
FIFTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY
February 5, 2023 • 9:30 a.m.

“Festival of Lights” by John August Swanson



[2]

FIFTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY
February 5, 2023 • 9:30 a.m. 

As we enter a holy space and time this morning, please silence all electronic 
devices. The opening voluntary is the call to silent meditation. 

* Please rise in body or spirit when you see this symbol,
and join in singing or reading aloud text in bold.

GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY    
  Offertoire from Dix Pièces Theodore Dubois  
                                                                                                
WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH

FAITH IN ACTION

* CALL TO WORSHIP   
Called to be light,
we would carry God’s hope into
the shadows of the world.

Called to be salt,
we would enhance the lives
of those around us, with joy.

Called to live in God’s reality,
we would welcome everyone
as sisters and brothers in faith.

* HYMN 401 Here in This Place  gather us in
   

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy One, you ask us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world. We believe that we were created in love— 
but continue to fail you.
For our prejudice, our hatred, our pride, our apathy, our cruelty, 
our blindness: Lord, have mercy.

We believe we are created in your image— 
but we continue to fail you.
For our inflated ego, our inner critic, our needless stoicism,  
our sense of worthlessness: Christ, have mercy.

We believe we are called to see the face of Christ in all— 
but we continue to fail you.   
For keeping old resentments, letting racial differences separate 
us, calling another ‘enemy,’ seeing borders as fences and not 
invitations to explore… for not living the truth that the whole 
world is in your hands: Lord, have mercy.

And hear our silent prayer…. 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
You are invited to share signs with one another of the peace we 
experience as God’s people. Greet one another saying, “The peace of 
Christ be with you,” and respond, “And also with you.”

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  lasst uns erfreuen
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; 
eternal truth attends thy word: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
till suns shall rise and set no more. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia!    

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
                              

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING           Matthew 5:13-20
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
Please join in singing the refrain of Hymn 591, Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!, as 
the children come forward.
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  1 Corinthians 2:1-12, 13-16
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
The word of the Lord endures forever.  

SERMON                                          
                                  

RESPONDING AND SEALING

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 

Offertory            If Ye Love Me Philip Wilby
Chancel Choir

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, 
And He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with 
you forever. E’en the Spirit of truth.  

And ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.   

                 

This week's Growing 
in God's Love Bible 
story, Parables is 
found on page 209.

Worship LAB is a 
place where children 
explore the flow of 
worship through 
multi-sensory 
experiences. Children 
age 5 through 5th 
grade are invited 
to join in Worship 
Lab each week. This 
week's LAB focuses 
on Communion.
 

The musical transition 
following the first 
scripture reading 
invites all ages to be 
active participants 
while signaling to 
children an important 
moment in worship 
focused toward them.  
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Ways to give: 
Cash/Check

Place in the offering 
plate or in the mail

Text-to-Give 
Text the amount you 
would like to give to 

855-904-1523 

Online
https://bit.ly/FPCvanco

Vanco Mobile App

* Doxology           old hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels and 
with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the 
glory of your name:

Sanctus

... Remembering your mighty acts of mercy, we  celebrate this feast 
with our Risen Lord, offering our lives in thanksgiving and praise. 
Great is the mystery of faith:

Please sign and 
pass the Friendship 

Pad. First-time-
guests, we especially 

appreciate your 
contact information, 
legibly written, so we 

can give you a fuller 
welcome this week.

Music copyrights: 
All music is reprinted 

under OneLicense.net 
A-720542 and under 

CCLI license 
#20971309. All rights 

reserved. 

Cover art:  “Festival 
of Lights” by John 
August Swanson
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Memorial Acclamation

…Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Amen

...and now let us pray the words our Lord taught us praying…

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People 

Communion Music                           

Prayer after Communion    

SENDING   
* HYMN 536 Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen surge ecclesia

               
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Please be seated for the Closing Voluntary.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY         Sortie from Dix Pièces Theodore Dubois 

W W W

On the first Sunday 
of each month we 
collect non-perishable 
food items for one 
of our food ministry 
partners. During the 
closing hymn, please 
pass to the center 
aisle any canned 
food items that will 
be donated to this 
month’s partner, CAN 
(Community Action 
Network).
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PRAYER
If you would like someone to pray 
with you, drop in Hillegonds Chapel 
after the service. Elders, Deacons, and 
Stephen Ministers are always there 
to assist those seeking prayer. Today’s 
prayer partners are Meg Brown and 
Gail Grady. 

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE! 
First Presbyterian Church is an inclusive and diverse faith community, led by the Holy 
Spirit, who welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds to come together to explore, 
nurture, and deepen their faith. 

