
Introducing Our
PASTOR  NOMINATING

COMMITTEE



The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)—is conducting the search for our next Lead Pastor. This committee has 
written and posted a Ministry Information Form (MIF) describing our position, and has begun receiving applicant 
profiles from candidates. Over the course of the coming months, the PNC will interview candidates, check referenc-
es, and finally—whenever the members arrive wherever the Spirit is leading them!—bring a nominee back to us for 
election. Watch for periodic updates.  Get to know the members of the PNC as dedicated representatives of our First 
Pres family, who are in our most ardent prayers!

Jim Clark (co-chair)
Jim and his wife Nancy have 
been married for 27 years. Cur-
rently, all five of their children 
are married, raising families of 
their own and living within an 
“arms reach” of them. They see 
their 13 grandchildren regularly 
and often. Both are U-M alumni, 
retired from health care jobs 
that they loved doing for a long 
time: Nancy, a Professor in the 
U-M School of Public Health, and Jim as a Pediatric 
Dentist and on the faculty in the U-M School of Den-
tistry. They are busy in retirement, sorting through 
a lifetime of pictures, reading books, and hosting 
numerous “Zoom meetings” with church committees 
on which they currently serve.  Jim is a Stephen Min-
ister, and Nancy serves as a Deacon. When time and 
weather allow, they enjoy traveling, being outdoors, 
boating, golfing and spending time at their treasured 
home-away-from-home on Walloon Lake.   

Jim has been a member of First Pres for more 
than 50 years.  He writes, “Our membership has sus-
tained a remarkable strength of will and conviction 
to our commitment to lift each other up, to consider 
others before self, to give generously in any way we 
can.  Our First Pres leadership (pastors and lay leaders 
alike), and dedicated staff, have stepped up and met 
this challenge head on, with unflagging commitment 

and true faith in the mission of our church. Over the 
last year, as a member of both the Self-Study Com-
mittee and now the PNC, I have regularly witnessed 
the exceptional commitment and sacrifice that so 
many of our members make in their involvement 
in the life of the church.  I am not only hopeful but 
confident that we will continue to ‘inspire extraordi-
nary faith’ and evolve as a congregation that makes a 
difference.”

The extended Clark family

Jean Song
Jean Song joined First Pres in 
2004.  Jean is a health sciences 
informationist (aka medical librar-
ian) at the University of Michigan. 
She loves reading and spending 
time with her family (daughter 
Alena, son Nicholas, and husband 
Ben) and her two rescue dogs 
(Neeka and Poppy). She especially 
loves the opportunity to travel 
and holds a special place in her 
heart for the people and places of Hawaii. She and her hus-
band grew up with strong international experiences, being 
children of immigrant parents and having spent considerable 
time in Korea and Taiwan, respectively. They hope to enrich 
their own children’s lives with other cultures and peoples 
through travel. While she and her family adore playing board 
games, their favorite is Mahjong which they play as much as 
their schedules allow into the wee hours of the night!

Jean’s most special memory of First Presbyterian Church of 
Ann Arbor was her baptism in Winter of 2004, weeks before her 
own daughter, Alena, was also baptized. It marked a personal 
milestone of reconciliation between her beliefs and her cultural 
background, as an only child born to Korean immigrants.

Jean had the great honor of serving on the most recent 
Self-Study Committee and as part of that work was able to 
have discussions with local leaders on their impressions of First 
Pres. One local leader’s words capture how Jean sees First Pres 
fulfilling our mission: “I see so much love and community in 
First Presbyterian Church, and see the power and potential [for 
it] to be a guiding voice for inclusion and desegregation in our 
community, and working toward anti-racist, anti-oppressive and 

[a] multi-cultural 
future for all of us.” 
Jean believes that 
we must continue 
to extend Christ’s 
love and spirit to be 
inclusive, dismantle 
racism and serve 
those who are un-
derrepresented and 
whose voices may 
be excluded.

In 1963, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “It is 
appalling that the most segregated hour of Christian America 
is 11 o’clock on Sunday morning.” Jean believes that the future 
of First Pres is an inclusive church which, through example, 
inspires its members, its community, and the world to be just, 
fair, and humble in the service of God.

