
EPIPHANY SUNDAY
January 5, 2020  •  9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

Making God’s Love Visible

Adoration of the Magi by He Qi



GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY        L’Orgue Mystique, Op. 55, No. 7  
                                 Offertory and Communion for Epiphany

Charles Tournemire
  As the opening voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself for worship.     
                                    
LIFE IN THE CHURCH  Rev. Sanderford (9:30)

 Andrew Frazier (11:00)

FAITH IN ACTION (9:30)     Adult Education
                                            
* CALL TO WORSHIP    (adapted from Isaiah 42:1–9)         Dr. Pauw (9:30)                 

One: Here is my servant, whom I uphold; 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights,
All:     who will not grow faint until he has established justice in the   
 earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
One:  Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched   
 them out, who gives breath to the people on earth and spirit   
 to those who walk in it:
All:     “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
One:  I have given you as a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are   
 blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon.
All:     I am the Lord; see, the former things have come to pass, and   
 new things I now declare; before they spring forth, 
 I tell you of them.”
                                                                               

* HYMN 151                     We Three Kings of Orient Are     kings of orient
The congregation will sing Stanzas 1 and 5, and all Refrains.     

Stanza 2: Andrew Frazier; Stanza 3: Benton DeGroot; Stanza 4: David Magumba      
                                                                                                     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God —This is the season that reminds us to consider the 
meanings of your appearance among us. The magi followed signs 
and portents to the place of your birth, and gave what they could to 
the family that provided your earthly home. We confess that we have 
been slow to attend to signs that point to your presence in this world, 
and less generous than we might be to those who suffer the tyranny 
of poverty. Forgive us, we pray, when we have been indifferent to the 
light and truth that always breaks forth from your Word. Send us 
home from our every encounter with the love of Jesus by a different 
way, a new way of healing and hope-making—for we pray in his name, 
and open ourselves in this silence to his touch in our hearts and 
minds. . . 

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Please join in reading or 
singing those parts of the 
service printed in bold.

* When this symbol 
precedes an element of 
the service, please rise in 
body or spirit.

Hearing-assistance 
devices and large-print 
bulletins and hymnals are 
available from the ushers.

Epiphany is the 
celebration of the 
revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ—a holy day 
(traditionally January 6) 
that probably predates 
Christmas. Its primary 
symbol is Light, connoting 
illumination and 
understanding. Like 
shepherds and sages 
before us, we’re drawn 
by the Light to worship 
the consummate 
revelation of God—and 
find ourselves at the 
manger, seeing God 
among us as never 
before. Our gifts of 
praise, prayer and 
proclamation, like the 
magi’s gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, 
pay tribute to the holy 
wonder of God’s 
incarnation in Jesus.



* PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 You are invited to greet one another with a sign of the peace God intends  for us— 
 saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and responding, “And  also with you.” 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.

This is Stanza 4 of Hymn 150, As with Gladness Men of Old (dix).

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      Daniel Torres-Davenport (9:30)
 Rev. Bill Findlay (11:00)
          
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 60:1–6                      

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
                                    

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (9:30)   
Children through grade five are invited forward.

NEW TESTAMENT READING    John 1:1–18          
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                              To See around the Corner         Rev. Dr. Spalding

RESPONDING                    
                                                                

* HYMN 152               What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright  
puer nobis nascitur

                                                                 
WELCOME   Rev. Johnson (9:30) 

Rev.  Mares (11:00)

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS

Offertory                                    Walk in the Light  arr. André Thomas
                                                        Chancel Choir

(Refrain) 
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light,
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world. 

Hark! The herald angels sing,
Jesus, the light of the world;
“Glory to the newborn King,
Jesus, the light of the world. (Refrain)

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Jesus, the light of the world.
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Jesus, the light of the world. (Refrain)
                   

During the offering, 
take a minute to sign 
the friendship pads 
found in each pew. If 
you are visiting with us, 
please leave your contact 
information so that we 
can reach out to you! 
Newcomers and 
regulars alike can see 
who is sitting around 
them and greet each 
other by name. By signing 
in, you help us build 
stronger community 
connections at First
Presbyterian.



