The old story of Your fashioning us from earth rings true: we are indeed, 
as scripture says, earthen vessels. Into us You have poured the blessing of 
life, grace upon grace. We acknowledge that we contain the life You 
bestow upon us imperfectly, incompletely; that we break easily – that we 
are prone to leaking.  Now, again, we ask Your forgiveness for our failures 
to hold the love and justice You have set before us.  Now, again, we name 
our desire to carry the grace and forgiveness with which You fill us to 
a world that aches to be made new. Help us not to lose heart; help us to 
take heart, we pray. As we offer our humble confession, renew our inner 
nature day by day, so that the life of Jesus may be visible in the vessel of us, 
and make of us – even us – a new creation –

SILENT CONFESSION



The Prayer for 
Illumination turns our 
attention to God to ask 
that we hear God’s word 
in order to better know 
God’s will for our lives. 

This summer we welcome 
children and youth as Lay 
Readers. Today’s reader, 
Harper Feyen, is the
daughter of Callie and 
Jesse Feyen.
               

             
KYRIE                              You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy! wayfaring stranger
              

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

PASSING OF THE PEACE

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

This is Stanza 2 of Hymn 649, Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound. 
        

                           PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
     
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING         Mark 4:26–34       
 This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.                                           

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES   
  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING   II Corinthians 4:1, 5–10, 16–18; 5:6–7
The grass withers; the flower fades— 
the word of our God endures forever. 

 
SERMON                                    What We Contain                                        

                                      

  



    
                                                             RESPONDING  
 

HYMN                                                        We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight  st. botolph
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
ST. BOTOLPH



OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Prayer of Dedication 

Offertory                      We’ve Come This Far by Faith   Albert A. Goodson
Refrain

We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord;
Trusting in His holy word, He’s never failed me yet.
Oh, can’t turn around, we’ve come this far by faith.

Don’t be discouraged when trouble’s in your life,
He’ll bear your burdens and move all misery and strife. 
That’s why we’ve… (Refrain)

Just the other day I heard someone say he didn’t believe in God’s word;
And He’s never failed me yet. That’s why we’ve… (Refrain)
   

  Doxology      lasst uns erfreuen
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

 

Use these offertory 
moments to savor 
your gratitude for the 
abundance of God’s 
love —and to consider 
your own response in 
loving service. As you 
consider making your 
offering, remember that 
the church’s regular
expenses continue in 
these difficult times. And 
the community around 
us needs your financial 
support: your faithful 
giving is like the breath of 
life to mission programs 
we love, neighbors in 
need, members who are 
hurting.  

Though circumstances 
prevent us from passing 
an offering plate, they 
also require that we not 
take a pass on doing 
what we can to keep our 
ministries healthy during 
this crisis. Thank you for 
your faithful generosity!

Ways to give: online on 
the First Pres homepage 
…  via “Text-to-Give” 
(855-904-1523) … use 
our Give+ app ... put a 
check in the mail ... or 
scan the QR code below.  
(Call Finance Manager 
Anna Miller if you need 
assistance.)



                                            SENDING

HYMN 840                                 When Peace Like a River  ville du havre
Please sign our virtual 
Friendship Pad.
If you are worshiping 
with us via YouTube, 
Facebook, or radio, either 
click below to let us know 
that you joined us for 
worship today or sign the 
pad on our website at 
https://bit.ly/2RIig2I

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved. 

Cover art: 
“Following Christ” is used 
with permission of the 
artist Anneke Kaai. The 
rising red line expresses 
love that follows the way 
of Christ, who asked his 
disciples to pick up their 
cross, to choose life and 
set their eyes on him 
alone. Christ’s way has a 
light side but at times also 
leads through the dark; 
it always has an eternal 
perspective.



New 
Beginnings

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Leaders of Worship:  Welcome – Mark Mares; Liturgists – Melissa Anne Rogers and Amy Ruhf; Children’s 
Message – Jay Sanderford; Preacher – Rick Spalding; Soloists – Leslie Smith, Kathy Wirstrom, Heidi Hess-Willis, 
David Magumba, and Benton DeGroot; Organist – Paul Haebig; Conductor – Dave VanderMeer; Videographer 
– Bill Hall; Sound technician – Rol Kibler

Our summer theme, “New Beginnings,” is focused on the ways that we are adapting to the changes in 
our lives brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. Contrary to popular opinion, we have not entered a “new 
normal”; rather, we have been given an opportunity to embrace our current situation and to focus on the 
new beginnings that affect our future. As we explore this theme throughout the summer, we will ground our 
exploration in gratitude for each new day and discern new ways to persevere in the face of adversity.