The Song Family — human and canine



Tom Brandt (co-chair)
Tom, a lifelong Presby-
terian, joined First Pres 
in 1998 after previously 
attending First Pres Farm-
ington, and the Allen Park 
Presbyterian Church, the 
church he grew up in.

Tom is a semi-retired 
software engineer, cur-
rently working part-time 

for a company that enables doctors, clinics, and 
hospitals to share medical images with patients and 
other doctors over the internet. He has been all 
over North America and Europe, and can’t wait for 
the time he can get on an airplane and go some-
place he has never been before. Tom has pilgrim-
aged with First Pres members on the Camino de 
Santiago and has gone to Iona.

One of Tom’s special memories of our church 
is of the Ash Wednesday Taizé services. He says 
that, “Seeing all those people in our sanctuary, not 
just from First Pres but also other congregations, 
and knowing that millions of Christians all over the 
world are going through the same ritual, and that 
Christians have been doing this for almost 2,000 
years, is very moving. It connects to all the saints, 
those here on Earth and those who have gone on to 
the Church Triumphant.”

Tom believes that to make God’s love visible, 
First Pres has to get out of the building and into 
the community that surrounds us – local, regional, 
national, and worldwide – and work on issues such 
as poverty, racial injustice, hunger, homelessness, 
and illiteracy. He thinks that the future of First Pres 
is a church “of extraordinary worship and inspired 
preaching, a congregation where deep relationships 
can be formed.”

Tom Brandt with the Pilgrims on Camino de Santiago

Dianne Santinga
Dianne joined First Pres in 2011, but her association with 
this church goes back more than 30 years to her days as 
a college student.  “A favorite memory is participating in 
the First Pres Campus Fellowship where I met my future 
husband, Peter.”  After marrying here, Dianne and Peter 
spent 24 years working in the Chicago area before return-
ing to Ann Arbor.  They have one son, Jack, now a sopho-
more at the University of Michigan.

Dianne is an art historian with 
degrees from the University of 
Michigan and Princeton University.  
She has worked in the art gallery 
business and taught art history 
at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago and Loyola University. 
She is currently an instructor at 
Washtenaw Community College in 
Ann Arbor. In her spare time, she 
enjoys visiting museums, reading classic novels, cooking, 
and walking Ann Arbor’s nature trails.  Thanks to Peter 
and Jack, she knows more than she needs to about Mich-
igan Football!

One of the ways we carry out our mission “to make 
God’s love visible” is through our vibrant pastoral care 
ministry. “Serving on the Board of Deacons has been a 
deeply rewarding experience, allowing me to express my 
faith in tangible ways and be of some help to those in 
need.”  Beyond our church family, First Pres makes God’s 
love visible by working with our local mission partners.

Enriching educational programs play an important 
role in fulfilling our church’s vision to “inspire faith that 
transforms lives.” We are a learning community blessed 

with energy, 
curiosity, 
and exper-
tise. From 
studying 
the Bible to 
understand-
ing more 
about climate 
change, from 
creating 
liturgical art 
to exploring 

different types of prayer, we have many opportunities 
to grow in faith no matter where we are in our spiritual 
journey.

“Looking to the future, I am excited about leveraging 
the technological skills we have acquired during the pan-
demic to increase engagement with our members and 
also reach people in the Ann Arbor area and beyond.”  
We all look forward to welcoming a new Lead Pastor un-
der whose leadership we can build on our strengths and 
make progress in the fulfilment of our mission.

Jack, Dianne and Peter Santinga



Mark Lindley

Mark Lindley joined in 1994, 
newly single. With two young 
daughters, he checked out 
the “big church where he 
could hang out anonymous-
ly,” but quickly realized 
there were lots of people 
and connections, and it was 
a great fit.  He married his 

second wife Sandy Talbott in 1997, at First Pres. The 
pastoral support — the validation of our choices, 
their recognition of the symbolism of joining two 
families, including some nods to the Jewish heritage 
of Sandy’s kids, and the music minister allowing us 
some less conventional music choices all added rich 
meaning.

