
WE DRAW NEAR 

PRELUDE                 Improvization on Christmas Carols
arr. Charlie Eidelman

WELCOME  Rev. Rogers

GATHERING WORDS   Rev. Koenig-Reinke
One: From places deeply rooted,
All: we come to tell our stories,
One: From places still hidden in plain sight,
All: we hear your words through others.
One: From places yet undiscovered,
All: we sing our hymns and songs.
One: From places tangled with disappointment,
All: we draw near to you in prayer.

  
2018 Story Slam 

& Strolling Soirée
Sunday, December 9  •  4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

”Draw Near ...” 
is our 2018 Advent theme. God has drawn near to us by taking on flesh and 
experiencing what it is to be human. We plead for God to draw closer to us 
and to the spaces in the world that are broken. We hear God charge us to 
draw near to God by leaning into wonder, justice, truth, and one another.

Draw Near ... 
and listen to stories and songs of hope, wonder, truth, faith, justice, and joy. 
Take a moment to “draw near” to Advent and Christmas through the thoughts 
and experiences of others. 

Draw Near ...
to one another after the Story Slam by enjoying the strolling soirée. 



DRAW NEAR TO HOPE & WONDER
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While We Are Waiting, Come
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Claire Cloninger, 1986
MUSIC: Don Cason, 1986
Text and Music © 1986 Word Music, LLC

WAITING (Cason)
SM

This simple and meditative Advent hymn is so uncomplicated in both text and tune that it can be learned
quickly and sung without reference to a book, which might make it effective as a prayer response. It would
also lend itself to improvised stanzas on appropriate occasions.
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Text: Claire Cloninger, 1986; Music: Don Cason, 1986: Text and Music ©  1986  Word Music LLC; 
(OneLicense.net #A-720542.

* HYMN             While We Are Waiting, Come  waiting

GATHERING WORDS       Rev. Parks-Piatt
One: The coming of our Lord draws near,
All: as we draw close to Christ.
One: The coming of our Lord draws us near,
All: towards the wonder of your love.
One: The coming of our Lord draws near,
All: hopeful light in all the darkness.

SCRIPTURE READING     Luke 21:25–36   Ava Westfall
 



 

HYMN               Before the Marvel of This Night  marvel
Please remain seated as the soloist sings the first stanza and then stand to sing 
stanzas 2 and 3.

A STORY OF HOPE AND WONDER

ANTHEM                     City Called Heaven   Josephine Poelinitz
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Before the Marvel of This Night
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1979
MUSIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1979
Text © 1981 Concordia Publishing House
Music © 1979 GIA Publications, Inc.

MARVEL
Irregular

This text is unusual because it is addressed to angels (“fold your wings and bow”) rather than to human
beings. It achieves maximum effect when actually used on Christmas Eve, but the event it celebrates is so
well known that it can be sung at many points throughout the season.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1979 © 1981 Concordia Publishing House; 
Music: Carl F. Schalk, 1979 © 1979 GIA Publications, Inc.; OneLicense.net #A-720542.



GATHERING WORDS    Rev. Buckley
One: The coming of our Lord draws near,
All: and we wait for God’s light to shine over all the earth.
One: Draw close, Pain Bearer, Life Giver, Love Sharer.
All: Shine through us, in us, around us; 
 shine for the world to see.

SCRIPTURE READING     Luke 3:1–6   Grame Fairweather
 

* HYMN             Born in the Night, Mary’s Child  mary’s child

 A STORY OF TRUTH AND FAITH

ANTHEM                              The First Nowell     arr. Mack Wilberg
  

GATHERING WORDS  Dr. Ingram
One: The coming of our Lord draws near,
All: and we await God’s redeeming presence,
One: Draw close, Savior of all creation,
All: Our hearts ache for justice,
 our minds long for holiness,
 our spirits seek for unity.
One: The coming of our Lord is near,
All: and we await fulfillment of God’s promises,
One: Draw close, Reconciler and Transformer of all things,
All: Renew our world and restore your peace. 
 Let us know true joy.

SCRIPTURE READING     Zephaniah 3:14–20  Kate Silbert

Text and Music: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964; Text and Music © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
 OneLicense.net #A-720542.
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JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

Born in the Night, Mary’s Child

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Carried by a blues-like tune, this text of clustered phrases centers on the core words “Mary’s Child,”
initially linking images that suggest a Nativity hymn, but by the third stanza widening to the full arc
of the Incarnation: birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, return.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964, alt.
MUSIC: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964; harm. Richard D. Wetzel, 1972
Text and Music © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)  

MARY’S CHILD
7.6.7.6

158
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DRAW NEAR TO TRUTH & FAITH

DRAW NEAR TO JUSTICE & JOY



 

* HYMN      Light Dawns on a Weary World           temple of peace              
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Light Dawns on a Weary World
GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Mary Louise Bringle, 2001
MUSIC: William P. Rowan, 2000
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music © 2000 William P. Rowan (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

TEMPLE OF PEACE
7.6.6.7.8 with refrain

This is a hymn whose tune came Þrst. Upon hearing it, the author recalled the watered garden of Isaiah 58:11,
which in turn led to Isaiah 55:12, paraphrased in the refrain. Then came the stanzas, organized around their
Þrst two words: Light dawns, Love grows, Hope blooms.

