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Making God’s Love Visible

Holy Ground by Lauren Wright Pittman



[This hymn immediately follows the Call to Worship on the next page of the bulletin.]

 HYMN 664                                               Morning Has Broken bunessan
  

Stanza 4 by Brennan Blue:

After the heartache
May we know healing.
Where there are high stakes
May we show grace. 
Praise for the singing, 
Praise for the grieving. 
Praise for life springing fresh from despair.
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Morning Has Broken
CELEBRATING TIME

664

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1931, alt.
MUSIC: Gaelic melody; arr. Beverly A. Howard, 2012
Text © David Higham Assoc., Ltd.
Music Arr. © 2012 Beverly A. Howard

BUNESSAN
5.5.5.4.D

This 20th-century text was created to provide words for this traditional tune named for a small village on the

treated as a re-creation of the promise of the original day.
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GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY   
 Earth Carol from St. Francis Suite     Richard Purvis

As the voluntary begins, let the time and the music help to center you for worship. 
                                    
WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH  

 CALL TO WORSHIP                       
One:  In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,
  the name of Christ, the pulse of life,
  and the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. 
All:   All peoples of our planet:
  Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. 
One:   Christ, we come into your presence today,
  to worship in this sanctuary called Earth.
All:   Holy! Holy! Holy!
  The land is filled with your presence.
One:   We join the land as it trembles before God:
All:   with tremors and earthquakes,
  whirlwinds and volcanoes.
One:   We invite the farmlands to sing with us:
All:   wheat fields, orchards and vineyards,
  red gums, gardens and wetlands.
One:   We invite the ground to stir deep below:
All:   life-giving microbes restoring the soil,
  beetles and worms preparing our food.
One:   We celebrate the song of the soil!
All:   Sing, soil, sing!

 HYMN 664                               Morning Has Broken bunessan
      (This hymn is found on the previous page of this bulletin.)

              
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, our Creator, we celebrate your vibrant presence among us and our 
kin in creation, especially in the soil, the fields, and the land. Lift our 
spirits to celebrate with the land, the flowers of the field and all the 
creatures of the countryside. Thank you, God, for soils that sustain our 
life. We remember and rejoice.

We also remember and confess. We confess we have become alienated 
from Earth and cleared much of the life from the land in our garden 
planet. We have killed living soils with excessive chemicals. We have 
turned fertile fields into lifeless salt plains. We have cleared rich lands of 
wildlife. We have swallowed Earth’s resources for our own gain. We seek 
your forgiveness, O God. We pray in the name of Christ, who reconciles 
and renews all things in creation. 

SILENT CONFESSION

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

The opening voluntary 
is from the St. Francis 
Suite by Richard Purvis, 
organist and choirmaster 
at Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco, from 1947 to 
1971. The Earth Carol was 
inspired by this text from 
the Hymn of Saint Francis: 
“Praised be our God for 
our mother the Earth, the 
which doth sustain and 
keep us, and bringeth 
forth diverse fruits and 
flowers of many colours, 
and green grass.”

Today’s cover art is 
Holy Ground, a painting 
inspired by Exodus 3:1–15. 
Artist Lauren Wright 
Pittman writes: “In this 
piece, I imagine that the 
leaves and flames of 
the burning bush image 
God’s words for Moses. 
I have depicted God’s 
message through symbols 
and imagery that start 
in the center and radiate 
out. The words in bold 
point to particular details 
I have rendered. I invite 
you to look for the ways 
God’s words might be 
translated visually: ‘God’s 
eyes have seen the 
misery of God’s people. 
The Israelites have cried 
out in the midst of their 
oppression, and God 
knows their suffering. 
God’s hope is for Moses 
to bring the Israelites to 
a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and Moses 
will know it is God who 
called him. When they 
are out of Egypt they 
shall worship God on this 
mountain (Exodus 3: 
7–12).’”
 