Mark is a semi-retired general internist who 
grew up in rural Western New York State, and came 
to Michigan for his residency. Like many, he got 
stuck here, and found that Michigan is a wonder-
ful place to be. He and his wife Sandy were child-
hood friends who reconnected when they both 
found themselves single and turning 40. Their four 
wonderful children have all chosen spouses well 
(whew!) and they recently welcomed their 7th 
grandchild to the family.

Of First Pres, he says, “We need our church to 
be a place where we find nurture, comfort, growth 
and challenge, and then take our best selves out 
to serve our community. It is not to build the best 
service and hope our community finds it and is 
impressed by what we have done. (But a good ser-
vice does help.) An example of what we do best is 
support for the Circles program at Friends in Deed.  
This is a great program, focused on developing skills 
for self-reliance and financial independence. This 
kind of help and support to a wonderful existing 
program is ‘making God’s love visible.’”

Mark believes that First Pres has a strong 
culture of caring, personified by our Deacons and 
Stephen Ministers.  Connections occur naturally 
when members engage in shared work, such as a 
local mission project. But Mark believes First Pres 
can be so much more deliberate in creating these 
connections. His vision is to grow lay leadership and 
depend less on our excellent paid staff. 

The blended Lindley - Talbott Family

Kelsey Kaercher

Kelsey joined First Pres as a confirmand in 2008. Her parents 
and siblings have been active throughout their lives at First 
Pres.  Kelsey is an Emergency Nurse attempting to save the 
world one patient at a time. She has a one-year-old mini Gol-
dendoodle named Kirby who is fiercely independent and also 
a bit needy. She’s a big fan of road trips and is looking forward 
to being able to travel with her husband and family someday 
soon. 

While she has many, many 
memories of First Pres, one of her 
most special is her recent mar-
riage to Tommy Kaercher in May of 
2019. She also credits the church 
for making her who she is today 
and shaping her high school years 
through the weekly Keys fellow-
ship program and multiple mission 
trips.

Of First Pres, Kelsey 
writes, “The best way I see for us to make God’s love visible is 
to extend our love to others. Whether that’s through a note of 
encouragement, or through dropping off dinner for someone 
in need. First Pres offers faith formation opportunities that 
are hard to find elsewhere. We strive to find a way for all to 
be involved and see God with child-like wonder. Personally, I 
find joy in the hope of what is to come in the next five years. 

For the future of First 
Pres, I imagine a vibrant, 
growing congregation 
that values both our 
‘littles’ and our ‘olders.’ A 
place for everyone to find 
something to encourage 
and grow their faith. I 
imagine a place that my 
future children will find to 
be their second home, as 
I did.” Kelsey and Tommy 
are excited to welcome 
their first child this fall! Tommy and Kelsey Kaercher

World Communion Sunday
at First Presbyterian



Bill Upton

Bill Upton joined First Pres in 1983.  Bill is a lifelong 
resident of Ann Arbor.  In fact, his father’s parents 
and his mother’s grandparents all lived just a few 
blocks from the church. Bill spent 40 years work-
ing for Malloy Incorporated, a local company that 
printed and bound books.  It was Bill’s wife, Dusty, 
who turned him into a Presbyterian.  Dusty works for 
a local realtor.  Their three sons, Charlie, Thom, and 

Henry were all confirmed at 
First Presbyterian and are 
now married. In his spare 
time, Bill enjoys playing golf 
and reading (including some 
of the books Malloy printed).

He says of First Pres, 
“There are many ways we 
make God’s love visible 
within our church.  We do it 
in our worship services with 
music that glorifies God and 

sermons that give us a deeper understanding of 
what it means to be Christians.  We also make God’s 
love visible through our many acts of pastoral care. 
Though these acts are internal, they needn’t have 
boundaries.  We welcome anyone and everyone to 
join in them.”  Regarding what First Pres does in our 
community and the world, he cites the many mission 
activities the church undertakes and supports locally, 
nationally, and around the world.  He also cites 
the special role First Pres plays within the PC(USA) 
through its Resident Ministry program.  He says, “Ev-
ery time one of our former Resident Ministers takes 
up a new call, First Pres has helped make God’s love 
visible in another corner of the world.”