079-light dawns on-695.mus, Page 1

A STORY OF JUSTICE AND JOY

VOLUNTARY    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   arr. Cynthia Dobrinski
                                                   Sanctus Ringers            

GATHERING WORDS  Essie Koenig-Reinke
One: The coming of our Lord draws near.
All: Together we watch for the signs of his coming.
One: Draw close, Lord Jesus Christ,
 draw close, and draw us close together.
All: Make us whole; make us one.

Text : Mary Louise Bringle, 2001 © GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: William P. Rowan 
© 2000 William P. Rowan (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) OneLicense.net #A-720542.

DRAW NEAR TO ONE ANOTHER & COMMUNITY



 
SCRIPTURE READING     Luke 1:46–55

* HYMN                                      Love Has Come  bring a torch

STORIES OF DRAWING NEAR TO OTHERS

ANTHEM                               Nativity Carol  John Rutter

A CREATIVE READING BY OUR YOUTH 
                                                  This Is Your God

UNISON PRAYER  Rev. Rogers
Holy God, God of Abraham and Sarah and Hagar, God of Mary 
and Joseph, God of Angels and Shepherds, God of our Beloved, 
Jesus of Nazareth, You are God of all the earth. Tonight You reveal 
to us again that all people are your beloved children and that all 
creatures are your handiwork. Let us never cease to tell the story 
of your boundless love in all we say and do. Amen.

Text : Ken Bible, 1996; ©  1996 LNWhymns.com; Music: French melody; arr.  © 2012 Eric T. Myers
 OneLicense.net #A-720542.
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Love Has Come
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Ken Bible, 1996
MUSIC: French melody; arr. Eric T. Myers, 2012
Text © 1996 LNWhymns.com (admin. Music Services)
Music  Arr. © 2012 Eric T. Myers

BRING A TORCH
9.9.10.9.9.8 

Here is a chance to sing a familiar French carol tune with new words, the most important clearly being
ÒLove.Ó The senses Òseen and heardÓ (as in Acts 4:20 and elsewhere) organize the Þrst two stanzas, while
the third holds the summary statement: “Love is the gift of Christmas.”
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BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  J. S. Bach

* Please rise in body or spirit.

Those parts of the service of worship in which the congregation participates in 
word or song are noted in bold type. Hearing-assistance devices and 
large-print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Enjoy the Strolling Soirée after this service as you explore our beautifully 
decorated church and greet friends old and new!

Monteith Hall (Level 1): 
The Deacons are on hand to provide cold appetizers. You will enjoy the piano 
styling of 
9th-grade Community High School Student Charlie Eidelman.

Curtis and Founders Rooms (Level 2): 
The Mom’s Bible Study is on hand with Chef Christine to provide two soups 
(one 
vegetarian) and bruschetta. You will enjoy the Christmas carols of the Sanctus 
Ringers Handbell Choir.

Lewis Room (Level 2): 
The Congregational Life Committee and the Stephen Ministers are on hand to 
provide hot appetizers. Enjoy the music of classical guitarists Josiah Schaafsma, 
Advaidh Venkat, Shawn Roberts, Daniel Khain , and MaryLou Roberts.

Social Hall (Level 1): 
The Presbyterian Women provide dessert for you in a room decorated with the 
crèche 
sets of our late member Jane Warner. Enjoy the music of a trio of young musi-
cians from 
Community High School. 

Youth Room (Lower Level): 
Puppies! Two therapy dogs will be on hand to receive your love and care as we 
give thanks for the furriest members of our faith community.

We encourage you to start in a designated location based on your last 
name. Travel from there to the other spaces!

Last name A - K: Please start in the Curtis Room.
Last name L - Q: Please start in Monteith Hall
Last name R - Z: Please start in the Lewis Room

Visit the Social Hall at any point!
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Welcome to all! Please know that all, including visitors and newcomers, are 
invited to share in the life of the church. A full description of church events may 
be found online at www.firstpresbyterian.org. 

The Call to Worship is adapted from Twelve Months of Compassion. The ending 
prayer is from Christine Sine’s Godspace website. The Youth Reading comes 
from the archives of the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website. 
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