KYRIE                            land of rest

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  As we come home to Earth, 
   As we seek to love our home, 
   As we seek to care for our kin,
People:  Glory to God in the highest! 
   And on Earth, peace with all creation!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      
O for the wonderful love he has promised,
Promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned,
He has mercy and pardon,
Pardon for you and for me.
“Come home, come home!
You who are weary, come home.”
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling.
Calling, “O sinner, come home!”

This is Stanza 3 of Hymn 418 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling.
                                                     

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     Evan Richert
    
OLD TESTAMENT READING           Psalm 8                       

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.                                           

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES   
  

NEW TESTAMENT READING         Luke 10:25–37                  
The grass withers; the flower fades— 
the word of our God endures forever. 

 
SERMON                                   Gaining (dis)Traction                 Rev. Brennan Blue

                                      

The Prayer for 
Illumination turns our 
attention to God to ask 
that we hear God’s word 
in order to better know 
God’s will for our lives. 

Evan Richert is a new 
First Pres member who 
just joined with the 2020 
Confirmation Class. 
Congratulations and 
welcome, Evan! Evan is 
the son of Chad and Lori 
Richert.

The liturgical color of 
Eastertide is white, 
and sometimes gold. It 
represents joy and purity, 
and is also used for the 
season of Christmas, 
All Saints Sunday, and 
Sundays directly reflecting 
the life of Jesus, such as 
Baptism of the Lord and 
Epiphany. 



This text and tune 
were written to conclude 
a hymn festival at the 
2009 Annual Conference 
of The Hymn Society in 
the United States and 
Canada. Four parables 
framed both the festival 
and the hymn: the 
Mustard Seed, the 
Prodigal Son, the Good 
Samaritan, and the Ten 
Bridesmaids.

    
                                    RESPONDING  
 

HYMN 771                           What Is the World Like       new world             
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What Is the World Like
JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

771

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2009
MUSIC: Sally Ann Morris, 2009
Text and Music © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc.

NEW WORLD
10.10.10.10 

This text and tune were written to conclude a hymn festival at the 2009 Annual Conference of The Hymn
Society in the United States and Canada. Four parables framed both the festival and the hymn: the Mustard
Seed, the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, and the Ten Bridesmaids.
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory                                     Planting, Reaping     Kathy Powell
                Lorna Hildebrandt, Leslie Smith, Heidi Hess-Willis, 

David Magumba, Benton DeGroot, and Kelly McDermott, flute
(Refrain)

Planting, reaping, every cycle starts anew,
Rising out of furrows we trod.
Planting, reaping, we are seed and sower, too,
Bringing forth a harvest for God. 

Seed can fall upon a pathway, 
Risking hunger of a bird.
May we never risk to evil
loss of God’s most holy word. (Refrain)

Seedlings droop where soil is rocky,
Lacking nourishment to thrive.
Let the word of God be nourished, 
So in us it stays alive. (Refrain)

See may tangle in the briars;
Stunted is the fruit it bears.
Let us keep God’s word within us 
Free of tangled daily cares. (Refrain)

Likened to the seed in rich soil,
We shall bear, as we are told,
Through a generous and good heart,
Ripened fruit one hundred-fold. (Refrain)

                                                                                                                                                                                             
Doxology     lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures high and low; Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God in Jesus fully known; 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one: Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

   Prayer of Dedication 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Use these offertory 
moments to breathe 
in God’s peace and 
breathe out gratitude 
in the form of 
prayerful praise and 
tangible acts of 
service. The church’s 
regular expenses 
continue in these difficult 
times. And the 
community around us 
needs your financial 
support: your faithful 
giving is like the breath of 
life to mission programs 
we love, neighbors in 
need, members who are 
hurting. And if you’re 
wondering what more 
you can do, don’t forget 
the special Love Made 
Visible Covid-19 Response 
appeal, launched just this 
week to support 
unforeseen needs and 
expenses related to the 
pandemic. 