A prayer team is available to those who would like prayer either before or after this service. 
On Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and at noon you may enter the prayer room by clicking on this link — 
https://firstpresbyterian.org/event/prayer-team. Prayer team volunteers are Nancy Fox (9:00) and Linda 
Lampman (noon).

Join Rev. Rogers for a virtual Coffee Hour Sunday immediately following the Closing Voluntary. 
For the first 20–30 minutes, we have group conversation, and then we split into small groups. Around 11:15, 
Coffee Hour conversations end. If you have questions or need help, please contact Rev. Rogers. 
Today’s conversation prompt: Today’s text from II Corinthians speaks of “holding this treasure in earthen 
vessels.” Can you think of an “earthen vessel” or piece of pottery that has particular significance for you?
Click here to enter Coffee Hour: https://firstpresbyterian.org/event/virtual-coffee-hour

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Susan Rose Reynolds by her family who will always miss and 
cherish her.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                         

CLOSING RESPONSE                             
Now let us be united and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming word.
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

This is Stanza 3 of Hymn 733, We All Are One in Mission. 
                     

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                             Final      Charles Tournemire



An Invitation to Fall Kickoff Events at First Pres! Join us for Six Sundays of Fun!

We miss seeing you! While our Fall Kickoff at First Pres will be different from that of other years, 
it will still be fun, exciting, and informative. We hope you will join us for these socially distanced 
Sunday Celebrations.

September 6 Drive-through Ice Cream Social   11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Stay safely in your car as you drive through the First Pres parking lots, stopping at various stations 
where you will be warmly greeted by staff and members of the Congregational Life Committee. 
We will have detailed information to give you on future events as well as your choice of an 
individually wrapped ice cream treat. First Pres Black Lives Matter yard signs will be available.

September 13 Drive-through Kickoff Celebration  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Stay safely in your car as you drive through the First Pres parking lots, stopping at various stations 
where you will be warmly greeted by staff and members of the Congregational Life and 
Christian Formation Committees. A balloon arch will greet you. There will be free First Pres 
t-shirts for the first 200 people and informational brochures about Christian Formation classes for 
all ages. You won’t want to miss the “Peeps Live” station where you will have the opportunity 
to get out of your car briefly for a special photograph. You’ll do a slow drive to enjoy special live 
music before receiving a blessing from the pastoral staff. Final stop? “Coffee Hour,” of course! 
You’ll be offered an individually wrapped Washtenaw Dairy donut to enjoy on your ride home.

September 20 Outdoor Worship  4:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Pending final approval of Session, and following all governmental and health guidelines in 
place at the time, a socially distanced, brief service of worship will be offered on our front lawn. 
Attendance will be limited; watch for more information. (This is an additional service on 
September 20; the morning service will be offered via virtual platforms.) Please note that there 
will be only limited access to the building. Rain date will be September 27.

September 27    Drive-through Stewardship & Mission Kick-off    11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Stay safely in your car as you drive through the First Pres campus, stopping at various stations 
where you will be greeted by staff and members of the Stewardship and Mission Committees. 
There will be handouts including the 2021 stewardship tabloid and information about ongoing 
local mission projects. Take home kits will be offered for some hands-on activities.

October 4 Drive-through Family Sunday Kick-off           11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Celebrate World Communion Sunday with us. Families with children ages birth through high 
school are invited to stay safely in your car as you drive though the First Pres parking lots, stopping 
at various stations where you will be warmly greeted by members of the Christian Formation 
team. Families will pick up curriculum packets. There will be snacks and a creative photo 
opportunity.

October 11  Drive-in Worship: Blessing of the Animals Service  4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Welcome to the First Pres Drive-in! Stay safely in your car in the First Pres parking lot for a 
15-minute Blessing of the Animals service. Bring a pet with you, if you would like, or perhaps a 
photo of a pet. There will be treats for our animal AND our human friends, as well as another 
fun photo opportunity. There will be three services with limited participation. Watch for sign-up 
information.

