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* CALL TO WORSHIP    Revs. Rogers and Sanderford

It was early in the morning. Still dark. 
The dawn just starting to cut through the fog. 
The air hung heavy with expectation, as if the earth itself were holding its 
breath.

The echoes of the cross linger. His voice still rings out: 
It Is Finished. Into your hands I commit my spirit.

The story comes to us in pieces and fragments, hints and images:

A vineyard garden, grapes ready for the harvest. 

A stone, rolled away. The guards asleep at its side.

A pile of clothes, folded in an empty tomb.

Peter and John, running in with disbelief. 
Walking out with questions and with hope.

But Mary stays behind. To weep in the garden.
And we weep with her. There is so much loss. 
So much grief. So much death.

With her we look up, and through her tears
We see angels, seated in victory on top of the stone. 

Do not be afraid, they tell us.
He is not here.
Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He. Is. Not. Here.

From the garden she hears a voice:
Why are you weeping? Whom do you seek?

She still cannot see. The sun is rising.
She is muttering with explanations,
But Mary’s heart starts beating with tremors
Of hope. Whom do you seek?
He is not here.

And like a voice from heaven,
She hears that voice. The voice she is longing for.
The gardener speaks her name: Mary.

Jesus looks at you and Jesus speaks your name.
The world is new as he speaks your name.
You are made new as he speaks your name.

Please join in reading  
those parts of the service 
printed in bold. 

Today is Easter 
Sunday, the center 
of the Christian year. 
On this day we joyfully 
proclaim the good news 
at the very heart of the 
gospel: that Jesus Christ 
is risen from the dead. 
We celebrate the miracle 
of Jesus’ resurrection, 
which frees us to serve 
the God of life.



What the angels said was true
And it is true today.

Jesus is alive. 
Jesus walks.
His heart beats in victory.
Easter is announced by every breath he takes.
Easter means that love has won.
Death is finished. Satan is doomed.
Evil is conquered. God is good.

Love’s redeeming work is done.
It. Is. Finished. It . Is. Finished.
He is not dead. 
He. Is. Alive.

                          
GATHERING PRAYER

Loving God, we gather in the early morning of your Resurrection. We have been mourning and 
weeping believing that you have been taken from us. Instead, you meet us in the garden of new 
life. Here, in this sacred place, we discover that you are alive, that sin and death cannot defeat 
you. Now our tears of sorrow turn to tears of joy as we experience your presence among us. 
Today, we begin to understand that joy comes from grief. You call us to go into the world to 
share this good news, and because we are not left alone, we can pray with joy this day. 

SCRIPTURE READING      John 20:1–18 (The Message)
Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still  dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone was moved away from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, gasping for breath. “They took the Master from the tomb. We 
don’t know where they’ve put him.”

Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. They ran, neck and neck. The other disciple 
got to the tomb first, outrunning Peter. Stooping to look in, he saw the pieces of linen cloth lying 
there, but he didn’t go in. Simon Peter arrived after him, entered the tomb, observed the linen cloths 
lying there, and the kerchief used to cover his head not lying with the linen cloths but separate, neatly 
folded by itself. Then the other disciple, the one who had gotten there first, went into the tomb, took 
one look at theevidence, and believed. No one yet knew from the Scripture that he had to rise from 
the dead. The disciples then went back home.

But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she knelt to look into the tomb and saw two 
angels sitting there, dressed in white, one at the head, the other at the foot of where Jesus’ body had 
been laid. They said to her, “Woman, why do you weep?”

“They took my Master,” she said, “and I don’t know where they put him.” After she said this, she 
turned away and saw Jesus standing there. But she didn’t recognize him. Jesus spoke to her, “Woman, 
why do you weep? Who are you looking for?” She, thinking that he was the gardener, said, “Sir, if you 
took him, tell me where you put him so I can care for him.”

Jesus said, “Mary.”

Turning to face him, she said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” meaning “Teacher!” Jesus said, “Don’t cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I ascend to my Father 
and your Father, my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples: “I 
saw the Master!” And she told them everything he said to her.



MEDITATION      Rev. Rogers
 
MUSIC

PRAYERS   Rev. Sanderford
 
CLOSING WORDS    

BENEDICTION      Revs. Rogers and Sanderford
The tomb is empty, 
   Christ has risen. 
As you journey in faith, 
   may your life be full, 
   your love be abundant, 
   and your hope be eternal. 
Live this day and always for Christ Jesus 
   because the Risen Christ lives in you. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!

Greet one another in socially distanced ways.

                   

                       

 