Though circumstances 
prevent us from passing 
an offering plate, they 
also require that we not 
take a pass on doing 
what we can to keep our 
ministries healthy during 
this crisis. Thank you for 
your faithful generosity!

Ways to give: online on 
the First Pres homepage 
…  via “Text-to-Give” 
(855-904-1523) … use 
our Give+ app ... put a 
check in the mail ... or 
scan the QR code below.  
(Call Finance Manage 
Anna Miller if you need 
assistance.)



                                            SENDING

HYMN 741                                           Guide My Feet guide my feet
Please sign our 
virtual Friendship Pad.
If you are worshiping 
with us via YouTube, 
Facebook, or radio, 
either sign the pad on 
our website (www.
firstpresbyterian.org) 
or click here
https://bit.ly/2RIig2I
to let us know that you 
joined us for worship 
today.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                
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Guide My Feet
DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

741

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; harm. Wendell P. Whalum, c. 1984
Music Harm. © Estate of Wendell P. Whalum

GUIDE MY FEET
8.8.8.10

This African American spiritual is based on the imagery of “the race that is set before us” in Hebrews 12:1–2.
Its call-and-response structure allows for the improvisation and addition of stanzas related to an athletic
metaphor that is as vivid today as it was centuries ago.

2    Hold my hand …
3    Stand by me …
4    I’m your child …

5    Search my heart …
6    Guide my feet …

6/6/13
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE            

 Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! wie lieblich ist der maien
                              (Psalm 148)

                                                              
This is stanza 4 of Hymn 17.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY           
Gigue from Componimenti Musicali, Suite No. 4 in B-flat Major 
  Gottlieb Muffat
 

 
 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof!  

This Eastertide we join together as caretakers of God’s creation to explore 
issues related to ecology and climate justice and how we can continue to 
be stewards and caretakers of God’s marvelous creation. We welcome you 
to our series entitled, “New Creation: Green Faith Rising —Hope in a 
Time of Climate Change.”  

What does climate change mean to you? Are you scared or 
discouraged, angry or indifferent? And what does it have to do 
with our Christian faith? For these seven weeks following Easter, 
join our intergenerational exploration of our environmental crisis that will 
include focused worship services, hands-on activities, and guest speakers. 

For our Green Faith Rising Series “Living with Hope in a Time of Climate Change,” members of our
congregation have been asked to share their photographs throughout our online worship services. 
We thank Fritz Schafer for sharing his work with us today.

This paraphrase of 
Psalm 148 reflects the 
spirit of praise linking 
Psalms 146–150. Of 
the two great themes 
found in these final five 
psalms—creation and 
deliverance—this psalm 
focuses on the former. 

Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved. 

Cover art copyright: 
© Lauren Wright Pittman; 
used with permission of 
the artist.
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Sing Praise to God, You Heavens!
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Today First Pres welcomes the Rev. Brennan Blue, Pastor of St. Luke Presbyterian Church in 
Minnetonka, Minnesota, as our guest preacher for our 2020 Resident Ministry Alumni Sunday.  
Brennan grew up in Metro Detroit, attending the University of Michigan and Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. His first call was here to First Pres in 2011 as a Resident Minister along with colleagues Mary Elizabeth 
Prentice-Hyers and Evans McGowan. After Ann Arbor, he served as an Associate Pastor at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis. At St. Luke, Brennan finds joyful home for his progressive theology, love 
of community and commitment to care. Brennan lives with his wife, Laura, and daughter, Avery, in a little blue 
house in South Minneapolis with fruit trees and a lively young dog.

In 2000, First Pres, with the support of the Lilly Endowment, launched our Resident Ministry Program. Lilly’s 
generous grants funded our Residency experiment for more than ten years. Now our own Resident Ministry 
Endowment produces virtually all the funds necessary to propel this dynamic program forward. Since 2000, 30 
pastors have spent the first two years of their pastoral careers at First Pres preparing to flourish as leaders in 
ministry. Residents have given tremendous gifts of service to our congregation and we are forever grateful to 
these women and men. To the hundreds of First Pres members who contributed to the Residency Endowment, 
we are thankful for your expression of devotion to First Pres and this distinctive ministry.   