Check our website and the weekly bulletin or call the Church Office (662-4466)
 for more information.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
It is a great time to consider membership! If you are a regular attender, you already “belong.” But 
formally joining a church means making a conscious decision to become a part of a community that is 
seeking to live out its faith in Jesus Christ in the world around us. In both real and by virtual means, it 
involves joining together with others who are trying to do the things that we believe Jesus would do if 
he were here today. As a family of faith, we work with others with the gifts that each of us possesses in a 
common effort to make this a better world. All are welcome to worship with us and participate in all of 
our programs and ministries. Becoming a member, though, means deciding to take on the responsibili-
ties of following Christ within and through this congregation, joining together with other members in a 
common witness to the love of God that has been made known to us in Christ. Though not impossible, it is 
very difficult to do that on our own without the support, encouragement, and assistance of fellow church 
members. You can join as a full member or an affiliate member (meaning your primary membership is held 
elsewhere). Join us from the comfort of your own home to learn more at the next online
membership class, TODAY, Sunday, August 16, at 11:00 a.m. Contact Rev. Rogers for the link to the 
class, and join staff and members for a vibrant conversation about all things First Pres and you!

“Planning Our Future Together! An essential part of calling a new Lead Pastor is seeking input from the 
congregation. A survey will be sent to members and friends of FPC the last week of August. This represents the 
biggest opportunity you will have for input to the report of the Self Study Group and to shape the work of the 
Pastor Nominating Committee — your responses will be very important in helping to determine the future of 
our church.

Celebrating 20 Years of Resident Ministry
This year the First Pres Resident Ministry Program celebrates its 20th anniversary. In conjunction with this 
milestone, updates from some of the 27 former Residents provide fresh insight into the enduring effects of our 
unique program on the formation of Presbyterian pastors and the positive impact on the wider Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) Today we hear from the Rev. Angela Ryo who served along with the Revs. Daniel Ervin and 
Emily Béghin from 2015 to 2017. Angela is pictured in the photo with her husband and children.

“As I come up on three years as an Associate Pastor for Christian Formation at Kirk 
in the Hills, I am both amazed and grateful at how much I use what I learned and 
experienced during my residency days. If there is a problem or if I’m stuck coming up 
with ideas, I put my “resident hat” on. I ask myself, “How would a resident approach 
this problem or build this program?” In other words, how would I think and act if I’m 
unconditionally loved by the congregation, supported in my failures and encouraged to 
innovate—just like a resident at First Pres? And what an amazing gift that is! It truly is a 
gift that gives me life and joy in ministry. Thank you!”

Presbyterian Women: Stay Connected! PW Moderator Ginny Bell sends out timely information in email 
blasts. All women may be added to the email list by contacting Ginny (virginiabell2013@gmail.com).

Everything about our response to Covid 19 can be found on our website and Facebook page. If you 
are not on our weekly email list and want to receive updates, subscribe at our website. 

Our church has been guided by our Pandemic Funeral/Memorial Policy which you can find on our 
website. All in-person gatherings for memorials, funerals, or interments are limited to ten people until further 
notice. Please contact Rev. Rogers if you have questions.

Please reach out by phone call, note, email, or Facebook messenger to those you are not seeing 
while our building is closed. We need one another now more than ever. If you are struggling or 
concerned and would like pastoral care, please call the Church Office, email Rev. Rogers, or submit 
your prayer request online. The Prayer Chain is actively praying for all prayer requests, lifting up joys as 
well as concerns.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
Please contact Rev. Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & Families, for information about the numerous 
ways youth are connecting at this time. Mark can be reached at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org.

Join us for our August BOOK READ. 
Join us as we engage in our final book read for summer -- a graphic novel, Superman 
Smashes the Klan, written by Gene Luen Yang. It’s a timely book with many themes to 
talk about together. Contact Rev. Mark to find out how to get the book for $10, and for 
more information.