GET CONNECTED
Please use the Friendship Pad 
located in the pew to let us know 
you joined us in worship. To stay 
up to date with what’s happening 
at First Pres, sign up for our 
weekly email “Our Life Together” 
using this QR code.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
Children ages 5 through 5th grade are invited to Worship LAB — a multi-sensory worship 
experience just for them. 
Childcare is available for ages 5 and younger on the First Level from 9 a.m. to noon. Children 
are always welcome to stay with their families during worship. We encourage you to pick up a 
worship activity bag, try sitting near the front, and sing along with the music.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preacher  
Melissa Anne Rogers
Welcome
David Prentice-Hyers
Liturgists 
David Prentice-Hyers 
Mark Mares 
Children’s Message
Megan Berry

Lector
Martin Gehrke
Conductor  
Dave VanderMeer
Organist  
David Hufford
Chancel Choir
Greeter
Sara VanderVoort

Ushers  
Beth Gerwig
Greta Krapohl
Jenna Mares
Carol Smith
Paul Smith 
Ken Westfall
Ali Westfall
Ava Westfall
Angela Yang

The chancel flowers are given  
in celebration of Millie Danielson’s 100th birthday with love from her children

and in loving memory of Virginia Patton Moss 
by her daughter and son in-law, Cari Moss Loop and Jeffrey Martin Loop.

The yellow rosebud is in honor of  
Emilia Adelaide Mitas, born January 18, 2023.  
Parents are Glen Mitas and Leslie Archibald.  

Grandparents are Dan Mitas and Deanne Woodruff.
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Today at First

First Sunday: Lunches with Love 
10:30 a.m. | Social Hall
On the first Sunday of every month, we 
gather in the Social Hall during the Faith 
Formation hour to put our faith into 
practice by extending our love into the 
community. All ages are invited to join us 
following 9:30 a.m. worship today when 
we will pack Lunches with Love for our 
local mission partner, Food Gatherers. 

Children’s Choir 
10:45 a.m. | Lemon Chapel  (Level 3)

Fast Track to Membership 
11:00 a.m. | Lead Pastor’s Office (Level 2)

Become a First Pres member today! Meet 
with a pastor and two elders and get to know 
us as we get to know you. Registration is not 
required.

Youth Classes 
11:00 a.m. | LL4, LL1 (Lower Level)

First Friends
Lessons from Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
11:00 a.m. | Lewis Room (Level 2)

The Bible at 11 o’clock
Corinthians 2  
11:00 a.m. | French Room (Level 1)

Kerygma Bible Study
11:00 a.m. | Vance Room

UKirk @ UMich College Lunch 
12:00 p.m. | off site 
Contact: mberry@firstpresbyterian.org

4th & 5th Grade & Parents
Amazing Stuff: God’s Plan for Growing Up
4:30 p.m. | Curtis Room, LL4 

Youth Group
6:00 p.m. | Youth Room (Lower Level)

T2A2 Young Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. | off site 
Contact: hlundberg@firstpresbyterian.org

News & Events

WORSHIP

Taizé Prayer Service (Wholeness & Healing)

Tuesday, February 7, 2023  
7:00 p.m. | Monteith Hall

We invite you to come experience a beautiful form of prayer, inspired by the ecumenical 
community in Taizé, France. This month’s Taizé service is centered around wholeness 
and healing and is comprised of silence and song, candlelight and stillness, prayer and 
contemplation.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Coffee Hour Coffee Sale — Come one, come all to Fellowship Hour and buy some 
Fellowship Blend coffee!  Along with our other great coffees, we will be selling our 
Fellowship Blend for a limited time. Each bag is $12. As a reminder, we only serve fair 
trade coffee.  Those coffee beans are grown using rigorous standards which support 

Scout Sunday 
Join us in welcoming members of Boy Scout Troop 7 and their leaders this morning. First 
Presbyterian Church and Troop 7 have a long history of partnership together. If you have 
questions about the scouting program, please contact Scott Strodtman at scott.strodtman@
comcast.net.



farmer and their communities while helping protect the environment.  Come buy a bag 
while supplies last.  

Membership Directory — An updated membership directory is now available for pick up 
during business hours. The directories are available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Lenten Devotional — Church members, friends, and staff are invited to write a 300-
word devotional based on the day’s scripture. Willing to try? New authors are welcome 
and returning ones, too! Resources are provided to help you connect with the scripture 
and the season’s thematic elements. Contact Rev. Rogers to find out more, mrogers@
firstpresbyterian.org.

MISSION
First Sunday Food Collection — Each month we collect food donations and special 
financial contributions to support a local hunger ministry partner. This month our partner 
is CAN (Community Action Network). Non-perishable food may be placed in the baskets 
provided in the Welcome Center on Sundays, Mondays–Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Fridays, 9 a.m. to noon. Financial gifts may be made by check or online. 

MUSIC & FINE ARTS

Art Exhibit: The Artwork of John Onye Lockard

January – March 
Social Hall

The founding faculty member of the Department of Afro-American and African Studies at 
UM, John Onye Lockard had a career that spanned more than a half-century of painting, 
teaching, mentoring, and exhibiting. On loan from the African American Cultural and 
Historical Museum of Washtenaw County the exhibit of John Onye Lockard’s work is on 
view in the Social Hall January through March.

1432 Washtenaw Avenue | Ann Arbor, Michigan
734-662-4466 | firstpresbyterian.org