Celebrating 20 Years of Resident Ministry
Rev. Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers recently took the Locum or 
Interim Minister position at Portland Parish Church in Troon, 
Scotland. In this position she enjoys preaching and pastoral care. 
She remains active with her two boys Finlay (6) and Angus (3) 
who enjoy rugby, tennis, European football, and throwing rocks 
in the  Lochs of Scotland. Dave and Mel live on the west coast of 
Scotland and enjoy serving the Church of Scotland in Troon, but 
most importantly enjoy the laughter provided by their family. 
Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers, Brennan Blue, and Evans McGowan 
were residents together from 2011–2013.

A prayer team is available to those who would like prayer following this service. At 10:30 a.m. and at 
noon on Sundays you may enter the prayer room via the home page of our website (https://firstpresbyterian. 
org/event/prayer-team). Click the link there to receive prayer from this great team of prayer-givers:
Nancy Fox and Jeanette Kibler at 10:30 a.m. and Pamela Rinker and Bruce Thomson at noon.

Join Rev. Rogers and other staff members for a virtual Coffee Hour each Sunday immediately 
following the Closing Voluntary. For the first 20–30 minutes, we have group conversation, and then we split 
into small groups of about eight people. At 11:15, Coffee Hour conversations end so that all can be ready for 
11:30 Adult Education. If you have questions or need help, please contact Rev. Rogers. This week’s topic is 
“How has the Resident Ministry Program made a personal difference in your life and the life of 
your family?”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Help celebrate graduation! Tomorrow, Monday, May 18, is the deadline to submit video 
messages to honor our 2020 high school and college graduates. Please send your videos to 
Rev. Johnson (kjohnson@firstpresbyterian.org). The year has been filled with uncertainty, however, one thing 
we are certain of is that we have reasons to celebrate. We invite you to record a 10–15 second message telling 
us who you are and offering your best wishes and words of encouragement for our 2020 high school and 
college graduates. We encourage families to participate together in making a group video message.

A Virtual Art Exhibit based on our Green Faith Rising Series: Living with Hope in an Age of Climate 
Change is now available via our website. Many thanks to the following artists and photographers: Robin 
Agnew, Fred Beutler, Lois Bryant, Sue Dempsey, Jean Barnes Downs, Kathy and Kurt Hillig, Leslie Johnson, 
Virginia Koster, Aidan and Chloe Majorprice, Carol Pawloski, Dick Rigterink, Fritz Schafer, and Scott Strodtman.



Midweek Mindfulness Meditation is offered on Wednesdays at noon through May 27. 
Spend 30 minutes focusing your mind to live in the moment with help from Moderator Deanne 
Woodruff. The purpose is to get close to God and open oneself to the Holy Spirit, as you live your one 
and only life, even in reduced social distanced circumstances. Today is worth living and exploring, to 
celebrate God’s gifts. All are welcome; no experience is necessary. Contact Sandy Talbott (stalbott@
firstpresbyterian.org) for more information.

Covid-19 Love Made Visible Appeal. We’ve heard from many in the congregation who’ve been 
asking, “how can I give in a way that will help the church respond in this time of crisis?” The Session 
has created a way for you to give to a special appeal that will support two facets of our current ministry 
that we couldn’t have budgeted for before the crisis hit: our humanitarian efforts to support local 
partner agencies who assist and support some of our most vulnerable neighbors, and our technolog-
ical efforts to move our worship services, events and programs into a more accessible and sustainable 
digital format. You’re welcome to allocate any special gifts to this Love Made Visible Appeal to either 
of these efforts, or to both of them (undesignated gifts will be directed 2/3 toward the humanitarian 
efforts and 1/3 toward the technological efforts). See the note on the Offertory page of this bulletin for 
information about How to Give. Thank you so much for your help in this time of great need. 