Compassion Camp: Be Loved — Be Kind — Be You                                                               
Next Sunday, August 23 @ 11:00 a.m. via Zoom      

Join Rev. Mark & Beca as we bring summer “Camp” to your home with Yoga,   
t-shirts, music, art, conversation, and lots of fun! Rising 6th graders through  
rising 8th graders are invited to join us (MIDS), and High School students   
are invited to join us as leaders! Our goal is to cultivate compassion for each 
other, ourselves, and the world. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/
forms/compassionate-camp-summer-series/ 

Last Word Fridays — Children & Youth Parent Happy Hour — August 21
Rev. Mark Mares and Beca Torres-Davenport invite all parents of children and youth
to join us on Friday, August 21, at 8:00 p.m., for a virtual happy hour hangout. This 
will be a place to relax, kick back with your favorite summer beverage, and enjoy 
each other’s company as we spend time connecting. Keep an eye out for the Zoom link in your 
Children & Youth Ministry weekly emails. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Contact Beca Torres-Davenport (btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org), Coordinator of Children’s 
Education & Family Ministry, for information about opportunities to connect and resources for children 
and families. 

A Compassionate Summer: Be Loved — Be Kind — Be You                                 
Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/compassionate-camp-summer-series/ 
Next Sunday August 23,  children four years old and older are invited to join us for age-appropriate 
offerings as we explore themes of compassion through central scripture passages. Compassion Camp’s 
goal is to cultivate compassion for each other, ourselves, and the world. Join by Zoom links provided in 
Children, Youth and Family weekly emails. 

Bedtime Stories and Prayers — Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
We invite you to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresA2/) for a short 
livestream of a story and prayer each Thursday evening. Wear your jammies, enjoy your bedtime 
snack or drink, and snuggle down for a story. 

God’s Garden of Love Care Sign Up — Tuesday & Friday mornings We encourage families to 
sign up for one or two days of garden care (while practicing safe social distancing) throughout the 
summer. This will include watering, pulling weeds, and checking plants and produce as they grow. Not 
sure what to do? Help is available. Beca Torres-Davenport and a garden team will provide support as 
needed. Produce from the garden is being donated to local food shelters, pantries, and food-insecure 
community members. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4faaaf2daa8-first3

 THIS THIS 
WEEKWEEK  



CONGREGATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Tea with the Residents!
Join us every Monday morning at 10:00 a.m. via Facebook Live for a cup of tea and conversation. This 
time together includes prayer, a brief check-in, and a bit of conversation. See you then!

Take a mini-pilgrimage at Gallup Park here in Ann Arbor and explore your faith. We have 
prepared three walking guides with different themes that foster reflection as you walk the 1.35 (or 
1.65) mile trail at Gallup Park. We hope you will explore this new way to stay physically distant, enjoy 
the outdoors, and reflect on your journey. The guides and a park map may be found on our website.

Deacons will deliver home communion kits in September. If you would like a kit for 
communion on Sunday, September 6, please indicate on the friendship pad or contact your Deacon. 
Call the Church Office to learn your Deacon’s name if you are unsure.

Congregational Art Project: Create Peace Cranes
There are still kits available in the church office for pick-up or delivery. You are 
invited to fold origami peace cranes for an upcoming art installation for when we 
return to in-person worship. Kits include origami paper, folding instructions, and 
names of FPC members for whom you will offer a prayer as you write their name 
on the paper before folding. Kits are available in the Church Office on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 9:00 – 3:00. If you would prefer to have a kit 
delivered, contact DaveVanderMeer (dvandermeer@firstpresbyterian.org).

Visit our newest Virtual Art Exhibit by Rudolph (Rudy) Bostic. Rudolph Valentino Bostic was 
born in Savannah, Georgia. As a young boy, Rudy had few toys and resorted to 
making his own. At the age of 17, he was asked to draw some religious paintings 
to be displayed in the church. To save on expense, he used cardboard and house 
paint. Today, he is a prolific artist who still prefers the use of cardboard because 
of its smooth surface. Bostic is deeply religious and his favorite subjects are scenes 
from the Bible. Occasionally, however, he branches out into something he has 
seen on television — circus animals, cowboys, and Paris or Venice. He has great 
enthusiasm for his art and loves to share his vision with others. To visit the Virtual 
Art Exhibit, click this link: https://rudolphbostic.weebly.com/

Join a Social Justice Initiative devoted to climate change issues today, at 12:15 p.m., via Zoom. 
Are you passionate about recycling or fossil fuel usage and global impact? Are you interested in 
creating a water garden on our First Pres campus or in pondering the use of solar energy in our facility? 
We’ll watch a short film and begin imagining how to make an impact in our First Pres community and 
in our city and county. If you are interested, contact Rev. Sanderford (jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.
org).