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
One: The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

During his ministry, 
Jesus shared meals as 
a sign of community 
and acceptance. As we 
gather for communion, 
know that you are 
welcome in this 
community and accepted 
at Christ’s table.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People
At 9:30 the elements will be passed. At 11:00 please come forward to receive 
the elements by intinction. Those unable to come forward will be served in 
their place. Communion cups contain only non-alcoholic grape juice. 
Gluten-free wafers are located in the center cup on each wafer tray.

Communion Music               Star in the East  David Ashley White  
                                                      Chancel Choir   

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;
Star of the east, the horizon adoring,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining,
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Angels adore him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all.
Shall we then yield him, in costly devotion,
odors of Edom, and offerings divine,
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,
myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer each amply oblation,
vainly with gifts would his favor secure,
richer by far is the heart’s adoration,
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

& b 86 œ jœ œ œ œ
Ho
Bless

ly,
ed

ho
is

ly,
the

œ jœ jœ œ
ho
one

ly
who

Lord,
comes

œ jœ œ œ œ
God
in

of
the

pow
name

er
of

and
the

.œ œ Jœ
might,
Lord. Ho

- - - -
- -

& b ..œ Jœ .œ œ œ
heaven
san

and
na

earth
in

are
the

.œ œ œ œ œ œ
full
high

of your glo
est.

ry. Ho
Ho

œ jœ œ œ œ
san
san

na
na

in
in

the
the

.œ .œ
high
high

est.
est.

- - - -
- - - - -

Sanctus



WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are invited to share in the life of the church. A full 
description of church events is online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. If you have questions, please visit the 
Welcome Center, just outside the Social Hall. Greeting you there today is Nancy Fox.

Musical leadership is provided by Chancel Choir and soloists Andrew Frazier, Benton DeGroot, and David 
Magumba.        

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Richard Miller who passed away January 4, 2014, by his wife 
Angie.

The Church Office is staffed by Robin Agnew. Greeters are Sara VanderVoort, Virginia Rezmierski, Marilyn 
Gibson, and Pat Liljestrand. Sound system volunteer is Bryan Magnuson. Ushers are Bill Austin (head), 
Brian Rubel, and Nancy Fox (8:00); Bill Austin (head), Dick Carlisle (captain), Len Rezmierski, Spaulding Clark, 
Carol Carter, Jim Cameron, Marty and Connie Swindle, Keith and Sheila Bilby, Dean Gilchrist, and Joe Schmidt 
(9:30); and Bill Austin (head), Ralph Winter (captain), Linda Lampman, Jim Douglass, Jeannette Middleton, and 
Sandy Herold (11:00). The prayer team is available for those desiring prayer in Hillegonds Chapel after the 
9:30 and 11:00 services. Prayer team volunteers are Meg Brown and Nancy Oliver. Following the 8:00 service 
a minister is available for prayer at the Communion Table. “To attempt any work for God without prayer is as 
futile as trying to launch a space probe with a peashooter.” – John Blanchard

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Prayer After Communion
                            

SENDING

* HYMN 147                                     The First Nowell    the first nowell
 The congregation will sing Stanzas 1–5. Offerings for Food Gatherers of Ann Arbor 
may be brought forward and placed in the baskets.               

                            
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE         
Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Both is the King of Israel.

This is Stanza 6 of The First Nowell.

* CLOSING VOLUNTARY                              Puer nobis nascitur  
Nicolas Lebegue

                   Music copyright: All 
music is reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-720542. 
All rights reserved.