Everything about our response to Covid 19 can be found on our website and Facebook page. 
If you are not on our weekly email list and want to receive updates, subscribe at our website. 

If you are in need of a face mask for yourself or family members, please contact your 
chapel deacon to obtain a mask made by a First Pres sewing volunteer. If you don’t know 
who your deacon is, please contact Deacon Coordinator, Doug Gottliebsen (dagottlieb@aol.com). 

Please keep in touch with those you are not seeing while First Pres is closed. We need 
one another now more than ever. We need to hear one another’s voices by phone, mail, email, 
and text message.

If you are struggling or concerned and would like pastoral care, please call the Church 
Office, email Rev. Rogers, or submit your prayer request online. The Prayer Chain is actively 
praying for all prayer requests, lifting up joys as well as concerns.

CO-votionals: Sheltering in the Refuge of God’s Heart. Brief daily email devotionals are 
available to uplift us in a time of despair, darkness, and fear. These spiritual reflections, written by 
our members, are based on scriptures, hymn texts, and poems. Subscribe on our website. 
Questions? Want to write? Contact Rev. Rogers (mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org).

In families where there is a member with mental illness, caregivers may find life 
particularly hard. During this time of sheltering-in-place, we have two Stephen Ministers with 
particular experience in this area who are willing to listen and care. Please reach Rev. Rogers to access 
those caregivers for yourself. To all, please pray for those who are challenged with mental illness as we 
endure this time of quarantine.

Opportunities for children and families: Please contact Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of 
Children’s Education & Family Ministry, for information about opportunities to connect and 
resources for children and families. Beca can be reached at btorres-davenport@firstpresbyterian.org.

Opportunities for youth and families: Please contact Rev. Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & 
Families, for information about the numerous ways youth are connecting at this time. Mark can be 
reached at mmares@firstpresbyterian.org.

Opportunities for college students: Our undergraduate campus ministry, UKirk@UMich, continues 
to meet online, Sundays @ 12:30 p.m. for College Lunch and Wednesdays @ 8:00 p.m. for Small Group. 
Please contact Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org) for more information. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATES FROM THE FIRST PRES FAMILY!

Miles Barber, BS in Physics from Central Michigan University. Miles is the grandson of Sara 
VanderVoort.

John Butz, Juris Doctor from Northwestern University. John is the son of David and Heidi Butz.

Julia Butz, MBA from the University of Chicago. Julia is the daughter of David and Heidi Butz.

Sheridan Cole, BA in Public Policy, from the University of Michigan. Sheridan is a member of UKirk.

Andrea Doa, BBA in General Business/Sports Management from Grand Valley State University. 
Andrea is the daughter of Mike and Ann Doa.

Christina Fosheim-Hoag, MS in Computer Science from the Univeristy of Michigan. Christina is the 
daughter of Robin Fosheim and Dan Hoag.

Marina Geider, Master’s of Sociology from Western Michigan University. Marina is the daughter of 
Suzanne and Greg Geider.

Charles Gerrard, BSE in Computer Science from the University of Michigan. Charles is a member of 
UKirk.

Maggie Ginzinger, BS in Statistics from California Polytechnic Institute. Maggie is the granddaughter 
of Jeannette Middleton.

Grace Heidorn, BA in Social Relations and Public Policy from Michigan State University. Grace is the 
daughter of Jon Heidorn and Deborah Kop.

Katherine Hoekstra, BS in Physics from the University of Michigan. Katherine is a member of UKirk.

Jonah Hurley, BA from Savannah College of Art and Design. Jonah is the grandson of Jeannette 
Faber.

Alex Jolliet, MS in Information Assurance from Eastern Michigan University. Alex is the son of Olivier 
and Nicole Jolliet. 