He writes, “First Pres has helped me grow 
in faith.  My dad passed away about two years 
ago. During the last month of his life, the church 

reached out to help my family in countless ways, 
including several visits with Rev. Jay Sanderford.  The 
effect this had on me isn’t something I can describe 
logically.  But it instilled in me a peace, calmness, 
and gratitude I hadn’t expected.  It was as if my faith 
had gone from a gaseous state to a solid state.  Is 
my faith extraordinary?  I can’t claim that, especially 
when I see what other people have accomplished 
through their faith.  But I can say that First Pres has 
helped give me a faith that has been transforming 
for me.  That gives me more than hope that we’re on 
the right track.”

The Upton Family

Charlotte Sawtell

Charlotte Sawtell joined First Pres in 2016 when she moved 
to Ann Arbor to start her Masters Degree in Music Educa-
tion.  Charlotte is a Music Teacher at a K-8 charter school in 
Canton.  Though there are countless wonderful memories 
Charlotte has of the church, she is torn between her favorite 
two: her marriage and the baptism of her son. 

Charlotte, her husband Reid, and two dogs, Molly and 
Watson, can be found 
taking long walks, travel-
ing and camping around 
the country, and trying 
new restaurants. Char-
lotte hopes to introduce 
her son Jack to the many 
wonderful local parks 
and outdoor adventures 
available in the area. 

One of the reasons Charlotte chose to join First Pres 
was her awe of how connected the church seemed to be 
with mission projects and community groups in the area. 
She is impressed by the vast number of committees seek-
ing to be the hands and feet of God.   While no church can 
perfectly do it all, Charlotte is constantly impressed by how 
many communities First Pres serves.

Charlotte says of First 
Pres, “I have a lot of faith 
in our church because we 
are asking the question 
‘what can we do better’ 
and we are trying to 
act on the feedback we 
receive. While we may 
never achieve our ideal, 
the fact that we as a 
church are trying to wres-
tle with what we are and 
how it compares to what 

we want to become gives me hope.” Charlotte imagines 
a church that continues to reflectively, thoughtfully, and 
determinedly serve the community, both abroad and in our 
Ann Arbor area. She imagines children and young families 
for her son to grow up with, and a place where young and 
young at heart come to worship God in all the ways we can.

Charlotte, Reid and Baby Jack



Jennifer Edwards

Jennifer Edwards has been a member of First Pres 
since 2004. She is honored to be called to serve 
on the Pastor Nominating Committee and is also 
blessed to be serving as a Deacon (for the second 
time). Jennifer is passionate about improving 
the health and well-being of individuals and 
communities which led to her work as a senior 

director of development for 
Michigan Medicine where 
she builds relationships 
between the most brilliant 
minds in medicine with 
generous donors to solve 
some of the most complex 
medical problems. Her most 
cherished roles are wife and 
mother. Jennifer is married 
to Dan, who, also a UM 

alum, is a family dentist and part time faculty at 
the UM Dental School, and is proud to be mom to 
Zach and Jake. Both boys are students, athletes and 
musicians. The family loves spending time together 
traveling, cooking and eating out, going to concerts 
and cheering on the Michigan Wolverines. Fun fact is 
that Jennifer and Dan originally met in the Michigan 
Marching Band.

Among her favorite memories are the baptisms of both 
her sons and watching the First Pres family love, encourage 
and fully embrace them as they’ve grown into teenagers. As 
a family, the Edwardses loved the Wednesday 2:42 program 
where they have great memories of choir and of the inter-
generational dinner and fellowship with many wonderful 
families that followed.

Jen writes, “One of the best examples of our church ex-
tending the love of Christ to others is done through Pastoral 
Care and the Board of Deacons. These individuals share 

acts of love and 
kindness in ways 
big and small 
each and every 
day, at times of 
great joy as well 
as great despair.  
Worship in the 
beautiful Sanctu-
ary at First Pres 
inspires members 

and visitors alike, whether in person or virtually. On a weekly 
basis, our spiritual cups are filled through the scripture, ser-
mons, music and fellowship with one another, and our lives 
are inspired by stories about mission work being done by our 
members in our community and around the world and by an 
endless list of educational and fellowship offerings through-
out the week. Over the next few years, I imagine a growing 
church which serves joyfully as a welcoming beacon of hope 
and service throughout the community and the world.”

The Edwards Family