Communion Food 
Offering is today. As we 
come to the Lord’s Table 
to be fed and nurtured 
in our faith, we also come 
to feed others and lend 
support to those in need. 
Today’s financial 
contributions and food 
donations are for Food 
Gatherers of Ann Arbor.



TODAY’S EVENTS

Worship is at 8:00 in Monteith Hall, and at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Radio Worship is 
broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on WAAM (1600 AM) and on the web (www.waamradio.com). 

Communion Food Offering is today. As we come to the Lord’s Table to be fed and nurtured in our 
faith, we also come to feed others and lend support to those in need. Today’s financial contributions 
and food donations are for Food Gatherers of Ann Arbor.
 
Join us for Coffee Hour in the Social Hall immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
Cookie bakers are Nancy Oliver, Nancy Fox, Cathy McKenny, and Marilyn Goodsman. Child-friendly, 
peanut-free purchased snacks are available for children. Fair Trade Coffee is for sale during Coffee 
Hour. Buying Fair Trade ensures that more of the money we spend on coffee reaches the hardworking 
farmers who actually grow it. 

Adult Education Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. The Bible @ 9:30 meets in the French Room to discuss how the Bible came to be,   
 focusing on Galatians and Ezra-Nehemiah. 

 First Friends meets in Monteith Hall to discuss Adam Hamilton’s The Walk: Worship.
  
11:00 a.m. Exploring the Faith meets in Monteith Hall for “Women’s Voices in Reformed 
 Theology:  An Expanding Conversation.” Presenter is Dr. Amy Plantinga Pauw, 
 Professor of Doctrinal  Theology at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

12:00 p.m. Lunch with Dr. Pauw (for those with reservations) is in the Social Hall.
 
12:45 p.m. “The Changing Meaning of Words: How Old Thinking Affects Today’s 
 Actions,” a presentation by Dr. Pauw, is in the Social Hall. A lunch reservation is not   
 required for attendance at this session. 
 

Children’s Opportunities:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School classes for crib through fifth graders  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:00 a.m. Childcare available for crib through Kindergarten

Youth Ministry Opportunities:   
9:15 a.m.  Munch & Mingle in the Lower Level hallway
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
4:30 p.m. Youth + Creative Arts–Handbells in the Handbell Room on the third level 
5:30 p.m. Youth Group (6th–12th grades) Winter Kickoff in the Social Hall 

T2A2—Twenties and Thirties of Ann Arbor—invites the participation of all young adults looking 
to build community. Small Group meets tonight, at 7:00 p.m., to discuss the Gospel of Luke. 
Bring your questions and insights, wherever you are on your faith journey. Contact us at
T2A2@firstpresbyterian.org for more information.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRES

There is a new worship opportunity in 2020. Beginning this Tuesday, January 7, at 7:00 p.m., in 
Monteith Hall, there will be a monthly Taizé Prayer Service. This service will include songs, scripture, 
silence, meditation, and candles. All are welcome! A simple supper of soup and bread will be served in 
the Social Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m. Donations will be accepted for this meal. 

Mature Ministries (60 and up) hosts a lunch and learn this Thursday, January 9, at noon, in the 
Social Hall. The topic is “Creating a Dementia-free Community.” James Mangi will be our speaker. For 
$5 you will have a delicious hot lunch with 40 or more interesting friends! To sign up, call the Church 
Office or contact Rev. Rogers. All are welcome— even those younger than 60 who are dealing with 
aging parents or others in their lives with memory loss.



First Pres provides shelter January 6–19 for up to 25 men directed to First Pres by the Shelter 
Association. Contact the Church Office if you would like to volunteer. Coats and other winter 
clothing donations for men will be collected until January 19 for distribution during the Shelter 
weeks. 

Mature Singles meet this Friday, January 10, at Harvest Moon Café, 5484 W. Michigan Avenue, at 
5:30 p.m. All are welcome.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome College Students! Our Campus Ministry, UKirk@UMich, hopes you have a restful break 
between semesters and a good start to the New Year! There is no College Lunch today. We return to 
our regular semester schedule next Sunday, January 12, and we hope to see you then. Contact our 
Campus Pastor, Rev. Evans McGowan (campus@firstpresbyterian.org) for more information.