Jenna King, BS in Mathematics from the University of Michigan. Jenna is the daughter of Cindy and 
Chris King.

Amy Kirk, MEd from the Universtiy of Florida. Amy is the granddaughter of Sandra McDonald.

John Kunec, BA in Economics from Kalamazoo College. John is the son of Jen and Rob Kunec.

Margaret Lindauer, Juris Doctor from the John Marshall Law School, University of Illinois-Chicago. 
Margaret is the daughter of Amy and Jason Lindauer.

Margaret Mooney, BA in the Arts and Humanities from Michigan State University. Margaret is the 
daughter of Ingrid Charlson and the granddaughter of Eleonora Charlson.

Lauren Nash, BS in Biological Engineering from Purdue University. Lauren is the daughter of Susan 
and Tom Nash.

Madeline Perrett, BS in Biology from The Ohio State University. Madeline is the daughter of 
Margaret and John Perrett.

Jen Peters, MFA in Dance from the University of Michigan.

Shawn Roberts, BS in Aerospace Engineering and Physics from the Univeristy of Michigan. Shawn is 
the son of MaryLou and Brian Roberts.

Sara Robinson, Doctor of Medicine from Central Michigan University College of Medicine. Sara is the 
daughter of Linda and Mark Robinson.

Aracell Sanchez, BA in Journalism and Cinema Studies from New York University. Aracell is the 
granddaughter of Sandra McDonald.



Coby Sanchez, BFA in Film and Television Production from New York University. Coby is the grandson 
of Sandra McDonald.

Alan Stahl, BSE in Computer Science from the University of Michigan. Alan is the son of Jennifer and 
Gary Stahl.

Emily Steward, MFA from the Univeristy of Hawaii. Emily is the daughter of Beth and Clinch
Steward.

Anna Swindle, BA in Communications from Michigan State University. Anna is the daughter of 
Martin and Connie Swindle.

Holden Tamblyn, BS in Managerial Economics from the University of California - Davis. Holden is the 
son of Diane and Pat Tamblyn.

Hunter Van der Voort, BS in Mechanical Engineering from Tennessee Technical University. Hunter is 
the grandson of Sara VanderVoort.

Alex Warman, BA in Communications from Albion College. Alex is the son of Brenda and Ron 
Warman and the nephew of Joyce and Dan Himebaugh.

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Join us for Living with Hope in an Age of Climate Change, an intergenerational, 
interactive series. Today’s presentation is “Little Seeds, Big Change.” Beca Torres-Davenport, 
Coordinator of Children’s Education and Family Ministry, will lead an intergenerational planting 
activity and discussion group with local master gardener, Deanna White, who uses her talents in the 
community teaching classes through Growing Hope and local Ypsilanti schools. Her presentation by 
Zoom begins at 11:30 a.m. A recording of the presentation will be accessible via the First Pres YouTube 
site after 2:00 p.m. To attend the live class, click on the image on the website. 
 
The Bible @ 9:30 meets this afternoon at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom. All are welcome to join the 
discussion to explore the big ideas of the Christian faith as the group studies Ezra and Nehemiah. 
Email Rev. Ed Koster (ehkoster@aol.com) for Zoom connection information.

Presbyterian Women Gathering is this Wednesday, May 20. The virtual gathering begins with 
Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. Following Bible Study Ginny Rezmierski will highlight the Circles Program. 
Lifetime Membership Awards will be presented to Katie Beery, Joan Bentz, Eleonora Charlson, and 
JoAnn Freethy. If you want to meet via Zoom, please contact Rev. Johnson (kjohnson@firstpresbyterian.
org) or Virginia Bell (virginiabell2013@gmail.com). 

Join a book group reading Jim Antal’s Climate Church, Climate World. Groups meets virtually 
via Zoom every two weeks through June 5. The next meeting is this Friday, May 22, 3:30–5:00 p.m. 
Please sign up on the website. Jim Antal will preach for us on May 31, Pentecost Sunday.