Strengthening Ourselves & Strengthening Others — Virtual Conversations
Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-noon-conversations/

 Wednesday, August 19, noon to 1:00 p.m.
 Wednesday, September 16, noon to 1:00 p.m.

This enrichment series provides opportunities to gather and discuss ways to strengthen and grow in 
faith and beyond. Leaders Beth Steward, Jane Dutton, and Diane Hockett will focus on personally
connecting people who attend the discusson and encouraging each person’s voice to be heard.

Canoeing Trip – next Sunday, August 23, at 3:00 p.m.
The Christian formation team invites you to join us for a physically-distanced, safe trip down the Huron 
River in August. Rev. Sanderford will lead us as we gather together, enjoy God’s beautiful creation, and 
paddle our way on the waters as our summer winds down. Contact Rev. Mares or Rev. McGowan for 
more information. Sign up at https://firstpresbyterian.wufoo.com/forms/canoe-trip/       

 THIS THIS 
WEEKWEEK  



ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

What is Good? Finding the Good in The Good Place
Join Revs. Frazier and McGowan every Sunday in August at 12:15 p.m. via Zoom for a dynamic 
discussion on how to be good using clips from the TV show, The Good Place. Each week, we will look 
at a different character in the show, exploring how they try to be good and how we might learn (and 
laugh) from their (mis)adventures. Note: The first 3 seasons of The Good Place are available on Netflix; 
watching the first season is not required but recommended. Contact Rev. Frazier or Rev. McGowan for 
the Zoom link.

Explore The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg. The class will be led by the Rev. Ed Koster via 
Zoom on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m., through September 15. Information about class registration is found 
on our website. Books are available for sale in the Church Office for $15. Join the class at this Zoom 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83848544695

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Support the Hunger Ministries Programs of the Presbytery of Detroit in August. 
Non-perishable food may be placed in the collection bins provided at the Memorial Garden entrance 
to the church Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 to 3:00. Financial donations may be made online 
(www.firstpresbyterian.org/donate) or may be mailed to the church. Please note the purpose of your 
check on the memo line. 

An opportunity for ministry at Alpha House, a shelter for families experiencing 
homelessness, is available the week of August 30 – September 6. Sign up online. If you have 
questions, contact Gail Einhaus (gail@einhaus.us), Ruth Jensen (ruthannjensen@gmail.com), or Anne 
Gere (argere@umich.edu).

SAVE THE DATE!

Mature Singles are again enjoying dinners in restaurants on Friday evenings, but planning only 
one or two weeks at a time. Please call Marcy (995–2519) if you would like more information.

Mature Singles will hold a Labor Day picnic on Monday, September 7, at Lillie Park South at 
1:00 p.m. All are invited. Contact Marcy for more information.

Enjoy an Outdoor Labyrinth Walk. On Sundays, August 30, September 27, and November 1, you 
are invited to participate in this spiritual practice in the field behind the home of Kurt and Kathy Hillig, 
off Ellsworth Road. Ten people may sign up per hour between 1:00 and 6:00 p.m. This is a socially 
distanced, safe opportunity to enjoy the presence of God and one another. Sign up to participate at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f45a4ac283-walk

Join us the first Tuesday of each month for “Grief Conversations.” The next meeting will
 be September 1, at 11:00 a.m., online. We are all in grief over something — the loss of a loved one, 
the loss of expectations, the loss of life as we knew it to be, the loss of our relationships and close 
connections, the loss of our physical strength and “invincibility” that we once seemingly enjoyed. Once 
a month, for an hour, we gather to share a bit more about our individual losses, and ponder what we 
can learn of loss, live, love, and the language of letting go and moving forward in life. There is no 
closure, but there is companionship. Contact Rev. Rogers (mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org) for the link 
(and more information) to join our conversation as we compassionately care for one another.

Journeys Book & Bible Study will meet via Zoom this fall on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each 
month. The first meeting will be Thursday, September 10, at 11:30 a.m. For more information, 
contact Rev. Frazier (afrazier@firstpresbyterian.org).
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