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I Dream a World — Langston Hughes 
I dream a world where man 
No other man will scorn, 

Where love will bless the earth 
And peace its paths adorn 
I dream a world where all 

Will know sweet freedom's way, 
Where greed no longer saps the soul 

Nor avarice blights our day. 
A world I dream where black or white, 

Whatever race you be, 
Will share the bounties of the earth 

And every man is free, 
Where wretchedness will hang its head 

And joy, like a pearl, 
Attends the needs of all mankind- 

Of such I dream, my world! 

IN GOD ALONE 



WAIT FOR THE LORD 

WITHIN OUR DARKEST NIGHT 

Cantor’s text: Prepare the way for the Lord. Make a straight path for God. The glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed. All the earth will see the Lord.  I waited for the Lord, God heard my cry. Seek first the Kingdom of 
God. Seek and you shall find. O Lord, show us your way. Guide us in your truth. 



OPENING SENTENCES 
One: Just and merciful God, you speak to us through the prophets,  
 challenging us to seek peace rooted in justice. 
All: Help us to hear your urgent call.  
One: Loving God, in Jesus you change our lives for good, challenging us to work for reconciliation  
All:     Help us to see your way of truth and love. 
One: God with us, your Holy Spirit moves us to action, challenging us to live the Good News.  
All: Help us to respond wholeheartedly, to say, “Yes!” Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served 
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  
 

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of 
the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

One:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

STAY WITH ME 

Cantor’s text: Stay here and keep watch with me.  Watch and pray, watch and pray! Watch and pray not to 
give way to temptation.  The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak.  My heart is nearly broken with sorrow.  Re-
main here with me, stay awake and pray. Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by.  Father, if this cannot 
pass me by without my drinking it, your will be done. 



PSALTER                                 PSALM 27 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  
 of whom shall I be afraid? 
When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— my adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall. 
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 
One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,  
 to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;  
 he will set me high on a rock. 
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help.  
 Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 
If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up. 
Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me,  
 and they are breathing out violence. 
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

 
A READING FROM MARK 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight” ’, 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 

One:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

SILENCE 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Voice A:  Loving God, we glimpse your presence in the world you have created, its power and its beauty, 
 music and poetry, its diversity, fertility, the possibility of food for everyone, the dream of fullness of 
 life for all your children. Yes, God, you are with us in this world. 
 

Voice B:  Yet we see that power misused, that beauty marred, discord and lies dividing humanity. We fail to 
  share our blessings, causing many to go hungry and die. Where are you, God? 
 

Voice A:  We hear the Good News that Jesus brought, the affirmation of the value of every human life, the 
 Gospel that commands us to seek peace with justice; we understand that costly reconciliation is at 
 its heart. Yes, God, you are with us in this world. 
 

Voice B:  Yet we see that good news denied by apathy, mocked by prejudice, hatred, and a refusal to forgive, 
 and we feel helpless in the face of suffering. Where are you, God? 
 

Silence 
 

Voice A: You are there when elderly people share their wisdom.  
 

All:  You are there when children dance in the rain.  
 You are there in every embrace, every memory, every healing, every dream. You are 
 present in this fragile world wherever hope is alive, and you fuse the pieces of our 
 broken lives with the flame of your eternal love. Thank you, God, for being present 
 with us now. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 



WHEN THE NIGHT BECOMES DARK 

BY NIGHT WE HASTEN 

Cantor’s text: We will go by nights. To find the source, thirst is our only light. My soul thirsts for God, the 
God of life. The Lord is my Savior and my God. Why are you cast down, O my soul? Hope in God; for I shall 
praise God again, my help and my God. By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is 
with me, a prayer to the God of my life. 



BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
Voice A:  May the God of peace inspire us, may the God of justice empower us, may the God of hope encourage 
 us to live the Good News. 
 
Voice B:  Go, in the power of the Spirit. Go, and do not try to separate politics and prayer. Go, not to escape, but 
 to engage with God’s world. Go, to live hopefully, as people of resurrection. Amen. 
 

 
 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please extend the peace of Christ with one another saying: 
 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our next Taizé Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. on YouTube and 
Facebook.  All are welcome! 

Cantors’ text: Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven shine forth with your glorious light. Veni Sancte Spiritus. 
Come, Father of the poor, come, generous Spirit, come, light of our hearts. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Come 
from the four winds, O Spirit, come breath of God; disperse the shadows over us, renew and strengthen 
your people. Veni Sancte Spiritus. Father of the poor, come to our poverty. Shower upon us the seven gifts 
of your grace. Be the light of our lives. O come. Veni Sancte Spiritus. You are our only comforter, Peace of 
the soul. In the heat you shade us; in our labor you refresh us, and in trouble you are our strength. Veni 
Sancte Spiritus. Kindle in our hearts the flame of your love that in the darkness of the world it may glow 
and reach to all forever. Veni... 

HOLY SPIRIT, COME TO US 



Songs from Taizé, © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé (France), administered by GIA 
Publications, Inc. Reprinted from Songs and Prayers from Taizé, OneLicense.net #A-720542 
 
About Taizé:  Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy, in the eastern part 
of France, not far from the town of Cluny.  Since 1940, it has been the home of an 
ecumenical community of brothers whose prayer, three times each day, is at the center of 
their life.  Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages and backgrounds come on 
pilgrimage, to participate in international meetings of prayer and reflection. 
 
Taizé’s vocation is to strive for communion among all.  From its beginnings, the community 
has worked for reconciliation among Christians split apart into different denominations.  
But, the brothers do not view reconciliation among Christians as the end in itself; it 
concerns all of humanity, since it makes the Church a place of communion for all. 
 
Song is one of the most essential elements of Taizé worship.  Short songs, repeated again and 
again, give it a meditative character.  Using just a few words, they express a basic reality of 
faith, quickly grasped by the mind.  As the words are sung over many times, this reality 
gradually penetrates the whole being.  And these simple songs then enable us to keep on 
praying when we are alone, by day, by night, and sometimes in the silence of our hearts when 
we are at work. 
 
Icons contribute to the beauty of worship. They are like windows open on the realities of the 
kingdom of God, making them present in our prayer on earth. Although icons are images, 
they are not simply illustrations or decorations. They are symbols of the incarnation, a 
presence which offers to the eyes the spiritual message that the Word addresses to the ears. 
By the faith it expresses, by its beauty and its depth, an icon can create a space of peace and 
sustain an expectant waiting. It invites us to welcome salvation even in the flesh and in 
creation.   
 
Soli Deo Gloria:   To God alone be the Glory. 

 