Journeys Book & Bible Study meets virtually on Zoom on the second and fourth Thursday of the 
month at 11:30 a.m. Contact Rev. Frazier (afrazier@firstpresbtyerian.org) for more information. 

Presbyterian Women: Ways to Stay Connected: PW Moderator Ginny Bell will continue to send 
out timely information in email blasts. We invite all women of the church to be added to the emails. 
Just let Ginny know at virginiabell2013@gmail.com. We encourage all who might be on Facebook to 
like the First Pres Facebook page. 

The Spiritual Writing Group invites your participation! Have you ever wanted to be creative 
with words? Have you found it so difficult to just sit down quietly and write a memory to share?  
During “social distancing“ we are sharing our creative work and our discussion of these shared 
writings by email. You won’t even have to leave your home to participate. If you wish to join us please 
contact Meg Brown (lmegbrown@gmail.com).



Take a mini-pilgrimage at Gallup Park here in Ann Arbor and explore your faith. We have 
prepared three walking guides with different themes that foster reflection as you walk the 1.35 (or 
1.65) mile trail at Gallup Park. We hope you will explore this new way to stay physically distant, enjoy 
the outdoors, and reflect on your journey. The guides and a park map may be found our on website.

Are you passionate about climate change isssues? First Pres is forming a Social Justice Group 
which you are invited to join. Contact Rev. Sanderford (jsanderford@firstpresbyterian.org) for more 
information.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Support Food Gatherers in May. Food Gatherers, the backbone of the food supply chain for every 
program, agency and ministry in our city and county needs additional food and support to keep up 
with increased demand because of the coronavirus. Canned food and other staples may be dropped 
off at First Pres Monday-–Thursday, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Financial gifts may be made by check or online 
(www.firstpresbyterian.org/donate). 

Alpha House Families: With the families at Alpha House sheltering in place, lunches are now being 
provided by congregations and community groups. Support of the homeless is considered an essential 
service. If you’d like to help out, contact Volunteer Coordinator Mark Heffner (249–9227).  

Thrive Juicery Support for Our Local Emergency Room Medical Personnel: You can help 
provide immune-boosting, raw, cold-pressed juice to the amazing ER medical staff. For each dollar 
donated, Thrive Juicery will match the donation in juice. Deliveries will be made daily to the UM and St. 
Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor Hospitals. Call 585-5221 or donate online (https://www.thrive-juicery.com/).

Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass:  Help our Suds ‘n Sheets Campaign for Cass Community Social 
Services. Please bring your donations of paper towels and laundry detergent, items always in demand 
at Cass, and drop them off in in the bins outside the Memorial Garden entrance Monday–Thursday, 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. This collection of basic items assists the Cass Community in a particularly fragile 
time. Financial gifts may be made by check or online (www.firstpresbyterian.org/donate). 

SAVE THE DATES!
We are not sure how long our hiatus from gathering in person for worship and events will 
continue. In the uncertainty of this time we urge you to check our website frequently for 
updates and read all communications from First Pres. 

Monthly Taizé Prayer Service — Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 p.m. 
Our monthly Taizé prayer service continues virtually. Worship with us with sung and chanted prayers, 
meditation, a period of silence, liturgical readings, and icons. There is no preaching. The service will 
be available via YouTube and Facebook.

Sunday afternoons in June — “Cancer: Now What?” 
The class will use Cancer: Now What?, a book by Kenneth C. Haugk, founder of Stephen Ministries, as 
a discussion resource. Contact Rev. Rogers if you are interested. 

Sunday, June 14 — Good Reads Virtually! 
Best-selling author William Kent Krueger joins us for a virtual book reading and conversation at 2:00 
p.m. via Zoom to read from his most recent novel, This Tender Land. A question and answer period, 
moderated by our own Robin Agnew, will follow the reading.
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