Presbyterian Women meet Wednesday, January 15, beginning with Bible Study in the Lewis 
Room at 9:30 a.m. A brief welcome and business meeting at 10:45 a.m. in Monteith Hall, precede a 
presentation by Silvia Padraza on “Cuba: Religion and Revolution.” Lunch ($7) is at noon in the Social 
Hall. Men are welcome to attend the program and lunch.

Join a choir in 2020! There are many opportunities for you to participate in a choir or musical 
ensemble at FPC. Children’s Choir, Youth Choir (Youth + Creative Arts), Chancel Choir, Sanctus Ringers, 
Church Orchestra, and a new daytime bell choir for beginners (Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m., beginning 
January 21), and the Liturgical/Visual Arts team. For more information, contact Dave VanderMeer.

Caregiver Conversations: An informal group for caregiver support and education. This group 
meets monthly at rotating community locations throughout Washtenaw County, and is facilitated by a 
licensed JFS Social Worker. It will meet here at First Pres, Tuesday,  January 21 from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. in 
the Lewis Room.  Anyone caregiving for someone age 60+ is welcome.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is called for Sunday, January 26, following the 9:30 a.m. 
service of worship for the purpose of hearing the Annual Report of the church and voting on changes 
to the installed pastors’ terms of call. 

Join us for an All-Church Luncheon on Sunday, January 26, folllowing the Annual Meeting. 
Worship at 8:00 or 9:30 a.m. and then attend the meeting which occurs at 10:30 in the Social Hall. 
Guests are welcome to stay to hear about the ministries, programs, and financial health of the 
church, but members only have vote and voice. A roast chicken lunch follows in the Social Hall. The 
cost is $10 for adults, $5 for children ages 5–12, and free for children under the age of 5. Please make 
a reservation by contacting the Church Office, or online at our church website. 

A Men’s Study Group meets the first and third Friday mornings until May from 8:00–9:00 a.m., in 
the Lewis Room, for coffee, study, and conversation. The winter book is Short Stories by Jesus, written 
by Amy-Jill Levine. All are welcome! Books are available in the Church Office for $15.00. Questions? 
Contact Rev. Sanderford.

Upcoming Opportunities to Join First Pres! We hope that you feel moved to become a member 
of our church family. Everyone belongs! Attend a class on March 15 (with joining on March 22) or on 
May 3 (with joining on May 17). Contact Rev. Rogers (355-2351 or mrogers@firstpresbyterian.org) for 
more information. 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Robin Agnew, Administrative Assistant 

Liz Call-Boyce, Finance Assistant

Andrew Frazier, Resident Minister

Pat Gilbreath, Welcome Center Volunteer Coordinator

Lisa Haddrill, Technology Coordinator

Dr. Paul Haebig, Interim Organist 

Almer Harris, Maintenance Specialist

Reverend Khayla Johnson, Resident Minister

Mary Jones, Publications Coordinator

Cindy King, Administrative Assistant 

Reverend Evans McGowan, Campus Ministries Coordinator

Reverend Mark Mares, Minister of Youth & Families

Kellie McInchak, Children’s Choir Director

Anna Miller, Finance Manager 

Adrian Prundeanu, Facilities Manager

Linda Robinson, Office Manager

Reverend Melissa Anne Rogers, Associate Pastor

Reverend Amy Ruhf, Resident Minister

Reverend Jay Sanderford, Associate Pastor

Reverend Dr. Rick Spalding, Interim Pastor

Sandy Talbott, Wellness Coordinator & Parish Nurse

Beca Torres-Davenport, Coordinator of Children’s Education & Family Ministry

David VanderMeer, Minister of Music & Fine Arts 


